
   

Town Council 
AGENDA 

Monday, February 16, 2026 - 5:30 PM 
Council Chambers, Easton Town Office 

14 S Harrison Street  

 

 

  
4:30 PM Workshop: To discuss Town Code revisions.  

  
   

Revisions to Chapters 1-8. 
    

5:30 PM: Call to Order by President Abbatiello.  
   

Opening remarks and Pledge of Allegiance by Councilmember Rankin.  
   

Approval of Minutes.  
  
   

Minutes from the February 2, 2026 meeting. 
    

Municipal Official Items.  
  
   

Items by Mayor Cook. 
   
   

Council confirmation for the appointment of Michael Brophy as the Town's 
representative to the Talbot County Parks & Recreation Advisory Board. 

   
   

Items by Town Manager 
   
   

Approval of the bid to Choptank Turf and Pest Management for fertilizer 
application contract. 

   
   

Items by Town Attorney. 
    

Presentations.  
  
   

Police Board. 
   
   

Holly DeKarske, Executive Director to update on EEDC. 
   
   

Kurt Fuchs, Manager of External Affairs, to give Easton Utilities update. 
    

Legislation.  
  
   

Res. No. 6216, "A RESOLUTION TO ANNEX A PARCEL OF LAND OWNED BY 
NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., JEFFREY H. GOODMAN, AND 
PATRICIA T. GOODMAN, LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF OCEAN 
GATEWAY/U.S. ROUTE 50 ADJACENT TO EAST KENNEDY STREET, 
REAGAN DRIVE AND NIXON DRIVE, CONSISTING OF 36.520 ACRES OF 
LAND, MORE OR LESS, INTO THE TOWN OF EASTON AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE ANNEXATION." 

   
   

Ord. 849, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE TOWN OF EASTON TO APPLY THE 
INDUSTRIAL (I) ZONING DISTRICT OF CERTAIN LOTS OR PARCELS OF 

Page 1 of 207



 

 

LAND ANNEXED TO THE TOWN OF EASTON BY RESOLUTION NO. 6216 
LOCATED TO THE EAST OF OCEAN GATEWAY/U.S. ROUTE 50 AND 
ADJACENT TO EAST KENNEDY STREET, REAGAN DRIVE AND NIXON 
DRIVE, CONSISTING OF 36.520 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS." 

   
   

Council approval for Annexation Agreement. 
    

Review of Invoices.  
  
   

Review of invoices totaling $1,697,154.29. 
    

Public Participation/Comments.  
   

Committee Reports by Members of the Council  
   

Items by Members of the Council:  
   

CLOSED SESSION: General Provisions Article § 3-305(b)(4) To consider a matter 
that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial organization to locate, 
expand or remain in the State.  

   
Adjournment.  

  
 
 
The public can access the meeting as follows:  
https://www.eastonmd.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes 
 
If you are an Easton Velocity Cable TV subscriber, you can view the meeting live on Channel 98. 
 
Please note:  There is a possibility of all or part of the meeting may be held in Closed Session. 
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CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

§ 1-1. How Easton Town Code, Ddesignated and Ccited. 

§ 1-2. Rules of Cconstruction and Ddefinitions.  

§ 1-3. Reference to Cchapters, aArticles, Ddivisions, or Ssections; Cconflicting Oordinances. 

§ 1-4. Catchlines Headings of sections. 

§ 1-5. Repeal of Oordinances. 

§ 1-6. Effect of rRepeal of Oordinances. 

§ 1-7. Severability of Pparts of Easton Town Code. 

§ 1-8. General Ppenalty; Ccontinuing Vviolations; cCivil Ppenalties for Mmunicipal iInfractions. 

§ 1-9. Provisions as Ccontinuation of Eexisting oOrdinances. 

§ 1-10. Authority of Easton Town Code. 

§ 1-11. Effect of Code on Sanctions and Enforcement Proceedings. 

§ 1-12. Exemption from County Legislation. 

§ 1-13. Altering or Tampering with Code. 

 

Section 1-1. How Ccode Ddesignated and Ccited. 

 

The ordinances embraced in this and the following chapters shall constitute and be designated as 

"The Code of the Town of Easton" and may be cited as so. Such ordinances may also be cited as 

"Easton Town Code" or “Code”. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-2. Rules of Cconstruction and Ddefinitions. 

 

In the construction of this The Easton Town Code, and of all ordinances and resolutions of the 

Ttown, the following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent 

with the manifest intent of the Ccouncil or the context clearly requires otherwise. 

 

Bond. When a bond is required, an undertaking in writing shall be sufficient. 

 

Computation of time. The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by  

excluding the first and including the last day; and if the last day is a be Sunday or a legal  

holiday, that day shall be excluded. 

 

Council. Whenever, the words "Ccouncil" or "Ttown Ccouncil" or "governing body" are 

used,  

they shall be construed to mean "the Town Ccouncil of the Town of Easton." 

 

County. The words "the Ccounty" or "this Ccounty" shall refer to Talbot County, 

Maryland. 

 

Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to  

females and to firms, partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 

 

Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of any of the provisions of this  

Code, such provisions shall be deemed to be the minimum requirement necessary for the  
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public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare. Where any specific  

provision of the Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the  

general provisions imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or  

regulation shall be deemed to be controlling. 

 

Joint authority. Words purporting to give authority to several persons shall be construed  

as giving such authority to a majority of such persons. 

  

Keeper and proprietor. The words "keeper," and "proprietor" shall mean and include  

persons, firms, associations, corporations, clubs and copartnerships, whether acting by  

themselves or by a servant, agent or employee. 

 

Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month. 

 

Number. Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural includes the  

singular number. 

 

Nontechnical and technical words. Words and phrases shall be construed according to  

the common and approved usage of the language; but technical words and phrases and  

such others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be  

construed and understood according to such meaning. 

 

Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation or declaration in all  

cases in which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases  

the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."  

 

Or, and. "Or" may be read "and", and "and" may be read "or" if the sense requires it. 

 

Owner. The word "owner", applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner,  

joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership, or joint tenant or tenant by the  

entirety, of the whole or a part of such building or land. 

 

Person. The word "person" shall include a corporation, company, partnership, association  

or society as well as a natural person. 

 

Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" shall mean next before  

and next after, respectively. 

 

Property. The word "property" shall include real and personal property.  

 

Shall, may. The  

word "shall" is mandatory and the word "may" is permissive. 

 

Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" shall mean that portion of a street between the curb line  

and the adjacent property., intended for the use of pedestrians. 
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Signature or subscription. The words "signature" or "subscription" includes a mark  

when the person cannot write. 

 

State. The words "the Sstate" or "this Sstate" shall be construed to mean the State of 

Maryland. 

 

Street. The word "street" shall include any public ways, roads, highways, avenues, alleys 

and lanes within the town. 

 

Tenant, occupant. The words "tenant" and "occupant", applied to a building or land, 

shall include any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, 

whether alone or with others. 

 

Time. Words used in the past, or present tense include the future as well as the past and 

present. 

 

Town. The words "the Ttown" or "this Ttown" shall mean the Town of Easton, in the 

County of Talbot and State of Maryland. 

 

Writing. The word "writing" shall include any representation of words, letters or figures, 

whether by printing or otherwise. 

 

Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year. 

 

(Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-3. Reference to Cchapters, Aarticles, Ddivisions or Ssections; Cconflicting 

Oordinances. 

 

In addition to the rules of construction specified in Ssection 1-2, the following rules shall be 

observed in the construction of these ordinances: All references to chapters, articles, divisions 

and sections are to the chapters, articles, divisions and sections of these ordinancesthis Code 

unless otherwise specified. If the provisions of different chapters of these ordinancesthis Code 

conflict with or contradictvene each other, the provisions of each chapter shall prevail as to all 

matters and questions growing out of the subject matter of such chapter. If conflicting provisions 

arebe found in different sections of the same chapter, the provisions of the section which is last in 

numerical orderthe provision which is most restrictive shall prevail unless such construction isbe 

inconsistent with the meaning of such chapter. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-4. Catchlines Headings of sections 

 

The headingscatchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended 

as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to 

be titles of such sections, nor as any part of the sections, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall 

they be deemed when any of such sections, including catchlines,headings are amended or re-

enacted. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 
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Section 1-5. Repeal of oOrdinances 

 

All ordinances or portions of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Code are hereby 

repealed. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-6. Effect of Repeal of Oordinances. 

 

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinances in force before or at the time the 

ordinance repealed took effect. The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or 

penalty or liability incurred before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding 

pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed or liability incurred under the 

ordinance repealed. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-7. Severability of Pparts of Code. 

 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Ccouncil that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, 

clauses and words of this Code are severable, and if any word, clause, sentence paragraph or 

section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment 

or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of 

the paragraphs and sections of this Code, since the same would have been enacted by the 

cCouncil without the incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional or otherwise invalid 

word, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-8. General Ppenalty; Ccontinuing Vviolations; Ccivil Ppenalties for Mmunicipal 

Iinfractions. 

 

(A) Except as provided in subsection (B) hereof, whenever in this Code or in any ordinance of 

the Ttown any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a 

misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code or ordinance the doing of any act required or the failure 

to do such an act is declared to be unlawful, the violation of any such provision of this Code or 

any ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00)Five 

Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or by imprisonment in the County jail for not more than thirty (30) 

dayssix (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. Each 

day any violation of this Code or of any ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate 

offense. If State law provides for a higher allowable penalty for a violation, then the higher 

penalty provided by State law shall govern.  (Ordinance 139 effective 6/30/1987, historical 

reference 519 aka E-34, 137) 

 

(B) Any violations of the chapters of the Easton Code, as specifically referred to herein, shall be 

considereddesignated as municipal infractions, which are civil obligations imposed for a 

violation or breach of the chapter referred to, for which theshall have a penalty for the first 

infraction will be a levy of up to one hundred thousand dollars ($1000.00) and a levy of up to 

two hundredfive thousand dollars ($5,0200.00) for any subsequent infraction. Each day that any 

violation shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. If State law provides for a higher 
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allowable penalty for a violation, then the higher penalty provided by State law shall govern.  

The chapters for which municipal infractions are imposed are as follows: 

 

Chapter Three - Air Conditioning and Refrigeration. 

Chapter Four - Animals and Fowl (applying to fierce animal). 

Chapter Five - Bicycles and Similar Devices. 

Chapter Six - Building Code. 

Chapter Eight - Filling Stations. 

Chapter Nine - Fire Prevention. 

Chapter Eleven - Garbage, Refuse and Weeds 

Chapter Thirteen - Housing. Chapter Fourteen - Licenses and Permits. 

Chapter Fifteen - Liquefied Petroleum Gas. 

Chapter Sixteen – Litter Control. 

Chapter Seventeen - Motor Vehicle Traffic. 

Chapter Eighteen - Offenses and Miscellaneous (with the exception of Section 18-4 (A), and 18-

15, violations of which shall be a misdemeanors). 

Chapter Nineteen - Peddlers. Chapter Twenty - Plumbing. 

Chapter Twenty-One - Rat Control. 

Chapter Twenty-Two - Sewers and Drains. 

Chapter Twenty-Four - Streets and Sidewalks. 

Chapter Twenty-Five - Subdivisions. 

Chapter Twenty-Seven - Water. 

 

(Ordinance 363 effective 12/7/1997, historical reference 83, 137, 139) 

 

(C) Any violation of chapter 22 of the Easton Town Code shall be a municipal infraction which is 

a civil obligation imposed for the violation or breach of that chapter for which the penalty shall 

be a levy of Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00). Each day that any violation shall continue shall 

constitute a separate offense. (Ordinance 139 effective 6/30/1987, historical reference 137) 

 

(C) The Town may adopt a schedule of fines by resolution to more specifically provide for 

maximum fines for specific violations.   

 

Section 1-9. Provisions as Ccontinuation of Eexisting Oordinances. 

 

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those ordinances existing at 

the effective date of this Code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new 

enactments. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-10. Authority of Code. 

 

This Code is a revision and codification of the general regulatory ordinances of the Town of 

Easton which have been enacted and published in accordance with the provisions of the laws of 

Maryland and which have not been repealed, and is done by virtue of authority granted in Article 

21, Section 232 of the Code of Public Local Laws of Maryland (1930) Local Government Article 

§ 5-205(c)(4) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 
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Section 1-11. Effect of Code on Sanctions and Enforcement Proceedings. 

 

Adoption of an act shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change, in whole or in part, any 

sanctions for Code violations available to the Town which have accrued or been issued, incurred, 

imposed, or declared under the Code, unless the act shall expressly so provide. Any such Code 

chapter, section, or part thereof affected by an act shall be treated and held as still remaining in 

force for the purpose of: imposing any sanctions or filing or pursuing any enforcement action for 

violations occurring prior to adoption of the act; and reviewing or sustaining any decision, 

judgment, decree, or order that has been or may be rendered, entered, or made in such 

enforcement action. Enforcement actions filed after adoption of an act based on violations 

occurring before adoption of the act shall be prosecuted and proceed to final decision, 

determination, and judgment, including all stages of any appeal, applying the Code in effect as if 

the act had not been adopted. 

Section 1-12. Exemption from County Legislation. 

Pursuant to the authority granted by Local Government Article § 4-111 of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland, unless otherwise provided in this Code, the Town exempts itself from all legislation 

heretofore or hereafter enacted by the County, relating to any subject upon which the Town has 

heretofore or is hereafter granted legislative authority either by public general law or by the 

Charter of the Town. 

Section 1-13. Altering or Tampering with Code. 

It shall be unlawful for anyone to alter or tamper with such code in any manner whatsoever 

which will cause the law of the Town of Easton to be misrepresented thereby. Any violation of 

this section shall be punishable as a misdemeanor. 

 

CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION 
 

Article I. Town Officials and Employees 

§ 2-1. Salaries of Aappointed Oofficials and Rregular Eemployees. 

§ 2-1.1. Salaries of councilmenCouncil Members; Ppresident of cCouncil. 

§ 2-1.2. Salary of Mmayor. 

§ 2-2. Employment of Eextra Llabor. 

 

Article II. Boards, Commissions, Committees and Task Forces, in General. 

§ 2-3. Committees and Task Forces 

§ 2-4. Removal.  

 

Article III. Police Board. 

§ 2-53. Police Board - Composition. 

§ 2.64. Same - Meetings. 

§ 2-57. Same - Powers and Dduties. 

§ 2-86. Same - Records; regulations of Pprocedure. 
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§ 2-79. Oath of Ooffice for Ppolice oOfficer. 

 

Article IVIII. Fire Board. 

§ 2-108. Fire Board - Composition. 

§ 2-119. Same - Meetings. 

§ 2-1210. Same Duties. 

§ 2-1311. Same Custody of Bbuilding and eEquipment. 

 

Article IV. Park Board. 

§ 2-142. Establishment; compositionDirector of Parks and Recreation. 

§ 2-153. Appointment and term of members; vacancies.Establishment of Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Board 

§ 2-164. Compensation.Appointment and Term of Members; Vacancies. 

§ 2-175. Powers and authorityCompensation. 

§ 2-1815A. Duties and Functions 

§ 2-1915B. Annual Plan; Approval. 

 

Article VI. Planning and Zoning Commission 

§ 2-20. Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

Article VII. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

§ 2-21. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Article VIII. Historic District Commission. 

§ 2-22. Historic District Commission. 

 

Article IX. Tree Board. 

§ 2-3723. Establishment. 

§ 2-2438. Compensation. 

§ 2-2539. Powers and Duties. 

§ 2-2640. Residency.  

 

Article X. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

§ 2-27. Easton Affordable Housing Board 

 

Article XI. Ethics Commission. 

§ 2-28. Ethics Commission. 

 

Article XII. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

§ 2-29. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals.   

 

Article XIIIV. Purchasing, Contracting and Bidding. 

§ 2-3016. Procurement Policy. 

 

Article VI. Ethics Provisions. 

§ 2-17. Applicability. 
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§ 2-18. Definitions 

§ 2-19. Ethics Commission. 

§ 2-20. Conflict of interest. 

§ 2-21. Financial disclosure – local elected officials and candidates to be local elected officials. 

§ 2-22. Ethics disclosure statement – employees and appointed officials 

§ 2-23. Lobbying disclosure 

§ 2-24. Exemptions and modifications. 

§ 2-25. Enforcement. 

 

Article VIIXIV. Codes Enforcement. 

§ 2-3126. Codes Enforcement. 

 

Article VIII XV – Custody and Disposition of Abandoned, Lost or Seized Personal Property 

§ 2-3227. Purpose and Scope of Article 

§ 2-3328. Custody 

§ 2-3429. Return of Property Other than Contraband 

§ 2-350. Notice Regarding Property Other than Contraband 

§ 2-361. Disposition of Unclaimed Properly Other than Contraband 

§ 2-372. Disposition of Contraband 

§ 2-383. Disposition of Motor Vehicles 

§ 2-394. No Additional Dduties Imposed Upon Department; Chief of Police Authorized to Issue 

Regulations  

 

Article IXVI. Economic Development Program. 

§ 2-4035. Establishment. 

§ 2-4136. Administration. 

 

Article X. Tree Board 

§ 2-37. Establishment. 

§ 2-38. Compensation. 

§ 2-39. Powers and Duties. 

§ 2-40. Residency.  

 

Article X. Elections 

§ 2-36. Voting Places. 

§ 2-37. Notice of Elections. 

§ 2-38. Ballots – Requirements Generally. 

§ 2-39. Posting of Sample Ballot. 

§ 2-40. Posting of Sample Ballots – Mistakes and Changes. 

§ 2-41. Opening and Closing Hours of Polls. 

§ 2-42. Voting Procedure. 

§ 2-43. Electioneering and Loitering near Polls Prohibited. 

§ 2-44. Bribery of Voters Prohibited. 

§ 2-45. Poll Watchers - Selection. 

§ 2-46. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

§ 2-47. Absentee Ballot Provisions. 
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§ 2-48. Election Results – Continuing of Votes and Certification. 

§ 2-49. Election Results –Issuance of Election Certificates. 

§ 2-50. Preservation of Ballots after Election. 

§ 2-51. Violations. 

§ 2-52. Interpretation – Further Authority of Town Council. 

 

Article XVIIII. Administrative Search Warrants:  Right of Entry 

§ 2-4236. Administrative Search Warrants:  Right of Entry 

 

Article XI.  Campaign Finance 

§ 2-53. Definitions. 

§ 2-54. Appointment of Treasurer. 

§ 2-55. Authority Lines. 

§ 2-56. Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer. 

§ 2-57. Restrictions on Campaign Contributions. 

§ 2-58. Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

§ 2-59. Campaign Finance Reports. 

§ 2-60. Independent Expenditures. 

§ 2-61. Violations and Penalties. 

 

Article I. Town Officials and Employees 

 

Section 2-1. Salaries of Aappointed Oofficials and Rregular Eemployees.  

 

The salaries of all appointed officials and regular employees shall be established each year prior 

to the adoption of the annual tax levy and shall be itemized in the annual budget. (Ordinance 1, 

effective 1/1/1941)/p> 

 

Section 2-1.1. Salaries of councilmenCouncil Members, Ppresident of Ccouncil 

 

(A) On and after the third Monday in May, 1999, the salaries of all Council persons Members of 

the Town of Easton shall be Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) per year, and the salary of the 

President of the Council shall be Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) per year. (Ordinance 389 

effective 5/10/1999, historical reference 62, 99, 246)  

 

(B) Notwithstanding subsection (A) above, the salary specified at the time that any council 

Council person Member or President of the Council takes office shall not be changed during the 

period for which that Ccouncil person Member or President of Council was elected, as required 

by Article II, Sections 2 and 15 of the Town Charter. 

 

Section 2-1.2. Salary of mMayor 

 

(A) On and after the third Monday in May 1999, the salary of the mMayor of the Town of Easton 

shall be Eight Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500) per year. (Ordinance 388 effective 

5/10/1999, historical reference 63, 98, 247)  
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(B) Notwithstanding subsection (A) above, no change shall be made in the salary for any 

Mmayor during the term for which he or she was elected, as required by Article III, Section 3 of 

the Town Charter. 

 

Section 2-2. Employment of Eextra Llabor. 

 

Extra labor shall be employed by the tTown, if and as needed, in conformity to existing labor 

rates. (Ordinance 1, effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Article II. Board, Commissions, Committees, and Task Forces, in General 

 

Section 2-3. Committees and Task Forces. 

 

In addition to the Boards and Commissions set forth herein, the Mayor and/or the Town Council 

may appoint such committees or task forces as they deem necessary and beneficial.  Committees 

and Task Forces shall be advisory only.  The terms, tasks, and duties of the committee or task 

force shall be established by the Mayor and/or the Town Council.   

 

Section 2-4. Removal. 

 

In addition to the justification provided elsewhere in the Town Code, a Commission or Board 

Member, Committee Member, or Task Force Member may be removed for cause by the Mayor 

with the advice and consent of the Town Council.  For the purpose of this section, “for cause” 

shall mean: 

(A) A determination that the best interest of the Town of Easton would not be served by 

continued membership; 

(B) Absence from at least three scheduled meetings in any twelve-month period without an 

excused absence; or  

(C) Conviction of or receipt of probation before judgment for a felony or misdemeanor for which 

a sentence of one year or more could have been imposed.   

 

Article II. Police Board 

 

Section 2-53. Police Board - Composition 

 

The five members of the Town Council shall serve as the Town of Easton Police Board. 

(Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 2 & 358) 

 

Section 2-64. Same - Meetings 

 

The Police Board shall meet regularly at such time or times as the majority of the Ppolice Bboard 

shall designate. The meetings shall be held in the Town Council meeting room or at such other 

location as the Police Board may designate. The meetings shall be open to the public. Closed 
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Sessions shall be permitted as necessary and in accordance with law. (Ordinance 769 effective 

11/21/2021, historical reference 2, 462) 

 

Section 2-75. Same - Powers and Dduties 

 

The Police Board shall hear and consult with the Chief of Police regarding the police 

department’s building, equipment, and other budgetary needs, as well as receive input from 

citizens regarding the police department. In addition, the Police Board may consider such other 

matters as a Board member considers appropriate. (Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical 

reference 2) 

 

Section 2-86. Same - Records; regulations of pProcedure.; reports. 

 

The Police Board shall keep minutes of its meetings. The Police Board may adopt such 

regulations or rules for its organization and procedure as it deems necessary for carrying out its 

duties, including designating a chair person and establishing guidelines for public participation. 

(Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 2.) 

 

Section 2-97 Oath of Ooffice for Ppolice Oofficer. 

 

Before any person appointed shall be vested with the power and authority of police officer, he or 

she shall take the oath of office required by the Charter of Easton, and shall evidence his or her 

willingness to conform to all regulations of the police department of the Town and to obey all 

lawful orders and instructions given him or her by the Mayor, the Police Board, the Chief of 

Police, and any other properly constituted police authority of the Town. (Ordinance 769 effective 

11/21/2021, historical reference 2, 462) 

 

Article III. Fire Board 

 

Section 2-108. Fire Board - Composition 

 

The five members of the Town Council shall serve as the Town of Easton Fire Board (Ordinance 

463 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 4 & 358) 

 

Section 2-911. Same - Meetings. 

 

The Fire Board shall meet regularly on the third Monday of February, May, August, and 

November at 6:00 p.m. quarterly during the Town Council meeting or at such other time or times 

as the majority of the police Fire Bboard shall designate. The meetings shall be held in the Town 

Council meeting room or at such other location as the Police FireBoard may designate. The 

meeting shall be open to the public. Closed Sessions shall be permitted as necessary and in 

accordance with law. The Fire Board shall keep minutes of its meetings and may adopt such 

regulations or rules for its organization and procedure as it deems necessary for carrying out its 

duties including designating a chair person and establishing guidelines for public participation 

(Ordinance 463 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 4) 
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Section 2-1210. Same - Duties. 

 

The Fire Board shall consult with the Easton Volunteer Fire Department regarding the use, 

condition, care, operation, repair, and replacement of the fire engine building Fire Station 60, 

Fire Station 66,  and the firefighting equipment belonging to the Town. (Ordinance 463 effective 

1/26/2004, historical reference 4) 

 

Section 2-1311. Same - Custody of Bbuildings and Eequipment. 

 

Except as otherwise provided in a lease or memorandum of understanding, Aall the firefighting 

equipment, and the buildings housing same belonging to the Town, are placed in the custody of 

the Board of Trustees of the Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., to be operated by the said 

Trustees, and, in the case of the firefighting equipment, under the direction of the Fire Chief, as 

provided by the by-laws of the said Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. The custody of the 

firefighting equipment and the building belonging to the Town, shall be retained by the Trustees 

of the Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., contingent upon the election by the said 

Department annually of a Fire Chief subject to approval by the Town Council of the person 

elected Ffire Cchief. (Ordinance 463 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 4) 

 

Article IV. Park Board 

 

Section 2-142. Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

The Mayor may appoint, subject to approval by the Town Council, a duly qualified person to 

serve as There shall be a Director of Parks and Recreation of the Town, who shall be 

compensated as provided in the annual Town budgets. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall 

perform such duties as the Mayor Town Manager may direct. (Ordinance 496 effective 

3/12/2006, historical reference 296, 300) 

 

Section 2-153. Establishment of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 

 

There shall be a municipal Parks and Recreation Advisory Board which shall have the powers 

and duties as set forth in this Article. (Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 

296, 297, 300) 

 

Section 2-164. Appointment and tTerm of Mmembers; vVacancies. 

 

The members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall consist of five adult residents of 

the Town who shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council for the 

term of three years and until their successors are appointed and qualified. In the event of a 

vacancy on the Board, the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council, shall appoint a qualified 

replacement to serve the remainder of the term. The Mayor, subject to the approval of the 

Council, may appoint one (1) alternate member for the Easton Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board, who shall be empowered to sit with the Board in the absence of any member of the 

Board. (Ordinance 773 effective 1/9/2022, historical reference 496, 296) 
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Section 2-175. Compensation 

 

Member of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall serve without compensation. 

(Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 296, 300, 328) 

 

Section 2-185A. Duties and Functions. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall have the following duties and functions: 

 

(A) At the direction of the Director of Parks and Recreation, Tthe Board shall assess the 

recreation needs and resources of the Town and may coordinate with community 

organizations to promote recreational opportunities for the public. It shall make 

recommendations to the Director, Town Manager,  and the Mayor and Town Council 

regarding the staffing, finance, maintenance, and operation of recreational facilities and 

programs in or near the Town. The Board shall make recommendations to the Mayor and 

Town Council relating to plans and policies for public recreation, the establishment of 

recreational programs and plans for the acquisition of land for public recreation and open 

space prepared by the Planning and Zoning Commission. The Board shall meet as 

needed, but not less than quarterly. All meetings shall be open to the public unless 

applicable Maryland law permits an executive or closed session. The Board shall report 

on its activities annually and at such other times as requested by the Mayor or Town 

Council. 

 

(B) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall adopt rules and regulations of the use 

of Town parks and recreation facilities, which rules and regulations shall be subject to 

review and approval by the Mayor and Town Council. 

 

(C) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall select one its members to serve as the 

Town’s representative on the Talbot County Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, which 

selection shall be approved by the Mayor and Council. 

 

(D) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall exercise such other duties as the 

Mayor and Town Council may direct from time to time. 

 

(Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 296, 300, 328) 

 

Section 2-195B. Annual Plan; Approval 

 

In addition to the Board’s other duties, the Board shall submit to the Mayor and Town Council on 

or before November 1 of each year, a written plan regarding proposed acquisitions of park land 

or major items of equipment or other improvements, including recommendations for projects 

suitable for grant or loan applications from federal, state or local agencies. The plan shall be 

subject to the review, amendment and approval of the Town Council. Unless and until approved 

by the Town Council; In collaboration with the Director of Parks and Recreation, the Board shall 

annually prepare and submit to the Mayor and Town Council on or before November 1st, an 

Annual Plan that sets forth recommendations concerning public recreation policies, plans, and 
Formatted: Superscript
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programs, and identifies proposed park land acquisitions, major equipment purchases, capital 

improvements, and projects suitable for funding through federal, state, or local grant or loan 

programs.  The Annual Plan shall be subject to review, amendment, and approval by the Town 

Council.  Unless and until approved by the Town Council:  

 

(A) no applications or pre-applications process with any government agency for any park 

project shall be commenced by the Town, or its officers, agents or employees; and 

 

(B) no report or recommendation regarding anticipated projects shall be submitted to the 

Talbot County Parks and Recreation Advisory Board or similar agency. 

 

(Ordinance 328, effective 11/15/1995) 

 

Article VI. Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

Section 2-20.  Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

The creation, composition, power and duties for the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be 

as set forth in Section 28-1302 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof. 

 

Article VII.  Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Section 2-21. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

The membership and terms for the Board of Zoning Appeals shall be as set forth in Section 28-

1303 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.  

 

Article VIII.  Historic District Commission 

 

Section 2-22. Historic District Commission. 

The membership, qualification, and terms for the Historic District Commission shall be as set 

forth in Section 28-601 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article IX. Tree Board 

 

Section 2-2337. Establishment 

 

The Tree Board for the Town of Easton is hereby established. The Tree Board shall consist>of 

three to five volunteers appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council. 

(Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-2438. Compensation. 

 

The Tree Board shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 

and 6/24/2013) 
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Section 2-2539. Powers and Duties. 

 

The Tree Board shall serve at the discretion of the Mayor and Town Council. The Tree Board is 

an advisory Board that shall assist the Public Works Department and the Town Engineer’s Office 

and the Department of Public Works in the development and maintenance of a comprehensive 

tree management program. The Tree Board shall report directly to the head of the Town Public 

Works DepartmentTown Engineer or his or her designee, and shall have such 

powersresponsibilities and duties as the Mayor, Town Council, Town Engineer’s Office, or the 

head of the Public Works DepartmentTown Engineer shall assign to him or herto the Board. 

(Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-2640. Residency. 

 

The Tree Board members need not be residents of the Town of Easton if he or she has expertise 

and experience that will assist the Town Engineer and Department of Public Works Public Works 

Department and Town Engineer’s Office in establishing or maintaining a tree management 

program. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Article X. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

 

Section 2-27. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

 

The membership, terms, and duties of the Easton Affordable Housing Board shall be as set forth 

in Section 13-5 of the Town Code, or corresponding future provision thereof. 

 

Article XI. Ethics Commission 

 

Section 2-28. Ethics Commission 

 

The membership, terms and responsibilities for the Ethics Commission shall be as set forth in 

Section 8-3 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article XII. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

 

Section 2-29. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

 

The membership, term, and procedure for the Code Enforcement Board of Appeals shall be as set 

forth in Section 2-31.2 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article XIIIV. Purchasing 

 

Section 2-3016. Procurement Policy 

 

(A)  General Procurement Provisions:  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the 

following provisions shall apply to all contracts for the procurement of supplies, materials, 

equipment, construction of public improvements, or contractual services entered into by the 
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Town after the effective date of this Section.  A contract may not be subdivided to avoid the 

requirements of this Section.  

 

(i)  Under $510,000.  Expenditures, including petty cash, involving less than $105,000 shall 

be made by either the Mayor, Town Manager, Town Finance Officer, or the Town’s various 

department heads, provided that the procurement is for a budgeted item.  Such purchase may 

be made without soliciting competitive quotations as long as the authorized person determines 

the price to be reasonable.  The intent of this section is to prevent delays and loss and not as a 

substitute for advance planning of needs.  This section is not to be abused by unwarranted 

favoritism of one supplier or by division of one purchase into several small purchases.   

 

(ii)  Between $105,000 and $50,000.  Expenditures involving $105,000 or more, but less than 

$50,000 shall be made by either the Mayor, Town Manager or Town Finance Officer provided 

that the procurement is for a budgeted item.  To the extent practical, the Town shall receive a 

quotation from at least three sources. Special circumstances that could fall under emergency 

purchase or sole source guidelines may necessitate less than three quotes.   

 

(iii)  $50,000 and above.  Expenditure involving $50,000 and above shall be advertised for 

sealed bids for written contracts pursuant to the provisions set forth below. 

 

(iv) Council approval shall be required for all unbudgeted expenditures of any amount and all 

expenditures which exceed budgeted funds.   

 

(B) Public Bidding Requirements:  All expenditures that are required to be advertised for sealed 

bids for written contracts shall be subject to the following provisions: 

 

(i)  The Town shall advertise for bids in a forum and in a form approved by the Town 

Manager. 

 

(ii)  The bids shall be opened in public. 

 

(iii)  The Town shall award the bid to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder.  In 

determining the lowest responsible and responsive bidder, in addition to considering price, the 

Town Council shall consider: 

 

(a) The ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform the contract or provide the 

service required; 

 

(b) The sufficiency of the financial resources and ability of the bidder to perform the 

contract or provide the services.  

 

(c)  Whether the bidder can perform the contract or provide the service promptly, or 

within the time specified, without delay or interference; 

 

(d) The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of the 

bidder; 
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(e)  The quality of performance of previous contracts or services of the bidder; 

 

(f)  The previous and current compliance by the bidder with laws and ordinances relating 

to the contract or service; 

 

(g)  Whether the bidder is in arrears to the Town on any debt or contract, is in default on 

any surety to the Town, or is delinquent as to any taxes or assessments; and 

 

(h) Any other information that may have a bearing on the decision to award the contract. 

 

(iv)  The Town may re-advertise for new bids. 

 

(v)  The Town may accept and reject any and all bids or part thereof and may waive technical 

defects or irregularities. 

 

(vi)  The Town may accept the bid which represents the best value to the Town and 

acceptance of which is in the best interest of the Town.  

 

(vii)  The Town may require successful bidders to furnish security conditioned upon the 

faithful performance of their contract and conditioned upon the payment of the wages and 

compensation of all laborers employed on work for which a contract is made by the 

contractor, or subcontractor. 

 

(C)  Exceptions to Requirement for Public Bidding:  The Town shall not be required to use 

competitive bidding in the following instances, regardless of the amount in question:  

 

(i)  The occurrence of an actual emergency, which is hereby defined to mean a situation which 

has suddenly and unexpectedly arisen and which requires immediate action in the public 

interest; 

 

(ii)  Contracts for professional services or for personal services requiring special training and 

skill.  For the purpose of this section, “personal services requiring special training and skill” 

shall mean specialized, non-routine services provided by individuals with unique talents, 

advanced expertise, or specific licenses; 

 

(iii)  Contracts for insurance or for public utility services; 

 

(iv)  Contracts in which the Town receives a contract price negotiated by the State, County, or 

other governmental entity pursuant to a valid contract; 

 

(v)  Contracts for the purchase of special machinery and equipment, and maintenance and 

replacement parts therefor, or other special materials and supplies having an exclusive source 

of supply, provided that in each instance, the purchase is for a budgeted item and that it is 

subject to the approval authority for the various amounts set forth in paragraph (A); 
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(vi)  Contracts where competition is precluded because of the existence of patent rights, 

copyrights, secret processes, control of basic raw materials, or similar circumstances.  

 

(vii)  Contracts for the purchase, exchange, leasing, or acquisition of any interest in real 

property by the Town, and contracts for the sale, exchange, leasing or other disposition of any 

interest in real property owned by the Town, provided that the Town complies with any 

applicable law and procedure for those actions; and 

 

(viii)  In any instance where the Town in its discretion decides to use its own forces for the 

construction or reconstruction of public improvements.  

 

(D)  The provisions in this Section do not apply to purchases and sales made by the Easton 

Utilities Commission. 

 

(E)  For the procurement of all materials and services pursuant to the United States Department 

of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant Programs, when 

bids are solicited, the Ttown shall incorporate into such solicitation a clear and accurate 

description of the technical requirements for the material, product, or service to be procured.  

Such description shall not contain features which unduly restrict competition.  The description 

may include a statement of the qualitative nature of the material, product or service to be 

procured and when necessary, shall set forth those minimum essential characteristics and 

standards to which the material to be procured must conform if it is to satisfy its intended use.  

Detailed product specifications shall not be used if at all possible.  When it is impractical or 

uneconomical to make a clear and accurate description the technical requirements, a “brand 

name or equal” description may be used as a means to define the performance or other essential 

requirements of the material, product or service to be procured.  The specific features of any 

named brand which must be met by the material, product or service to be procured shall be 

clearly stated and any solicitation for biod.  The tTown, in making a solicitation for bid, shall 

clearly set forth all requirements an offer must fulfill and all factors to be used in evaluation bids 

and proposals.   

(Ordinance 100 effective 5/10/1981, historical reference 519 aka E-34 326, Ordinance 729 

effective 1/28/2019) 

 

(F)  Federal Grant:  For the procurement of all materials and services pursuant to Federal Grant 

programs, the Town shall follow the Federal Guidelines for procurement and bidding processes, 

including the Code of Federal Regulations §200.317 through §200.327. 

(Ordinance 819 effective 5/26/2024) 

 

(G) The Town Manager may adopt a Purchasing Policy that provides additional details and 

requirements to implement the provisions contained herein.   

 

Article VI. Ethics Provisions 

 

Section 2-17. Applicability. 
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Other than as provided in Section 2-19, the provisions of this article apply to the following town 

officials and employees: The Mayor, all members of the Town Council, all members of the 

Easton Utilities Commission, the President and CEO of the Easton Utilities Commission, the 

head of each department of the Easton Utilities Commission, the members of the Board of 

Appeals, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Historic District Commission, the Town 

Manager, the Building Inspector, the Town Engineer, the Town Clerk, the Supervisor of 

Elections, the Chief of Police, and all officials appointed to Town boards and commissions and 

all employees, who, acting alone or as members or employees of a Town entity, have decision 

making authority or act as principal advisors to a person with that authority in making Town 

policy or exercising quasi-judicial, regulatory, licensing, inspecting, or auditing functions. 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-18. Definitions 

 

(A) "Business Entity" or "Entity" shall mean a corporation, partnership, limited liability 

partnership, limited liability company, or sole proprietorship, whether for profit or not for profit, 

as defined or recognized under the Internal Revenue Code of the United States. 

 

(B) "Designated second home" means: 

 

(i) If an individual owns one second home, the individual’s second home; or 

 

(ii) If an individual owns more than one second home, any one second home the individual 

identifies to the Commission as the individual’s second home. 

 

(C) "Home address" means the address of an individual's 

 

(i) Principal home; and 

 

(ii) Designated second home, if any. 

 

(D) “Principal home” means the sole residential property that an individual occupies as the 

individual’s primary residence, whether owned or rented by the individual. 

 

(E) “Quasi-governmental entity” means an entity that is created by state statute, that performs a 

public function, and that is supported in whole or in part by the state but is managed privately. 

 

(F) “Second home” means a residential property that: 

 

(i) An individual occupies for some portion of the filing year; and 

 

(ii) is not a rental property or a time share. 

 

Section 2-19. Ethics Commission. 
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There shall be a Town of Easton Ethics Commission (hereinafter referred to as "Commission"), 

which shall be composed of three members appointed by the Mayor. The Commission shall be 

advised by the Town Attorney and shall have the following responsibilities: 

 

(A) To devise, receive and maintain all forms required by this Article; 

 

(B) To provide published advisory opinions to persons subject to this Article as to the 

applicability of the provisions of this Article to them; 

 

(C) To process and make determinations as to complaints filed by any person alleging violation 

of this Article to them; 

 

(D) To conduct a suitable public information program regarding the purposes and application of 

this Article. 

 

(E) The Commission shall certify to the State Ethics Commission on or before October 1 of each 

year that the Town is in compliance with the requirements of State Government Article, Title 15, 

Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryland for elected local officials. 

 

(F) Commission members shall serve three year terms staggered so that only one term expires in 

any single calendar year. The Commission shall annually elect a Chairman from its membership, 

and shall adopt rules of procedure not inconsistent with the terms of this Chapter to govern its 

meetings.  

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-20. Conflict of Interest. 

 

All Easton elected officials, officials appointed to Town boards and commissions, and all 

employees, whether or not they are otherwise subject to this Article, are subject to this Section. 

 

(A) In this section, "qualified relative" means a spouse, parent, child, or sibling. 

 

(B) Participation prohibitions. Except as permitted by Commission regulation or opinion, an 

official or employee may not participate in: 

 

(i) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision of the matter, any matter in which, to the knowledge of the official or 

employee, the official or employee, or a qualified relative of the official or employee has an 

interest. 

 

(ii) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision with respect to the matter, any matter, in which any of the following is a 

party: 
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(a) A business entity in which the official or employee has a direct financial interest of which the 

official or employee may reasonably be expected to know; 

 

(b) A business entity for which the official, employee, or a qualified relative of the official or 

employee is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee; 

 

(c) A business entity with which the official or employee or, to the knowledge of the official or 

employee, a qualified relative is negotiating employment or has any arrangement concerning 

prospective employment. 

 

(d) If the contract reasonably could be expected to result in a conflict between the private 

interests of the official or employee and the official duties of the official or employee, a business 

entity that is a party to an existing contract with the official or employee, or which, to the 

knowledge of the official or employee, is a party to a contract with a qualified relative; 

 

(e) An entity, doing business with the Town of Easton, in which a direct financial interest is 

owned by another entity in which the official or employee has a direct financial interest, if the 

official or employee may be reasonably expected to know of both direct financial interests; or 

 

(f) A business entity that the official or employee knows is a creditor or obligee of the official or 

employee or a qualified relative of the official or employee with respect to a thing of economic 

value, and as a creditor or obligee, is in a position to directly and substantially affect the interest 

of the official or employee or a qualified relative of the official or employee. 

 

(iii) A person who is disqualified from participating under paragraphs (i) or (ii) of this subsection 

shall disclose the nature and circumstances of the conflict and may participate or act if the 

disqualification leaves a body with less than a quorum capable of acting, the disqualified official 

or employee is required by law to act, or the disqualified official or employee is the only person 

authorized to act. 

 

(iv) The prohibitions of paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsection do not apply if participation is 

allowed by regulation or opinion of the Commission. 

 

(C) Employment and financial interest restrictions. 

 

(i) Except as permitted by regulation of the Commission when the interest is disclosed or when 

the employment does not create a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict, an official or 

employee may not: 

 

(a) Be employed by or have a financial interest in any entity subject to the authority of the 

official or employee or a Town of Easton agency, board, or commission with which the official 

or employee is affiliated or an entity that is negotiating or has entered a contract with the agency, 

board, or commission with which the official or employee is affiliated; or 

 

(b) Hold any other employment relationship that would impair the impartiality or independence 

of judgment of the official or employee. 
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(ii) This prohibition does not apply to: 

 

(a) An official or employee who is appointed to a regulatory or licensing authority pursuant to a 

statutory requirement that persons subject to the jurisdiction of the authority be represented in 

appointments to the authority; 

 

(b) Subject to other provisions of law, a member of a board or commission in regard to a 

financial interest or employment held at the time of appointment, provided the financial interest 

or employment is publicly disclosed to the appointing authority and the Commission; 

 

(c) An official or employee whose duties are ministerial, if the private employment or financial 

interest does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest, as 

permitted and in accordance with regulations adopted by the Commission; or 

 

(d) Employment or financial interests allowed by regulation of the Commission if the 

employment does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest or the 

financial interest is disclosed. 

 

(D) Post-employment limitations and restrictions. 

 

(i) A former official or employee may not assist or represent any party other than the Town of 

Easton for compensation in a case, contract, or other specific matter involving the Town of 

Easton if that matter is one in which the former official or employee significantly participated as 

an official or employee. 

 

(ii) For a period of one year that begins after the elected official leaves office, a former member 

of the Town Council may not assist or represent another party for compensation in a matter that 

is the subject of legislative action. 

 

(iii) A former local lobbyist who becomes a town official or employee may not participate in a 

case, contract, or other specific matter for one (1) calendar year after terminating their local 

lobbying registration if they previously assisted or represented another party in the matter. 

 

(E) Contingent compensation. Except in a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding, an official or 

employee may not assist or represent a party for contingent compensation in any matter before or 

involving the Town of Easton. 

 

(F) Use of prestige of office. An official or employee may not intentionally use the prestige of 

office or public position for the private gain of that official or employee or the private gain of 

another. This subsection does not prohibit the performance of usual and customary constituent 

services by an elected local official without additional compensation. 

 

(G) Solicitation and acceptance of gifts. 
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(i) An official or employee may not solicit any gift from any business entity or person other than 

a qualifying relative. 

 

(ii) An official or employee may not directly solicit or facilitate the solicitation of a gift, on 

behalf of another person, from an individual regulated lobbyist. 

 

(iii) An official or employee may not knowingly accept a gift, directly or indirectly, from a 

person that the official or employee knows or has the reason to know: 

 

(a) Is doing business with or seeking to do business with the Town of Easton office, agency, 

board or commission with which the official or employee is affiliated; 

 

(b) Has financial interests that may be substantially and materially affected, in a manner 

distinguishable from the public generally, by the performance or nonperformance of the official 

duties of the official or employee; 

 

(c) Is engaged in an activity regulated or controlled by the official's or employee's governmental 

unit; 

 

(d) Is a lobbyist with respect to matters within the jurisdiction of the official or employee; or 

 

(e) Is an association, or any entity acting on behalf of an association that is engaged only in 

representing counties or municipal corporations. 

 

(iv) Notwithstanding paragraph (iii) of this subsection, an official or employee may accept the 

following: 

 

(a) Meals and beverages consumed in the presence of the donor or sponsoring entity; 

 

(b) Ceremonial gifts or awards that have insignificant monetary value; 

 

(c) Unsolicited gifts of nominal value that do not exceed $20 in cost or trivial items of 

informational value; 

 

(d) Reasonable expenses for food, travel, lodging, and scheduled entertainment of the official or 

the employee at a meeting which is given in return for the participation of the official or 

employee in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting; 

 

(e) Gifts of tickets or free admission extended to an elected local official to attend a charitable, 

cultural, or political events, if the purpose of this gift or admission is a courtesy or ceremony 

extended to the elected official's office; 

 

(f) A specific gift or class of gifts that the Commission exempts from the operation of this 

subsection upon a finding, in writing, that acceptance of the gift or class of gifts would not be 

detrimental to the impartial conduct of the business of the *County, City, or Town* and that the 

gift is purely personal and private in nature; 
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(g) Gifts from a person related to the official or employee by blood or marriage, or any other 

individual who is a member of the household of the official or employee; or 

 

h) Honoraria for speaking to or participating in a meeting, provided that the offering of the 

honorarium is in not related in any way to the official's or employee's official position. 

 

(v) Paragraph (iv) does not apply to a gift: 

 

(a) That would tend to impair the impartiality and the independence of judgment of the official or 

employee receiving the gift; 

 

(b) Of significant value that would give the appearance of impairing the impartiality and 

independence of judgment of the official or employee; or 

 

(c) Of significant value that the recipient official or employee believes or has reason to believe is 

designed to impair the impartiality and independence of judgment of the official or employee. 

 

(H) Disclosure of confidential information: Other than in the discharge of official duties, an 

official or employee or former official or employee may not disclose or use confidential 

information, that the official or employee acquired by reason of the official's or employee's 

public position or former public position and that is not available to the public, for the economic 

benefit of the official or employee or that of another person. 

 

(I) Participation in procurement. 

 

(i) An individual or a person that employs an individual who assists a Town of Easton agency in 

the drafting of specifications, an invitation for bids, or a request for proposals for a procurement, 

may not submit a bid or proposal for that procurement, or assist or represent another person, 

directly or indirectly, who is submitting a bid or proposal for the procurement. 

 

(ii) The Commission may establish exemptions from the requirements of this section for 

providing descriptive literature, sole source procurements, and written comments solicited by the 

procuring agency. 

 

(J) An official or employee may not retaliate against any individual for reporting or participating 

in an investigation of a potential violation of these ethics provisions. 

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 2-21. Financial disclosure – local elected officials and candidates to be local elected 

officials. 

 

(A) This Section shall apply to all local elected officials and candidates to be local elected 

officials. 
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(B) Except as provided in subsection (D) of this section, a local elected official or a candidate to 

be a local elected official shall file the financial disclosure statement required under this section 

on a form provided by the Commission, under oath or affirmation, and with the Commission. 

 

(C) Deadlines for filing statements. 

 

(i) An incumbent local elected official shall file a financial disclosure statement annually no later 

than April 30th of each year for the preceding calendar year. 

 

(ii) An individual who is appointed to fill a vacancy in an office for which a financial disclosure 

statement is required and who has not already filed a financial disclosure statement, shall file a 

statement for the preceding calendar year within 30 days after appointment. 

 

(iii) An individual who, other than by reasons of death, leaves an office for which a statement is 

required shall file a statement within 60 days after leaving the office. The statement shall cover 

the calendar year immediately preceding the year in which the individual left office, unless a 

statement covering that year has already been filed by the individual, and the portion of the 

current calendar year during which the individual held the office. 

 

(D) Candidates to be local elected officials. 

 

(i) Except an official who has filed a financial disclosure statement under another provision of 

this section for the reporting period, a candidate to be an elected local official shall file a 

financial disclosure statement each year beginning with the year in which the certificate of 

candidacy is filed through the year of the election. 

 

(ii) A candidate to be an elected local official shall file a statement required under this section 

 

(a) In the year the certificate of candidacy is filed, no later than the filing of the certificate of 

candidacy; 

 

(b) In the year of the election, on or before the earlier of April 30 or the last day for the 

withdrawal of candidacy; and 

 

(c) In all other years for which a statement is required, on or before April 30. 

 

(iii) If a candidate fails to file a statement required by this section after written notice is provided 

by the Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors at least eight (8) days before the 

last day for the withdrawal of candidacy, the candidate is deemed to have withdrawn the 

candidacy. 

 

(iv) The Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors may not accept any certificate of 

candidacy unless a statement has been filed in proper form. 
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(v) Within 30 days of the receipt of a statement required under this section, the Town of Easton 

Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors shall forward the statement to the Commission or the 

office designated by the Commission. 

 

(E) Public record. 

 

(i) The Commission or office designated by the Commission shall maintain all financial 

disclosure statements filed under this section. 

 

(ii) Financial disclosure statements shall be made available during normal office hours for 

examination and copying by the public subject to reasonable fees and administrative procedures 

established by the Commission. 

 

(iii) If an individual examines or copies a financial disclosure statement, the Commission or the 

office designated by the Commission shall record the name and home address of the individual 

reviewing or copying the statement, and the name of the person whose financial disclosure 

statement was examined or copied. 

 

(iv) Upon request by the official or employee whose financial disclosure statement was examined 

or copied, the Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall provide the official 

with a copy of the name and home address of the person who reviewed the official's financial 

disclosure statement. 

 

(v) For statements filed after January 1, 2019, the Commission or the office designated by the 

Commission may not provide access to an individual's home address that the individual has 

designated as the individual's home address. 

 

(vi) The Commission of the office designated by the Commission shall not provide public access 

to information related to consideration received from: 

 

(a) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(b) A governmental entity of the State of a local government in the State; or 

 

(c) A quasi-governmental entity of the State of local government in the State. 

 

(F) Retention requirements. The Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall 

retain financial disclosure statements for four years from the date of receipt. 

 

(G) An individual who is required to disclose the name of a business under this section shall 

disclose any other names that the business is trading as or doing business as. 

 

(H) Contents of statement. 
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(i) Interests in real property. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of all 

interests in real property wherever located, and for each interest in real property, the schedule 

shall include: 

 

(a) The nature of the property and the location by street address, mailing address, or legal 

description of the property; 

 

(b) The nature and extent of the interest held, including any conditions and encumbrances on the 

interest; 

 

(c) The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest 

was acquired; 

 

(d) The nature and amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if acquired 

other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired; 

 

(e) If any interest was transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the reporting period, a 

description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration received for the 

interest, and the identity of the person to whom the interest was transferred; and 

 

(f) The identity of any other person with an interest in the property. 

 

(ii) Interests in corporations and partnerships. A statement filed under this section shall include a 

schedule of all interests in any corporation, partnership, limited liability partnership, or limited 

liability company, regardless of whether the corporation or partnership does business with the 

Town of Easton, and for each interest reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the corporation, partnership, limited liability 

partnership, or limited liability company; 

 

(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions and encumbrances on 

the interest. An individual may satisfy the requirement to report the amount of the interest held 

by reporting, instead of a dollar amount: for an equity interest in a corporation, the number of 

shares held and, unless the corporation's stock is publicly traded, the percentage of equity interest 

held; or for an equity interest in a partnership, the percentage of equity interest held. 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the reporting 

period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration 

received for the interest and, if known, the identity of the person to whom the interest was 

transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the manner 

in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and the nature and 

the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if acquired other than by 

purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 
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(iii) Interests in business entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed under 

this section shall include a schedule of all interests in any business entity that does business with 

the Town of Easton, other than interests reported under paragraph (ii) of this subsection, and for 

each interest reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 

 

(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions to and  

encumbrances in the interest; 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the reporting 

period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the consideration 

received in exchange for the interest and, if known, the identity of the person to whom the 

interest was transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the  

manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and  

the nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if  

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 

 

(iv) Gifts.  

 

(a) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of each gift in excess of $20 in 

value or a series of gifts totaling $100 or more received during the reporting period from or on 

behalf of, directly or indirectly, any one person who does business with or is regulated by the 

Town of Easton, or from an association, or any entity on behalf of an association that is engaged 

only in representing counties or municipal corporations, and  

 

(b) For each gift reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the nature and value of the gift; and  

 

(2) The identity of the person from whom, or on behalf of whom, directly or indirectly, the gift 

was received. 

 

(v) Employment with or interests in entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement 

filed under this section shall include a schedule of all offices, directorships, and salaried 

employment by the individual or member of the immediate family of the individual held at any 

time during the reporting period with entities doing business with the Town of Easton, and for 

each position reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 

 

(b) The title and nature of the office, directorship, or salaried employment held and the date it 

commenced; and 
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(c) The name of each Town of Easton agency with which the entity is involved. 

 

(vi) Indebtedness to entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed under this 

section shall include a schedule of all liabilities, excluding retail credit accounts, to persons 

doing business with the Town of Easton owed at any time during the reporting period by the 

individual or by a member of the immediate family of the individual if the individual was 

involved in the transaction giving rise to the liability, and for each liability reported under this 

paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The identity of the person to whom the liability was owed and the date the liability was 

incurred; 

 

(b) The amount of the liability owed as of the end of the reporting period; 

 

(c) The terms of payment of the liability and the extent to which the principal amount of the 

liability was increased or reduced during the year; and (d) The security given, if any, for the 

liability. 

 

(vii) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of the immediate family 

members of the individual employed by the Town of Easton in any capacity at any time during 

the reporting period. 

 

(viii) Sources of earned income. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of 

the name and address of each place of employment and of each business entity of which the 

individual or a member of the individual's immediate family was a sole or partial owner and 

from which the individual or member of the individual's immediate family received earned 

income, at any time during the reporting period.  If the individual's spouse is a lobbyist regulated 

by the Town, the individual shall disclose the entity that has engaged the spouse for the lobbying 

purposes.  A minor child's employment or business ownership need not be disclosed if the 

agency that employs the individual does not regulate, exercise authority over, or contract with 

the place of employment or business entity of the minor child. 

 

(ix) Relationship with University of Maryland Medical System, State or Local Government, or 

Quasi-Government Entity. 

 

(a) An individual shall disclose the information specified in General Provisions Article §5-

607(j)(1), Annotated Code of Maryland, for any financial or contractual relationship with:An 

individual shall disclose the information specified in General Provisions Article §5-607(j)(1), 

Annotated Code of Maryland, for any financial or contractual relationship with: 

 

(1) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(2) A governmental entity of the State or a local government in the State; or 

 

(3) A quasi-governmental entity of the State or local government in the State.   
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(b) For each financial or contractual relationship reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the relationship; 

 

(2) The subject matter of the relationship; and 

 

(3) The consideration. 

 

(x) A statement filed under this section may also include a schedule of additional interests or 

information that the individual making the statement wishes to disclose. 

 

(xi) For the purposes of Paragraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of this subsection, the following interests are 

considered to be the interests of the individual making the statement: 

 

(a) An interest held by a member of the individual's immediate family, if the interest was, at any 

time during the reporting period, directly or indirectly controlled by the individual. 

 

(b) An interest held, at any time during the applicable period by: 

 

(1) A business entity in which the individual held a 10% or greater interest. 

 

 (2) A business entity described in section (i) of this subsection in which the business entity held 

a 25% or greater interest; 

 

 (3) A business entity described in section (ii) of this subsection in which the business entity held 

a 50% or greater interest; and 

 

 (4) A business entity in which the individual directly or indirectly, through an interest in one or a 

combination of other business entities, holds a 10% or greater interest 

 

(c) An interest held by a trust or an estate in which, at any time during the reporting period the 

individual held a reversionary interest or was a beneficiary, or if a revocable trust, the individual 

was a settlor. 

 

(I) The Commission shall review the financial disclosure statements submitted under this section 

for compliance with the provisions of this section and shall notify an individual submitting the 

statement of any omissions or deficiencies. In addition, the Commission may take appropriate 

enforcement action to ensure compliance with this section. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 2-22. Ethics disclosure statement – employees and appointed officials. 

 

(A) All officials appointed to Town boards and commissions and all employees are subject to this 

Section. 
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(B) A statement filed under this section shall be filed with the Commission under oath or 

affirmation. 

 

(C) On or before April 30 of each year during which an official or employee holds office, an 

official or employee shall file a statement disclosing gifts received during the preceding calendar 

year from any person that contracts with or is regulated by the Town of Easton including the 

name of the donor of the gift and the approximate retail value at the time or receipt. 

 

(D) The ethics disclosure statement required by (C) above shall also include a section for an 

official or employee to disclose employment and interests that raise conflicts of interest or 

potential conflicts of interest in connection with a specific proposed action by the employee or 

official. Inclusion of conflicts of interest on the annual ethics disclosure shall not replace an 

employee's or appointed official's obligation to disclose conflicts of interest or potential conflicts 

of interest at other times sufficiently in advance of the action to provide adequate disclosure to 

the public. 

 

(E) The Commission shall maintain all disclosure statements filed under this section as public 

records available for public inspection and copying as provided in Sec. 2-20 of this chapter. 

(Ordinance 590 and 662 effective 10/7/2013 and 8/10/2015) 

 

Section 2-23. Lobbying disclosure. 

 

(A) Any person who personally appears before any Town official, Board or employee, with the 

intent to influence that person in performance with his or her official duties, and in connection 

with such intent, expends or reasonably expects to expend in a given calendar year, in excess of 

$250 on food, entertainment or other gifts for such officials, shall file a registration statement 

with the Commission not later than January 15 of the calendar year or within five days after 

making these appearances. 

 

(B) The registration statement shall include complete identification of the registrant and of any 

other person on whose behalf the registrant acts, and the subject matter on which the registrant 

proposes to make these appearances. 

 

(C) Registrants under this Section shall file a report within 30 days after the end of any calendar 

year during which they were registered, disclosing the value, date and nature of any food, 

entertainment or other gift provided to a Town official or Town employee. When a gift or series 

of gifts to a single official or employee exceeds $50 in value, the official or employee shall also 

be identified. 

 

(D) The registrations and reports filed pursuant to this Section shall be maintained by the 

Commission as public records available for public inspection and copying. (Ordinance 590 

effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-24. Exemptions and modifications. 
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The Commission may grant exemptions and modifications to the provisions of Sec. 2-19 and 

Sec. 2-21 of this Article as they relate to employees and to appointed members of Town of 

Easton Boards and Commissions, if it determines that the application of those provisions would: 

 

(A) Constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy; 

 

(B) Significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service; and 

 

(C) Not be required to preserve the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-25. Enforcement. 

 

(A) The Commission may: 

 

(i) Assess a late fee of $2 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to timely file a financial 

disclosure statement required under Sections 2-21 or 2-22 of this Article; 

 

(ii) Assess a late fee of $10 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to file a timely 

lobbyist registration or lobbyist report required under Section 2-23 of this Article; and 

 

(iii) Issue a cease and desist order against any person found to be in violation of this Article. 

 

(B) Upon a finding of a violation of any provision of this article, the Commission may: 

 

(i) Issue an order of compliance directing the respondent to cease and desist from the violation; 

 

(ii) Issue a reprimand; or 

 

(iii) Recommend to the appropriate authority other appropriate discipline of the respondent, 

including censure or removal if that discipline is authorized by law. 

 

(C) If the Commission finds that a respondent has violated Section 2-22 of this Article, the 

Commission may: 

 

(i) Require a respondent who is a registered lobbyist to file any additional reports or information 

that reasonably related to the information that is required under Section 2-23 of this Article; 

 

(ii) Impose a fine not exceeding $5,000 for each violation; and 

 

(iii) Suspend the registration of an individual lobbyist if the Commission finds that the lobbyist 

knowingly and willfully violated Section 2-22 of this Article or has been convicted of a criminal 

offense arising from lobbying activities. 

 

(D) Upon request by the Commission, the Town Attorney may file a petition for injunctive relief 

in the Circuit Court for Talbot County. The Court may: 
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(i) Issue an order to cease and desist from the violation; 

 

(ii) Except as provided in (iv) of this paragraph, void an official action taken by an official or 

employee with a conflict of interest prohibited by this chapter when the action arises from or 

concerns the subject matter of the conflict and if the legal action is brought within 90 days of the 

occurrence of the official action, if the court deems voiding the action to be in the best interest of 

the public; or 

 

(iii) Impose a fine of up to $5,000.00 for any violation of the provisions of this Article, with each 

day upon which the violation occurs constituting a separate offense. 

 

(iv) A court may not void any official action appropriating public funds, levying taxes, or 

providing for the issuance of bonds, notes or other evidences of public obligations. 

 

(E) In addition to any other enforcement provisions in this chapter, a person who the 

Commission or a court finds has violated this Article: (i) Is subject to termination or other 

disciplinary action; and (ii) May be suspended from receiving payment of salary or other 

compensation pending full compliance with the terms of an order of the Commission or a court. 

 

(F) A Town official or employee found to have violated this Article may be subject to 

disciplinary or other appropriate personnel action, including removal from office, disciplinary 

action, suspension of salary, or other sanction. 

 

(G) Violation of Sec. 2-23 of this Article shall be a misdemeanor subject to a fine of up to 

$10,000.00 or imprisonment of up to one year. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical 

reference 103 and 107) 

 

Article XIVVII. Codes Enforcement 

 

§ 2-31. Code Enforcement. 

 

§ 2-3126.1 Codes Enforcement Establishment. 

 

The office of Town of Easton Code Enforcement is hereby established and the official in charge 

thereof shall be known as the Code Official. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009) 

 

§ 2-3126.1.1 Code Official. 

 

The Code Official is hereby authorized to act as the enforcement officer with regard to all 

ordinances of the Town of Easton other than criminal ordinances. The Code Official may 

designate; one or more assistants as Code Enforcement Officers, one such person as the Codes 

Administrator and one such person as the Codes Assistant of the Town of Easton. Such 

persons shall have duties and powers as delegated by the Code Official. (Ordinance 559 

effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 310) 
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§ 2-3126.1.2 Law Enforcement Officers. 

 

The sworn law enforcement officers of the Easton Police Department are hereby authorized to 

enforce any non-criminal ordinance of the Town of Easton when requested to do so by the 

Code Official or any other assistant designated by the Code Official to act as an enforcement 

officer or administrator. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 310 & 16) 

 

§ 2-3126.1.3 Other Powers Nnot Aaffected. 

 

The provisions of this section shall not affect the authority of members of the Easton Police 

Department to enforce state or local criminal laws or ordinances. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 310) 

 

§ 2-3126.2 Code Enforcement Board of Appeals 

 

§ 2-26.2.1 General. 

 

Any person directly affected by a decision of the Code Official or a notice or order issued by 

the Code Official shall have the right to appeal to the Easton Board of Zoning Appeals under 

the provisions set forth in Chapter 28 Zoning of the Code of the Town of Easton, provided 

that a written application for appeal is filed within 20 days after the day the decision, notice or 

order was served (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 86, 115, 238, 325, 

405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.2.2  Application for aAppeal. 

 

An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of the codes or the 

rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted or do not fully apply. 

(Ordinance 627 effective October 7th 2012, historical reference 86, 448, and 559). 

 

§ 2-3126.2.2.1 Waiver Aauthority. 

 

Except as set forth in § 11-6.4.3 of the Easton Town Code, the Bboard shall have no authority 

to waive requirements of the codes. (Ordinance 627 effective October 7th 2012, historical 

reference 86, 448, and 559). 

 

§ 2-3126.2.3 Board. 

 

All provisions governing the Board of Appeals with respect to members, provisions for 

alternates, quorum, procedure, chairman, term of office, etc. shall be applicable to appeals of 

the Building Codes.. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.2.4 Administration. 

 

The Code Official shall take immediate action in accordance with the decision of the Easton 

Board of Zoning Appeals. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 448) 
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§ 2-3126.3 Code Enforcement Division. 

 

§ 2-3126.3.1 Establishment. 

 

The division of Building Inspection is here by established under the office of Town of Easton 

Code Enforcement and the official in charge thereof shall be the Code Official hereafter cited 

as official. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 

448) 

 

§ 2-3126.3.2 Designation of Division Staff. 

 

The official shall have the authority to designate; one or more assistants as Technical; 

Examiners or Inspectors and one such person as the Building Codes Administrator of the 

Town of Easton. Such persons shall have duties and powers as delegated by the official. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4 Duties and Powers of the Code Official. 

 

§ 2-3126.4.1 General. 

 

The official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of the Town of Easton 

Code exclusive of criminal codes, hereafter cited as codes. The official shall have the 

authority to render interpretations of those codes and to adopt policies and procedures in order 

to clarify the application of those provisions. Such interpretations, policies and procedures 

shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of those codes. Such policies and 

procedures shall not have the effect of waiving requirement specifically provided for in those 

codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.2 Applications and Ppermits. 

 

The official shall receive applications, review construction documents and issue permits; for 

the erection, alteration, demolition and moving of buildings and structures, inspect the 

premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions 

of those codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 

405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.3 Notices and Oorders. 

 

The official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with those codes. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.4 Inspections. 

 

The official shall make all of the required inspections, or the official shall have the authority 

to accept reports of inspection by approved agencies or individuals, including outside 
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inspection consultants hired by the Town. Reports of such inspections shall be in writing and 

be certified by a responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible individual. 

The official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to report upon 

unusual technical issues that arise. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 

115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.5 Identification. 

 

The official shall carry proper identification when inspecting structures or premises in the 

performance of duties under those codes. For the purpose of this section, proper identification 

shall be a photo identification card that identifies that the individual is an employee of the 

Town of Easton.  (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 

& 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.6 Right of Eentry. 

 

Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of those codes, or where 

the official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in a structure or upon a premises a 

condition which is contrary to or in violation of those codes which makes the structure or 

premises unsafe, dangerous, or hazardous, the official is authorized to enter the structure or 

premises at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed by those codes. The 

official may not enter any building or structure without the permission from the owner or 

occupant except pursuant to a warrant issued by a Court of Maryland and accompanied by a 

police officer who shall serve and execute the warrant. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, 

historical reference 16 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.7 Department rRecords. 

 

The official shall keep records of applications received, permits and certificates issued, fees 

collected, reports of inspections, and notices and orders issued. Such records shall be retained 

in the records for the period required for retention of public records. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.8 Liability. 

 

The official charged with the enforcement of those codes or other pertinent law or codes, 

while acting for the Town of Easton in good faith and without malice in the discharge of the 

duties required by those codes or other pertinent law or codes, shall not thereby be rendered 

liable personally and is hereby relieved from personal liability for any damage accruing to 

persons or property as a result of any act or by reason of an act or omission in the discharge of 

official duties. Any suit instituted against an official because of an act performed by that 

official in the lawful discharge of duties and under provisions of those codes or other pertinent 

law or codes shall be defended by legal representative of the Town of Easton until the final 

termination of the proceedings. The official shall not be liable for the cost in any action, suit 

or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of those codes or other pertinent 

law or codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238 & 448) 
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§ 2-3126.4.9 Approved Mmaterials and Eequipment. 

 

Materials, equipment, and devices approved by the official shall be constructed and installed in 

accordance with such approval. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 

238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.9.1 Used Mmaterials and Eequipment. 

 

The use of used materials which meet the requirements of those codes for new materials is 

permitted. Used equipment and devices shall not be reused unless approved by the official. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/131/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.10 Modifications. 

 

Wherever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of those codes, 

the official shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases, upon application 

of the owner or owner’s representative, provided the official shall first find that special 

individual reason makes the strict letter of those codes impractical and the modification is in 

compliance with the intent and purpose of those codes and that such modification does not lessen 

health, accessibility, life and fire safety, or structural requirements. The details of action granting 

modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the division. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.11 Alternative Mmaterials, Ddesign and Mmethods of Cconstruction and 

Eequipment. 

 

The provisions of those codes are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to 

prohibit any design or method of construction not specifically prescribed by those codes, 

provided that any such alternative has been approved. An alternative material, design or method 

of construction shall be approved where the official finds that the proposed design is satisfactory 

and complies with the intent of the provisions of those codes, and that the material, method or 

work offered is for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed by those codes 

in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety. Compliance with the 

specific performance-based provisions in lieu of specific requirements of those codes shall also 

be permitted as an alternate. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 

325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-3126.4.11.1 Tests. 

 

Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of those codes, or 

evidence that a material or method does not conform to the requirements of those codes, or in 

order to substantiate claims for alternative materials or methods, the official shall have the 

authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at no expense to the Town of 

Easton. Test methods shall be as specified in those codes or by other recognized test 

standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test methods, the official shall approve 
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the testing procedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. Reports of such tests 

shall be retained by the official for the period required for retention of public records. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

Article VIII.XV. Custody and Disposition of Abandoned, Lost or Seized Personal Property 

 

Section 2-3227 Purpose and Scope of Article. 

 

The purpose of this Article is to set forth the authority and procedures by which Easton Police 

Department shall maintain custody over, and dispose of, personal property in its 

positionpossession. It is not intended to affect or modify the laws of the United States of the 

State of Maryland regarding the definition of contraband or its forfeiture or disposition as those 

laws pertain to the Town. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-3328 Custody. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, the Easton Police Department shall maintain custody of any 

abandoned, lost, or seized personal property that comes into the custody of the Department until 

the Department determines that the custody is not necessary to any investigation or prosecution 

or otherwise necessary for the discharge of the Department’s duties. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-3429 Return Of Property Other Than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, after a determination described under Section 2-3328, the 

Department shall (1) return any item of personal property (other than contraband) over which it 

has custody to the person who: (a) establishes his or her right to possession of said property and 

(b) gives a written receipt for the item of personal property to the Department; or (2) dispose of 

such property in accordance with the provisions of this Article. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-3530 Notice Regarding Property Other Than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, the Department shall give notice to the last known address of 

the person entitled to possession of any item of property (other than contraband) in the custody 

of the Department (if the identity of such person is known to the Department) by certified mail of 

the fact that the Department is in custody of such property and that such property is not 

necessary for any investigation or prosecution or otherwise necessary for the discharge of the 

Department duties and advising such person that such property may be recovered from the 

Department after compliance with the requirements of Section 2-3429 and payment of any 

administrative fees or other expenses incurred by the Department in connection with the storage 

of said property. The notice shall further state that, if the property is not claimed from the 

Department within 30 days of the date of the notice, the Department shall dispose of the property 

and the proceeds of such disposition, if any shall be paid to the Town. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Page 40 of 207



Section 2-361 Disposition of Unclaimed Property Other than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, if the person entitled to position possession of any item of 

personal property fails to respond to the notice described in the previous section within 30 days 

from the date that the notice was mailed or if the property is otherwise unclaimed, the 

Department may dispose of the property in accordance with the following: (Ordinance 375 

effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(A) a)  Cash. All cash shall be delivered to the Town Clerk Finance Officer and deposited in 

the Town’s General Fund; (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(B) b)  Firearms and Other Weapons. Any firearm which can be used by the Department in 

the discharge of its function shall be retained by the Department. The Chief of Police may, at his 

or her discretion, transfer firearms to other law enforcement agencies if such firearms can be 

used by said agencies in the discharge of their function. All other weapons (other than 

collectaible weapons) shall be destroyed. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(Cc)   Collectiable Weapons. For the purpose of this section, the term “collectiable weapon” 

means any weapon which, in the judgment of the Chief of Police, because of age, workmanship, 

or design is not likely to be used for criminal purposes and is suitable for decorative or similar 

purposes. Collectiable weapons shall be sold at public auction pursuant to Section 2-361(e). 

(Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(Dd)   Toys, Children’s Bicycles and Similar Items. Any toys, children’s bicycles or similar 

items may be transferred by the Department to one or more tax exempt, non-profit charitable or 

community organizations serving the residents of the Town. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(Ee)   Other Tangible Personal Property. The Department shall retain for its own use any item of 

tangible personal property which will be useful for the Department’s function. All other items of 

tangible personal property shall either be disposed of as rubbish or sold at public auction under 

such additional terms and conditions as the Chief of Police determines are appropriate. The 

proceeds of such auction shall be delivered to the Town Clerk Finance Officer and deposited in 

the Town’s General Fund. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-372 Disposition of Contraband. 

 

All contraband in the position possession of the Department shall be forfeited and disposed of in 

accordance with federal and State law. If federal and / or State law does not provide a procedure 

for the disposition of a particular item of contraband, the Chief of Police shall determine whether 

the item shall be destroyed or disposed of in accordance with Section 2-316. (Ordinance 375 

effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-383 Disposition of Motor Vehicles. 

 

Motor vehicles in the custody of the Department shall be disposed of pursuant to applicable 

provision of State law. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 
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Section 2-394 No Additional Duties Imposed Upon Department; Chief of Police Authorized 

To Issue Regulation. 

 

The provisions of this Article shall not be interpreted to impose upon the Easton Police 

Department or the Town of Easton any duty, not otherwise existing, to investigate or attempt to 

ascertain the identity or whereabouts of any person who is or may be entitled to possession of 

any item of abandoned, lost, or seized personal property in the custody of the Department. The 

purpose of this Article is to provide a method by which the Easton Police Department shall 

maintain custody of and dispose of personal property; it shall not create in any person a cause of 

action against the Town or any official, agent or employee thereof for failure to follow the terms 

of this Article. The Chief of Police is authorized to issue such regulations as he or she deems 

necessary to implement the intention of this Article. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Article XVIIX. Economic Development Program 

 

Section 2-4035. Establishment. 

 

The Town of Easton shall have an Economic Development Program for the purpose of: 

 

(A1) encouraging sound and balanced economic growth; 

 

(B2) attracting and retaining businesses, including, but not limited to, small, minority, and/or 

disadvantaged enterprises; 

 

(3C) promoting the creation and retention of jobs in the Town; 

 

(D4) expanding the commercial and industrial tax base of the Town of Easton; 

 

(E5) applying for and administering grants and loans related to the economic vitality of the Town 

and assisting with various tax credit and loan programs offered by Federal, State, and County 

governments as these programs relate to the economic vitality of the Town; 

 

(F6) identifying areas of the Town in need of economic revitalization and assisting with plans for 

needed revitalization; 

 

(G7) assisting existing businesses and prospective businesses in identifying sources of financing 

and professional and technical services; and  

 

(H8) providing technical assistance, education, and information to the business community and 

its recognized associations; and 

 

(I) organizing public events to promote tourism . 

 

Section 2-4136. Administration. 
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The Economic Development Program shall be administered 

 

(A1) by the Town through the employment of an Economic Development Coordinator appointed 

by the Mayor and approved by the Town Council or; or 

 

(B2) at the discretion of the Mayor and Town Council, by a nonprofit economic organization 

organized for the purpose of implementing the Economic Development Program for the Town of 

Easton. 

 

Article X. Elections 

 

Section 2-36. Voting places. 

 

It shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to provide for each Town election a suitable 

place or places for voting. The Supervisor of Elections shall supply suitable voting machines and 

all necessary equipment for use in the regular or special Town elections, and the expenses thereof 

shall be paid for by the Town. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-37. Notice of elections. 

 

The Supervisor of Elections shall, at least 25 days before any regular or special election, unless 

otherwise provided, give notice to the voters of the Town, in one or more newspapers published 

in the Town of Easton, of the day and hours and the place or places of holding such election, and 

such other information as may be necessary or advisable to enable the voters to intelligently cast 

their ballots. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-38. Ballots - Requirements generally. 

 

After the time has expired for presenting nomination petitions, the Supervisor of Elections shall 

prepare the official ballots and shall cause to be printed thereon the names in alphabetical order 

of the nominees for the respective offices to be filled, and he or she shall cause the names of the 

candidates for the same office to be grouped together. No party or designation of any candidate 

shall be printed or otherwise indicated upon the ballot. Whenever there is any question submitted 

to the voters for their decision, the question shall be placed upon the ballot in full, and 

immediately below the question there shall appear, in the following order, the words "yes" and 

"no" and to the left of each a square in which the voter may cast his or her vote. Ballots other 

than those created by and printed at the direction of the Supervisor of Elections shall not be cast 

or counted in any election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-39. Posting of sample ballot. 

 

At least four days before any election, the Supervisor of Elections shall conspicuously and 

securely post accurate sample copies of the ballots to be used in the approaching election in one 

or more public places. One sample ballot shall be placed upon the exterior of the building or 

buildings in which polls will be held, so that the same can be readily seen and examined by 
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pedestrians passing on the street on which the polling place is located. (Ordinance 615 effective 

11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-40. Posting of sample ballots - mistakes and challenges. 

 

A correct list of the names of the candidates as they are to appear on the ballot shall be furnished 

on demand by the Supervisor of Elections to the candidates or their authorized agents. If any 

mistakes are discovered, it shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to correct the same 

without delay, and if the Supervisor of Elections shall decline or refuse to make the correction, 

then upon the sworn petition of any qualified voter who would have the right to vote for such 

candidate at the approaching election, the Circuit Court for Talbot County may, by order, require 

said Supervisor of Elections to correct such error or to show cause why such error should not be 

corrected. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-41. Opening and closing hours of polls. 

 

For all Town elections, the polls shall remain open from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. on the same day. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-42. Voting procedure. 

 

All voting in the Town of Easton, other than by absentee ballot, shall be performed on voting 

machines, and the applicable Maryland State law shall govern the voting procedure with regard 

to the use of these machines in all elections in the Town of Easton. (Ordinance 615 effective 

11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-43. Electioneering and loitering near polls prohibited. 

 

There shall be no canvassing or electioneering in said polling place or places or within one 

hundred feet of the same, nor shall anyone linger, be, or remain within said distance of one 

hundred feet of the polls except election officials and peace officers, unless it be in approaching 

the polls to vote, or in passing along the streets in the usual and orderly manner of travel. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-44. Bribery of voters prohibited. 

 

Any person who shall bribe or attempt to bribe, coerce, or intimidate any voter to vote or not to 

vote for or against any person or proposition, or to vote or not to vote at any election, shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-45. Poll Watchers - Selection. 

 

Each candidate for elective office may select two (2) persons, both of whom shall be qualified 

voters of the Town, to serve as Poll Watchers, and each candidate shall submit to the Supervisor 

of Elections a list of Poll Watchers at least three (3) days prior to the election. The Poll Watchers 
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shall not be employees of the Town of Easton, and shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 

615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-46. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

 

Each Poll Watcher shall have the right to observe every aspect of the conduct of an election. 

Each Poll Watcher shall be assigned a position at the polling place near the Supervisor of 

Elections or any assistants to the Supervisor of Elections, inside the registration or polling area 

so as to enable him or her to see each person as he or she offers to register or vote. The Poll 

Watchers shall witness the canvass, including absentee ballots, or the ascertainment and 

transcription of voters recorded on voting machines. Poll Watchers shall have the right to enter 

the polling place one-half hour before the opening of the polls. It shall be unlawful for any Poll 

Watcher to inquire or attempt to ascertain for which candidate any voter intends to vote, or has 

voted, or to converse in the polling place with any voter or to assist any voter in the preparation 

of a ballot or in the operation of the voting machine. Any Poll Watcher who violates the 

restrictions set forth herein may be lawfully ejected by the Supervisor of Elections, and is subject 

to penalties provided for in this article. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-47. Absentee ballot provisions. 

 

Any qualified voter of the Town of Easton may vote by absentee ballot rather than in person.  

The procedure for absentee balloting in the Town of Easton shall be that procedure described for 

absentee voting in the state election code, except as follows:     

 

a. The instructions for the casting of absentee ballots shall be prescribed by the 

Supervisor of Elections.   

 

b.a. The Supervisor of Elections shall prescribe the size, form, and content of the absentee 

ballot, material envelopes, providing for a covering envelope, a ballot envelope, and a 

return envelope.    

 

c.   Absentee ballots shall be counted, certified, and canvassed in accordance with the  

provisions of this article.  

 

 d.  An application for an absentee ballot shall be submitted to the Town Clerk no later  

     than the Tuesday preceding the election. 

 

e.  Completed absentee ballots must be received by the Town by mail or in person by  

     8:00 p.m. on election day in order to be counted.   

 

(Ordinance 758 effective 4/4/21) 

 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-48. Election results - Counting of votes and certification. 
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As soon as the polls have closed following any Town election, the Supervisor of Elections, in the 

presence of poll watchers, if any, and of the Board of Canvassers, shall proceed to ascertain and 

transcribe the votes recorded on each voting machine, and shall certify the same to the Board of 

Canvassers at or before 4:00 PM on the Wednesday next following the election. Not earlier than 

4:00 P.M. on that same day, the Board of Canvassers, in the presence of poll watchers, if any, 

shall proceed to count, certify, and canvass the absentee ballots cast in the election. (Ordinance 

615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-49. Election results - Issuance of election certificates. 

 

The Board of Canvassers shall issue a certificate of election to each official elected, and issue 

two certificates, one to the Mayor and one to the Council, whenever any proposition is submitted 

to the vote of the people, showing the vote for and against, which certificate shall be on blanks 

prepared by the Town Clerk, and shall contain a plain statement of the facts and be signed by a 

majority of said Board of Canvassers. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-50. Preservation of ballots after election. 

 

All ballots used in any Town election shall be preserved by the Town Manager or Town Clerk for 

at least six months after the election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-51. Violations. 

 

Any person who is convicted of violating a provision of this Article shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and subject to a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment for 

six (6) months. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-52. Interpretation - Further authority of Town Council. 

 

The provisions of this article shall be interpreted to encourage the registration of voters in the 

Town, and the participation by the citizens of the Town in the electoral processes of the Town. 

The Town Council is hereby authorized to enact such ordinances to provide for additional public 

notice regarding the times, places, and dates of election or to make such further provisions as the 

Town Council deems appropriate in order to fulfill the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 615 

effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Article X. Tree Board 

 

Section 2-37. Establishment 

 

The Tree Board for the Town of Easton is hereby established. The Tree Board shall consist>of 

three to five volunteers appointed by the Mayor. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 

6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-38. Compensation. 
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The Tree Board shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 

and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-39. Powers and Duties. 

 

The Tree Board shall serve at the discretion of the Mayor and Town Council. The Tree Board 

shall assist the Public Works Department and the Town Engineer’s Office in the development and 

maintenance of a comprehensive tree management program. The Tree Board shall report directly 

to the head of the Town Public Works Department, and shall have such powers and duties as the 

Mayor, Town Council, Town Engineer’s Office, or the head of the Public Works Department 

shall assign to him or her. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-40. Residency. 

 

The Tree Board members need not be residents of the Town of Easton if he or she has expertise 

and experience that will assist the Public Works Department and Town Engineer’s Office in 

establishing or maintaining a tree management program. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 

5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Article XVIII. Administrative Search Warrants: Right of Entry 

 

Section 2- 4236. Administrative Search Warrants; Right of Entry.  

 

The Town of Easton, or its designated code official, may apply to a judge of the District Court or 

Circuit Court for Talbot County, for an administrative search warrant to enter any premises to 

conduct any inspection required or authorized by this Code or other applicable law.  

 

(A)A.   The application for an administrative search warrant shall be in writing and sworn to by  

    the applicant and shall particularly describe the place, structure, premises, etc., to be 

  inspected and the nature, scope and purpose of the inspection to be performed by the  

applicant. 

 

(BB. A judge of a court referred to in this section may issue the warrant based upon  

information set forth in subsection A upon a finding that:  

 

1(i).   The applicant has sought access to the property for the purpose of making an   

    inspection; and  

 

(a).  after requesting, at a reasonable time, that the owner, tenant or other 

individual  

     in charge of the property allow the applicant access, the applicant has been  

     denied access to the property; or  

 

(b).  after making a reasonable effort the applicant has been unable to locate any 

of  

     these individuals;  
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(ii)2.   The Town or its designated code official(s) is authorized by law to make 

an  

inspection of the property for which the warrant is sought; and  

 

(iii)3. Probable cause for the issuance of the warrant has been demonstrated by 

the  

applicant by:  

 

(a).  specific evidence of a violation of the Town Code or other applicable law, or 

a  

     public nuisance that affects the health, safety and welfare of the Town' s  

     citizens; or  

 

(b).  information that the property to be inspected falls within an administrative  

     inspection program of the Town.  

 

(C).   An administrative search warrant issued under this section shall specify the place,  

      structure, or premise to be inspected. The inspection conducted may not exceed the  

      limits specified in the warrant.  

 

(D).   An administrative search warrant issued under this section authorizes the applicant  

      and other designated officials or employees of the Town to enter specified property to    

      perform the inspection, sampling and other functions authorized by law to determine  

      compliance with the provisions of the Code or other law.  

 

E€.   An administrative search warrant issued under this section shall be executed and  

      returned to the judge by whom it was issued within:  

 

1(i).  The time specified in the warrant, not to exceed thirty (30) days; or  

 

2(ii).  If no time is specified in the warrant, fifteen (15) days from the date of its  

     issuance. 

 

(Ordinance 581: effective 10/25/2010) 

 

Article XI.  Campaign Finance 

Section 2-53. Definitions. 

A.  Authority Line:  A statement that identifies the person or organization responsible for the 

production, publication, or distribution of campaign materials. 

B.A. Campaign Contribution:  Contributions made by individuals in support of and to be 

used by a candidate in furtherance of their campaign. 

C.A. Campaign Loan:  Contributions made by a financial institution or other entity in 

the business of making loans or contributions made by an individual, business, 

organization, political committee, or other registered political organization for which 
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repayment is personally guaranteed by the candidate and is due within one year of the date 

of the loan.  

D.A. Candidate:  A candidate is a resident of the Town of Easton who has completed all 

necessary requirements to run to serve on the Easton Town Council or as the Mayor.  

Candidate includes an individual, prior to that individual filing a nominating petition, if the 

individual has accepted campaign contributions, announced an intention to run for office, 

or has begun to expend funds in anticipation of running for election. 

E.A. Charitable Organization:  An entity that seeks to advance public benefit through 

charitable activities.    

F.A. Independent Expenditure:  Contributions made by any individual, business, 

organization, political committee, or other registered political organization to support or 

oppose a candidate but are not provided directly to a candidate nor made in coordination, 

cooperation, consultation, agreement, or at the request or suggestion of a candidate.   

G.A. Political Committee:  A group of people that accepts contributions and/or makes 

expenditures to influence a political election. 

H.A. Registered Political Organization:  An entity that is involved in influencing 

elections, policies, or appointments and is legally required to register with a governing 

body, such as a federal or state election commission. 

I.A. Treasurer:  A person other than the candidate who is responsible for tracking all 

campaign donations & expenditures and filing all required reports pursuant to this Article. 

 

Section 2-54. Appointment of Treasurer. 

A. Each candidate shall appoint one treasurer and shall file the name, address and 

telephone number of the treasurer together with the treasurer’s acceptance of the 

appointment, on a form provided by and returned to the Town Clerk upon or before and 

as a condition precedent to qualifying as a candidate.  

  

B. A candidate may not serve as his or her own campaign treasurer.  A treasurer may 

be a spouse, domestic partner, or relative of the candidate.    

C. A treasurer who resigns shall do so on a form provided by and returned to the 

Town Clerk. The candidate shall appoint a new treasurer in accordance with Subsection A 

of this Section within 72 hours of the resignation of the previous treasurer.     

 

Section 2-55. Authority Lines. 

A.  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, each item of campaign material shall contain, 

set apart from any other message, the treasurer’s name and/or authority line.  For each 

electronic campaign material, including web pages, social media and robotic telephone 

calls, a message acknowledging that the treasurer and candidate approve of the electronic 

campaign material shall be provided in the electronic campaign material. 

   

B.A. A candidate may request an exemption from this requirement from the Supervisor 
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of Elections if a particular campaign item is too small to include all the information 

required by this Section.   

 

Section 2-56.  Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer.   

A.  All contributions received or disbursed by a candidate for any purpose shall be paid over 

to and made to pass through the hands of the treasurer and shall be disbursed by such 

person.  It shall be a violation of this Article for any candidate to make any expenditure or 

to disburse or spend any money or any other valuable thing(s) for any purpose until the 

money or other valuable thing(s) so disbursed or expended shall have passed through the 

hands of the treasurer.   

 

B.A. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, it is not a violation 

of this provision for a candidate to expend such candidate’s personal funds in furtherance 

of his or her own election, provided that such expenditure is reported to the treasurer, and 

the treasurer’s report indicates whether those funds were reimbursed.   

 

C.A. Any campaign contributions received by a candidate must be deposited into a 

separate account with a financial institution.  Campaign contributions shall not be 

commingled with any other funds.   

 

Section 2-57.  Restrictions on Campaign Contributions.   

A.  Except as provided in Subsection B of this Section, no candidate or treasurer may accept 

from a single person, business or organization, and no person, business, or organization 

may give or promise to any single candidate, contributions of money or in-kind things of 

value that total over One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) per election.   

 

B.A. Contributions by a candidate or a candidate’s spouse or domestic partner to the 

candidate’s own campaign shall not be subject to, or included in, the dollar limitations set 

forth in this Section.   

 

C.A. A candidate or treasurer who receives a contribution exceeding the limit specified 

in Subsection A of this Section shall not use the contribution for any purpose whatsoever, 

but shall return it immediately to the donor.   

 

D.A. For the purpose of this Section, the value of a contribution in kind shall be 

considered to be a reasonable estimate of its fair market value.   

 

E.A. Contributions from political committees or any other registered political 

organizations are prohibited. 

 

F.A. No candidate or treasurer may accept any anonymous contributions. 

 

G.A. No candidate or treasurer may accept any contributions in the name of someone 
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other than the contributor.   

 

H.A. Food and beverages provided as part of a meet and greet event and donated by the 

host shall not be considered a campaign contribution provided they are less than One 

Hundred Dollars ($100.00).   

 

I.A. If any candidate or treasurer receives a contribution prohibited by this Section, the 

candidate or treasurer shall either return the contribution to the contributor promptly or 

shall forfeit the contribution to the Town promptly, which forfeiture may be used by the 

Town for any public purpose.  

 

J.A. Campaign loans. 

 

(1)  Except as set forth in Subsection B of this Section, the total amount of all loans to a 

candidate for any election shall not exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 

($2,500), and no one person or entity may loan a candidate more than One Thousand 

Dollars ($1,000). 

 

(2)(1) A loan to a candidate shall be considered a contribution unless: 

 

(a) The loan is from a financial institution or other entity in the business of making 

loans; or  

 

(b)(a) The loan is to the candidate and repayment is personally guaranteed by the 

candidate and is due within one year of the date of the loan.  

 

(3)(1) All campaign loans shall be documented on campaign finance reports in a format 

provided by the Town Clerk.   

 

Section 2-58.  Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

A.  Campaign contributions may be used only for the following purposes: 

 

(1)  Print, radio, electronic material production, distribution, and advertisements 

 

(2)(1) Website/social media creation and maintenance 

 

(3)(1) Meals and clothing for campaign workers 

 

(4)(1) Tents and supplies for rallies and poll watching 

 

(5)(1) Cost to attend events where exposure will aid in candidate’s election process 
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(6)(1) Signs 

 

B.A.  No candidate may use campaign funds for any personal use, which is an obligation 

or expense of any person that would exist irrespective of the campaign of a candidate.   

 

C.A. Notwithstanding Subsection B of this Section, a candidate may disburse surplus 

campaign funds by returning them to contributors on a pro rata basis, paying them to the 

Town to be used for any public purpose, or donating them to a charitable organization.  A 

report of such disbursement shall be filed in accordance with this Article. 

 

Section 2-59.  Campaign Finance Reports. 

A.  The treasurer for each candidate shall file reports with the Town Clerk containing all 

contributions received and expenditures made in accordance with this Article on a form 

provided by the Town Clerk. 

 

B.A. The Town Clerk shall make all reports and/or affidavits filed pursuant to this 

Article available for examination by any member of the public. 

 

C.A. Any report filed with the Town shall also be filed by the candidate with the State 

Board of Elections as required by state law, including pursuant to § 4-108.2 of the Local 

Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, which may be amended from 

time to time.   

 

D.A. Reports required by this Article shall be filed pursuant to the following schedule: 

 

(1) Initial report.  An initial report shall be filed no later than two (2) months prior to the 

date of the election, if applicable. 

 

(2)(1) Second report.  A second report shall be filed no later than one (1) month prior to 

the date of the election. 

 

(3)(1) Third report.  A third report shall be filed no later than one (1) week prior to the 

date of the election. 

 

(4)(1) Final report. A final report shall be filed no later than one (1) week after the date 

of the election. 

 

(5)(1) Surplus Funds Report.  The treasurer shall file a report giving a full account of the 

disposition of any surplus funds within one (1) month after the date of the  election. 

 

E.A.  Each report filed shall include: 

 

(1)  The total and individual amounts of all contributions received by the treasurer; 
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(2)(1) The total and individual amounts of all expenditures which the candidate, or 

candidate’s treasurer, or any person acting on their behalf made; 

 

(3)(1) The total and individual amounts of all loans the candidate or candidate’s treasurer 

received; and 

 

(4)(1) Any balance from the prior reporting period. 

 

F.A.  The final report shall include a copy of the bank statements supporting the numbers 

in the report and documentation indicating the nature, terms, and status of each loan. 

 

G.A. The Treasurer shall retain copies of all receipts and/or other documentation for all 

contributions and expenditures reported, which shall include dates, amounts, and 

information to identify each contributor and recipient of funds for a period of one year after 

the election. 

 

H.A. Notwithstanding any other provision in this Article, a report need not itemize the 

campaign contributions made by the candidate or the candidate’s spouse or domestic 

partner but may aggregate those contributions under one line or total.   

 

I.A. All reports shall be executed under the penalties of perjury by the treasurer.   

 

J.A. Even if no contributions or expenditures have been made during the period covered 

by the report, a statement to that effect shall be filed by the treasurer.   

 

Section 2-60.  Independent Expenditures. 

 

A.  Any person, business, organization, or political committee making aggregate independent 

expenditures of One Hundred Dollars ($100) or more in an election cycle for campaign 

material that is a public communication shall file reports disclosing contributions and 

expenditures with the Town Clerk.   

 

B.A. Such report shall be filed within one week after making an expenditure of One 

Hundred Dollars ($100) or more for campaign material that is a public communication.   

 

C.A. The independent expenditure report shall include the following information: 

 

(1) The identity of the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditures and the person exercising direction or control over the 

activities of the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditures; 
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(2)(1) The business address of the person making the independent expenditures; 

 

(3)(1) The amount and date or each independent expenditures during the period covered 

by the report and the identity of the recipient of the expenditure; 

 

(4)(1) The candidate or ballot issue to which the independent expenditure relates and 

whether the independent expenditure supports or opposes that candidate or ballot issue; 

and  

 

(5)(1) The identity of each person who made cumulative donations of Fifty Dollars ($50) 

or more to the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditure during the period covered by the report.   

 

D.  All campaign materials that are public communications shall contain an authority line and a 

disclaimer that they are not made in coordination with the candidate.   

Section 2-61.  Violations and Penalties. 

A.  A candidate shall not be seated and sworn as an elected official and shall not receive a 

salary or other benefits until all reports required by this Article are filed in substantial 

compliance with the requirements of this article and any fines are paid, if applicable, except 

that any reports that are not required to be filed until after the candidate is seated and sworn 

in shall not prevent the seating and swearing in.   

 

B.A. Any person, business, organization, or political committee who violates the 

provisions of this Article shall be guilty of a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of 

Five Hundred Dollars ($500).  Each violation may be considered a separate offense.   

 

C.A. In addition to the penalties above, the Town may seek injunctive relief against any 

violation of the provisions of this Article.   

 

(Ordinance 840 effective 10/26/2025) 

 

 

CHAPTER 3 – RESERVED 
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CHAPTER 4 – ANIMALS AND FOWL 
  

Chapter 4 Animals and Fowl 

 

Article I. In General. 

 

§ 4-1. Animals or poultry - License for raising.Adoption of County Code 

§ 4-2. Same - Sanitary conditions for Rraising Poultry or Animals. 

§ 4-3. Complaint of uUnsanitary Cconditions; hearing. 

§ 4-4. Poultry rRunning aAt Llarge Pprohibited. 

§ 4-5. Keeping Sswine Pprohibited. 

§ 4-6. Animals Rrunning Aat Llarge or Uunattended. 

§ 4-7. Animal Ccarcasses. 

§ 4-8 Roosters Prohibited. 

 

Article II. Dogs. 

 

§ 4-8. Definitions. 

§ 4-9. License required; rabies vaccinations. 

§ 4-10. Obtaining title to stray dogs 

§ 4-11. At Large, Public Nuisance; Impoundment. 

§ 4-12. Female dogs in season; impoundment; redemption. 

§ 4-13. Suspected rabid dogs. 

§ 4-14. Impoundment service fee. 

§ 4-15. Liability for impounding fee. 

§ 4-16. Enforcement. 

§ 4-17. Animal wardens. 

§ 4-18. Dog license responsibility. 

§ 4-19. Humane Care Required; Poisoning Prohibited; Control of Animals; Humane Destruction 

of a Suffering Animal. 

§ 4-20. Interference with authorized person prohibited. 

§ 4-219. Kennels. 

§ 4-22. Penalty 

§ 4-23. Animals Fierce - Penalty. 

§ 4-24. Summons Trial; Penalty 

§ 4-25. Record. 

 

Article I. In General 

 

Section 4-1. Animals or poultry - license for raising. Adoption of County Code. 

 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions of the Talbot County Code, 

Chapter 15 Animals, as the same from time to time may be amended, are applicable and effective 

within the Town of Easton as though those provisions were set forth at length in this section.   

(B) The Talbot County Code, Chapter 15 is hereby amended as follows:  unless the context 

indicates otherwise, the word “County” shall refer to the “Town”.   
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(C) The County shall administer and enforce its animal control regulations, as adopted and 

amended in this Chapter, within the Town in the same manner as they are administered and 

enforced in the unincorporated areas of the County.   

(D) This provision shall not be construed to limit the authority of the Town of Easton to provide 

for additional animal control through the adoption of provisions to this chapter or other 

ordinances.  Except as otherwise stated in this Chapter, any additional animal control provisions 

shall be administered by the Town’s Code Enforcement Department and/or the Easton Police 

Department.   

(E) Any inconsistency between the Talbot County Code and an amendment or additional 

provision set forth in this Chapter shall be construed in favor of the amendment or additional 

provision contained in this Chapter or elsewhere in the Town Code.   

 

All persons engaged in the raising or breeding of poultry, pigeons, rabbits, hares and/or guinea 

pigs within the limits of the town, for commercial purposes, shall be required to obtain a license; 

each application for such license shall state the approximate number and kind of poultry or 

animals to be raised and the location of the premises to be used for said purpose and said license 

shall be issued without a fee. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-2. Same - sSanitary Cconditions for Rraising Poultry or Animals. 

 

All persons raising poultry or animals within the tTown, whether for commercial purposes or 

otherwise, shall be required to keep the same at all times in a clean and sanitary condition and 

free from obnoxious odors. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-3. Complaint of Uunsanitary Cconditions; hearing. 

 

Whenever aAny complaint is made to the council that any poultry, pigeons, rabbits hares and/or 

guinea pigs raised in said Ttown are creating a condition which is unsanitary or obnoxious to 

surrounding property owners shall be made to the Town’s Code Enforcement Department. , the 

council shall give notice of a hearing to be held before it at such time and place as it shall 

designate, at which the party complained against, and the complainant or complainants shall be 

notified to be present, and if upon hearing the matter, the town council shall deem the condition 

in which said poultry, pigeons, rabbits, hares, and/or guinea pigs are raised to be unsanitary and 

obnoxious, it shall revoke any license which may have been obtained by the said owner of said 

poultry, pigeons, rabbits, hares and/or guinea pigs, and order said poultry or animals removed 

forthwith from the limits of the town within a period not to exceed three (3) days. (Ordinance 9 

effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-4. Poultry Rrunning Aat Llarge pProhibited. 

 

It shall be unlawful for poultry to be turned loose or to be allowed to run at large within the 

Ttown limits. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-5. Keeping Sswine Pprohibited. 
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The breeding, feeding, pasturing and/or penning of hogs or pigs, and the maintenance of 

piggeries, pig pens or pig runs within the limits of the Ttown is hereby prohibited. (Ordinance 9 

effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-6. Animals rRunning aAt lLarge or uUnattended. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit an animal to be turned loose or to be allowed to run 

at large within the Ttown limits, or to leave a draft animal whether hitched to a vehicle or not, to 

stand upon any street or alley without being securely tied or fastened or in the immediate custody 

of the owner, driver or some competent person. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 4-7. Animal Ccarcasses. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dead horse, cow, sheep or other animal carcass, to 

permit the same to lie within the Ttown limits longer than a reasonable time for removing or 

burying the same. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 4-8.  Prohibition on Roosters 

 

The raising and/or keeping of roosters is prohibited in the Town of Easton.  For the purposes of 

this section, a rooster is a male chicken at least 6 months old with full plumage capable of 

crowing. 

 

Article II. Dogs 

 

Section 4-8. Definitions. 

 

For purposes of this article the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively 

ascribed to therein by this section: 

 

At large. A dog shall be deemed to be at large whenever the dog is not on the owner's property 

or under the immediate physical control of a responsible person capable of physically 

restraining the animal either by leash, cord, chain, or similar means. 

 

Keeping or harboring. The act or sufferance either of feeding or sheltering a dog on the 

premises of the occupant or owner thereof. 

 

Owner or own. Any person having a right of property in a dog and any person who keeps or 

harbors a dog or has it in his care or acts as custodian or permits it to remain on or about any 

premises occupied or controlled by him. 

 

Public nuisance. Any animal found repeatedly making loud or objectionable sounds, 

damaging property, molesting passersby, chasing vehicles or acting in any manner which is 

deemed to be doing damage to property or to the public health and well being or which is 

known to have bitten two (2) or more persons or shall have been determined by the animal 

control officer, the public health officer, or any other authorized representative of the county 
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to be a detriment to public health, welfare and safety shall be deemed to be a public nuisance. 

If a dead animal is not properly disposed of and is deemed to be a public nuisance by reason 

of its appearance, odor, or for public health reasons its owner may be charged by the local 

health officer or the animal control officer for maintaining a public nuisance. 

 

Vicious dog. Any dog that constitutes a physical threat to human beings, other dogs, cats, 

livestock, swine, or fowl by the virtue of its specific training or demonstrated behavior 

excepting dogs belonging to a government agency acting in the official performance of 

authorized duty. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 53, 55) 

 

Section 4-9. License Required; Rabies Vaccination. 

 

No person shall own or have custody of any dog over four (4) months of age unless the dog is 

licensed as herein provided, and has been vaccinated against rabies in a procedure approved by 

the maryland Public Health Veterinarian. Proof of rabies vaccination shall be given to the dog 

license agent. This provision shall not apply to dogs in the town owned by a non-resident, 

provided the dogs are duly licensed in their home city, county, or state, and providing the owner 

sends a valid rabies vaccination certificate for the dog with the dog while it is in town. 

 

(a) Application for licenses shall be made to Talbot County, Maryland, or its authorized 

representative accompanied by a license fee of $4.00 for spayed female and male dogs, 

veterinarian certificate to be shown on request of licensing authority, and $8.00 for female 

dogs. However, if individual licenses for owned dogs exceeds $25.00, the owner may request 

a blanket dog or kennel license for $25.00 providing he gives duplicate copies of the rabies 

certificate to the county and he notifies the animal control officer by the first of the following 

month of the transfer of ownership of any dog so licensed. The notice shall be on a county 

dog transfer form. Applications made during the license year which are not in default as 

provided in this paragraph may be prorated to the nearest month. 

 

(b) "Seeing eye" dogs trained to assist the blind and dogs trained and used by police in the 

official performance of their duties shall be provided licenses free of charge. 

 

(c) All licenses shall be valid for one year from each July 1; to June 30, of the following year. 

 

(d) Applications for licenses may be made within 30 days following the establishment of 

residence within the town, or within 30 days following the procurement of a dog, without a 

penalty. 

 

(e) The license of an animal may not be transferred with a change of ownership. A license 

may not be transferred by the owner from one dog to another. 

 

(f) Upon payment of the dog license fee, a receipt and a numbered identification tag shall be 

issued to the owner. The dog license tag should be securely fastened to each dog's choke 

chain, collar, or harness and worn by the dog at all times. 
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(g) A dog license tag to replace a lost tag shall be issued to the dog's owner upon application 

and payment of a $1.00 fee. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 55) 

 

Section 4-10. Obtaining title to stray dogs. 

 

Any person obtaining possession of a stray unlicensed dog who wished to keep the dog, shall 

within 48 hours deliver it to the animal control officer of Talbot County along with a statement 

declaring his assumption of boarding expenses and his intention of obtaining ownership of the 

dog. 

 

If the dog is unclaimed for five (5) days, any former title shall be forfeited, and the person 

delivering the dog shall be given the dog upon payment of the board charges, other proper 

charges, his receiving a current dog license, and upon receiving adoption approval of the Talbot 

County Humane Society. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 55) 

 

Section 4-11. At Large, Public Nuisance; Impoundment. 

 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner to permit his dog to run at large or to permit his animal 

to constitute a public nuisance. (Ordinance 74 effective 6/7/1976, historical reference 53) 

 

(b) Whenever any person finds a dog running at large with or without a license tag, or 

believes an animal constitutes a public nuisance, he may notify the animal control officer who 

may cause the dog to be taken and impounded. Upon the capture of any dog, the animal 

control officer shall make a genuine effort to notify the owner of its capture if his identity can 

be ascertained through license records, if any, or otherwise. The dog may be confined and 

disposed of either by destroying or being offered for adoption if not identified and claimed 

with five (5) days after its capture. No owner may claim his dog unless and until all charges 

incident to the confinement of the dog shall be paid. Dogs found "at large" and unlicensed 

which during the episode have bitten a human shall not be released from impoundment, 

except as authorized by a court order but shall become the property of the town and shall be 

humanely destroyed after 72 hours and its brain tested for rabies. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975 and Ordinance 74 effective 6/7/1976, historical reference 

53,55) 

 

Section 4-12. Female dogs in season; impoundment; redemption. 

 

Female dogs in heat found running at large shall be taken and impounded. Any female dog so 

captured may be redeemed by the owner thereof upon payment of the impoundment service fee 

as provided in section 4-14. If the same dog, belonging to the owner, shall be impounded for a 

second time within 12 months, the dog cannot be reclaimed by the owner thereof unless the 
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owner shall pay for the spaying of the dog within one week after notice. (Ordinance 72 effective 

9/7/1975, historical reference 53) 

 

Section 4-13. Suspected rabid dogs. 

 

(a) If a dog is believed to have rabies, or has been bitten by a dog suspected by having rabies, 

the dog or dogs shall be confined by a leash or chain on the owner's premises and shall be 

placed under the observation of a veterinarian at the expense of the owner for a period of two 

(2) weeks. The owner shall notify the animal control officer of the fact that his dog has been 

exposed to rabies and at his discretion the animal control officer is empowered to have the 

dog removed from the owner's premises to a veterinary hospital and there placed under 

observation for a period of 12 weeks at the expense of the owner. 

 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person knowing or suspecting a dog to have rabies to allow the 

dog to be taken off his premises or beyond the limits of the town without the written 

permission of the animal control officer. Every owner, or other person, upon ascertaining a 

dog is rabid shall immediately notify the animal control officer who shall either remove the 

dog to the pound or, if required under the circumstances, summarily destroy it. (Ordinance 72 

effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-14. Impoundment service fee. 

 

Whenever a dog is impounded pursuant to this article or any other provision of the law, the 

owner thereof shall pay an impounding fee of $10.00 for a dog with a valid license and $20.00 

for a dog subject to license and without a current valid license and costs of any required 

veterinary services, and furnish satisfactory evidence that the dog is licensed before release. 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-15. Liability for impounding fee. 

 

Where the owner of an impounded dog can be ascertained the owner shall be liable for the 

impounding fee and other proper charges even in cases wherein the dog is disposed of pursuant 

to this article. In addition to the impounding fee the animal control officer may issue a summons 

pursuant to section 4-24 of this article. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-16. Enforcement. 

 

An animal control officer shall be designated by the mayor as the enforcement authority for the 

provisions of the animal control and dog licensing provisions of the town, acting under the 

general supervision of the mayor. The animal control officer may be an employee of a nonprofit 

organization, independent of the town governmental system. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-17. Animal wardens. 

 

The animal control officer is authorized and empowered to deputize animal wardens, who, acting 

under his supervision, shall be empowered to take into custody and turn over to the Talbot 
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County Humane Society stray, injured, sick or dead animals in accordance with the provisions of 

this article. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 53,55) 

 

Section 4-18. Dog license responsibility. 

 

Nothing in this article shall relieve any dog owner of the responsibility for securing a proper dog 

license as required by section 4-9 of this article. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-19. Humane Care Required: Poisoning Prohibited; Control of Animals; Humane 

Destruction of a Suffering Animal. 

 

(a) All owners of animals shall provide the animals with sufficient food and water, suitable 

shelter, veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering, and humane care and treatment. No 

person shall poison any animal other than rodents. No person shall mistreat or abandon any 

animal in a manner as to cause suffering by the animal. 

 

(b) All owners of animals shall exercise care and control of such animals, so as to prevent 

same from becoming public nuisances. 

 

(c) Any Maryland licensed veterinarian in Talbot County is herein authorized by the town to 

immediately and humanely euthanize a suffering animal without liability if its owner cannot 

be promptly identified. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-20. Interference with authorized person prohibited. 

 

No person shall attempt to interfere with the animal control officer, animal warden or any other 

authorized person in the performance of their duties; nor shall any person attempt to or release 

without authority any animal impounded pursuant to the animal control laws of the town. 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-921. Kennels. 

 

(a) Any structure or place used for the housing, maintaining, or breeding of three (3) or more 

dogs (or other animals) for which a fee is charged shall be deemed a "commercial kennel." 

 

(b) In order to maintain such a structure a special exception must be approved by the board of 

zoning appeals as follows: veterinary clinic, animal hospital, or commercial kennel for the 

raising, breeding or boarding of dogs and other animals, provided that all buildings and 

runways shall be distant at least 200 feet from any lot line. 

 

(c) It shall be unlawful to maintain any kennel, commercial or otherwise, within the corporate 

limits of the Ttown that becomes a nuisance. If upon an investigation by the Ttown or 

Ccounty Aanimal Ccontrol Oofficer, a kennel is found to be a nuisance, it shall be the owner's 

duty to close the kennel and remove the dogs or bitches from the corporate limits of the 
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Ttown within 24 hours. Upon failure of the owner to comply, the Aanimal Ccontrol oOfficer 

shall have the dogs or bitches impounded; however, nothing in this section is intended to 

interfere with the proper operations of animal hospitals. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 53) 

 

Section 4-22. Penalty. 

 

(a) To the extent that the provisions of this article are coincident with those of the Talbot 

County Animal Control Ordinance (County Ordinance) the penalty shall be that provided for 

under Section Sixteen of the County Ordinance. 

 

(b) Any person who violates any section of this article in which the provisions differ from 

those of the County Ordinance; being Section 4-11 (Impoundment for running at large with a 

license tag), 4-12 (Females in season), 4- 13 (Suspected rabid dogs), 4-21 (Kennels) and any 

other section in which there is a material variance from the provisions of the County 

Ordinance; shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not 

more than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each violation. Each day the violation continues shall be 

deemed a separate offense. All fines imposed under this section shall be transferred to the 

Town. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 53) 

 

Section 4-23. Animal Fierce - Penalty. 

 

Any animal of fierce, dangerous, or vicious nature must be confined on the premises of the 

owners or person in possession of the animal, at all times, and in a manner that it cannot reach 

persons who may have occasion to lawfully enter upon the premises at any reasonable time. The 

animal shall not be taken out of the confinement on the premises unless securely muzzled and 

under suitable control. Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 

upon conviction be fined not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than Two hundred 

Fifty Dollars ($250.00) for each offence. Upon conviction the prosecuting judge may order the 

animal destroyed and the owner to refrain from the ownership of other animals as be deemed 

proper. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-24. Summons: Trial: Penalty. 

 

The animal control officer, animal wardens, the county health officer or his deputy, or any law 

enforcement officer may issue a summons to anyone found to be in violation of this article. No 

summons shall be issued except under their personal knowledge. The animal control officer shall 

be promptly notified of such action. In addition, the animal control officer may accept a written 

affidavit of any other person personally observing the violation. Any owner so summoned, 

desiring to stand trial on the date of trial set on the summons, shall notify the district court of 

Talbot County of such desire at least seven (7) days prior to his trial date. Any person desiring to 

plead guilty to the violation prior to his trial shall be subject to a fine as fixed by the summons, 

payable by mail or in person at the clerk's office of the district court. Any person who shall fail to 
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appear at the trial when there has been no pre-trial plea of guilty and payment of fine shall be 

guilty of a separate misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof be fined no less than Twenty-Five 

Dollars ($25.00), plus court costs. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975) 

 

Section 4-25. Records. 

 

Except for any necessary accounting records, no criminal record shall be kept of any violations 

of this article. (Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975). 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5 – BICYCLES, ROLLER SKATES, SKATEBOARDS, AND 

SCOOTERS AND SIMILAR DEVICES 
 

Chapter 5 Bicycles, Roller Skates, Skateboards, and Scooters 

§ 5-1. Manner of Riding Generally. 

§ 5-2. Riding on Sidewalks Prohibited with Exception. 

§ 5-3. Operating of Skateboards, Scooters, and Skates. 

§5-4. Enforcement. 

 

Section 5-1. Manner or Rriding Ggenerally. 

Persons riding bicycles or motor scooters in the Town of Easton shall comply with the Maryland 

Rules of the Road for bicycles and play vehicles set forth in Title 21 of the Transportation Article 

of the Maryland Annotated Code or corresponding future provision thereof, except with the 

respect to riding on sidewalks which is set forth in Section 5-2 and 5-3 below. 

 

(Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967, Ordinance 802, Effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-2. Riding on Ssidewalks Pprohibited with Eexception. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle upon any of the sidewalks within the limits 

of the Town, unless the person is 13 years old or under. No person shall operate a bicycle in a 

reckless or negligent manner on any public sidewalk or trail. No person shall ride a bicycle on a 

public sidewalk or trail without exercising due care for the safety of other persons using the 

sidewalk or trail. No person shall fail to exercise full control over the bicycle. While on a public 

sidewalk or trail, a person operating a bicycle must yield the right of way to any pedestrian and, 

when feasible, audibly alert the pedestrian that they are passing. 

 

(Ordinance 10 effective 1/1/1941, Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-3. Operating of sSkateboards, sScooters, and Sskates. 

No person shall roller skate or ride a skateboard or scooter in a reckless or negligent manner on 

any public sidewalk or trail. No person shall ride a skateboard, scooter, or roller skate on a public 

sidewalk or trail without exercising due care for the safety of other persons using the sidewalk. 

No person shall fail to exercise control while operating roller skates, a skateboard, or scooter on 

public sidewalk or trail. 
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(Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-4. Enforcement. 

The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the police department. Any violation of any 

provision of this Chapter shall be a municipal infraction punishable as set forth in Section 1-8 of 

the Town Code. In addition, the bicycle, skateboard, scooter, or roller skates may be impounded 

by the police officer. Upon payment of the fine, the impounded item may be reclaimed by the 

offender or, where the offender is a minor, his parent or guardian. If an impounded skateboard or 

roller skates have not been reclaimed from impoundment within thirty (30) days from the date of 

offense, then the impounded item shall be deemed abandoned and shall be disposed of in the 

same manner as abandoned bicycles. 

 

In the event that any law enforcement officer of the Town of Easton observes any minor child 

operating a bicycle, skateboard, or scooter in a manner that is unsafe and/or dangerous in 

violation of the provision of this Chapter, the law enforcement officer shall be authorized to 

impound a bicycle, skateboard, or scooter under the provisions of this section whether or not he 

or she issues a citation for a violation of this section. 

 

(Ordinance 152 effective 7-31-88, historical reference 146, Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 
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CHAPTER 6 – BUILDING CODES 
Updated recently so not updating again with the exception of correcting one reference in Section 

6-2.   

 

§6-2. General References.  That this chapter shall reference General Provisions – Chapter 1, 

Licenses – Chapter 14, Plumbing – Chapter 20, Zoning – Chapter 28 of the Code of the Town of 

Easton. (Ordinance 547 effective July 1st 2009) 

 

CHAPTER 6A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 

Waiting for State guidance – will update later separately 

 

CHAPTER 6B SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL 
 

Not proposing to update at this time 
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CHAPTER 7 – CIVILIAN DEFENSE 
 

Chapter 7 Civilian Defense 

 

Section 7-1. Purpose of chapter. 

The declared purposes of this chapter are to provide for the preparation and carrying out of plans 

for the civil defense of persons and property within the town in the event of a national 

emergency, and to provide for the coordination of civil defense functions of the town with all 

public agencies and affected private persons, corporations and organizations. Any expenditures 

made in connection with such civil defense activities shall be deemed conclusively to be for the 

direct protection and benefit of the inhabitants and property of the town. (1967 Code by 

Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 7-2. Definition. 

For purposes of this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, "Civil Defense" shall include 

measures necessary to provide for the mobilization, organization and direction of civilian 

populace and necessary support agencies to prevent or minimize the effects of national 

emergencies. (1967 Code by Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section. 7-3. Civilian defense director - office created. 

During national emergencies, there shall be a director of civilian defense of the town. (Ordinance 

20 effective 5/19/1942) 

 

Section7-4. Same - powers and authority. 

The director of civilian defense shall have: 

 

(a) Full power and authority to organize, coordinate, train and direct the various agencies of 

civilian defense within the corporate limits of the town; 

 

(b) Full and complete control of said agencies during all periods of attach by hostile forces, 

imminent danger of such attack and periods of blackouts, and all agencies of the town shall, 

during such periods, be subject to his order and control and give him full cooperation. 

 

(c) Authority to appoint such deputies and assistants and delegate such power to the same as may 

be requisite for the proper functioning of said office and he shall have full power to organize said 

agencies and to prescribe and carry out training there for at such times as it is, in his opinion, 

necessary and desirable so to do, and during said training periods, all the agencies of the town 

shall give him full cooperation. 

 

(Ordinance 20 effective 5/19/1942) 
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Section 7-5. Ex officio director. 

Such person as shall be appointed as director of civilian defense for Talbot County, Maryland, by 

the county commissioners of Talbot County, Maryland or other competent authority, shall be ex 

officio the director of civilian defense of the town with the full powers set forth in this chapter. 

(Ordinance 20 effective 5/19/1942) 

CHAPTER 7 ELECTIONS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
 

Article I. Elections. 

§ 7-1. Voting Places. 

§ 7-2. Notice of Elections. 

§ 7-3. Ballots – Requirements Generally. 

§ 7-4. Posting of Sample Ballot. 

§ 7-5. Posting of Sample Ballots – Mistakes and Changes. 

§ 7-6. Opening and Closing Hours of Polls. 

§ 7-7. Voting Procedure.  

§ 7-8. Electioneering and Loitering near Polls Prohibited. 

§ 7-9. Bribery of Voters Prohibited. 

§ 7-10. Poll Watchers – Selection. 

§ 7-11. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

§ 7-12. Absentee Ballot Provisions. 

§ 7-13. Election Results – Continuing of Votes and Certifcation. 

§ 7-14. Election Results – Issuance of Election Certificates. 

§ 7-15. Preservation of Ballots after Election. 

§ 7-16. Violations. 

§ 7-17. Interpretation – Further Authority of Town Council.   

 

Article II. Campaign Finance. 

§ 7-18. Definitions.  

§ 7-19. Appointment of Treasurer. 

§ 7-20. Authority Lines. 

§ 7-21. Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer. 

§ 7-22. Restrictions on Campaign Contributions. 

§ 7-23. Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

§ 7-24. Campaign Finance Reports. 

§ 7-25. Independent Expenditures. 

§ 7-26. Violations and Penalties.   

 

Article XI. Elections 

 

Section 2-367-1. Voting Pplaces. 

 

It shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to provide for each Town election a suitable 

place or places for voting. The Supervisor of Elections shall supply suitable voting machines and 

all necessary equipment for use in the regular or special Town elections, and the expenses thereof 

shall be paid for by the Town. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Formatted: Font: 14 pt, Bold

Formatted: Font: Bold

Formatted: Font: Bold

Page 68 of 207



Section 2-377-2. Notice of Eelections. 

 

The Supervisor of Elections and/or his or her designee, shall, at least 25 days before any regular 

or special election, unless otherwise provided, give notice to the voters of the Town, in one or 

more newspapers published in the Town of Easton, of the day and hours and the place or places 

of holding such election, and such other information as may be necessary or advisable to enable 

the voters to intelligently cast their ballots. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-387-3. Ballots - Requirements gGenerally. 

 

After the time has expired for presenting nomination petitions, the Supervisor of Elections, 

and/or his or her designee shall prepare the official ballots and shall cause to be printed thereon 

the names in alphabetical order of the nominees for the respective offices to be filled, and he or 

she shall cause the names of the candidates for the same office to be grouped together. No party 

or designation of any candidate shall be printed or otherwise indicated upon the ballot. Whenever 

there is any question submitted to the voters for their decision, the question shall be placed upon 

the ballot in full, and immediately below the question there shall appear, in the following order, 

the words "yes" and "no" and to the left of each a square in which the voter may cast his or her 

vote. Ballots other than those created by and printed at the direction of the Supervisor of 

Elections shall not be cast or counted in any election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-397-4. Posting of Ssample Bballot. 

 

At least four (4) calendar days before any election, the Supervisor of Elections shall 

conspicuously and securely post accurate sample copies of the ballots to be used in the 

approaching election in one or more public places. One sample ballot shall be placed upon the 

exterior of the building or buildings in which polls will be held, so that the same can be readily 

seen and examined by pedestrians passing on the street on which the polling place is located. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-407-5. Posting of Ssample bBallots - Mmistakes and Cchallenges. 

 

A correct list of the names of the candidates as they are to appear on the ballot shall be furnished 

on demand by the Supervisor of Elections to the candidates or their authorized agents. If any 

mistakes are discovered, it shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to correct the same 

without delay, and if the Supervisor of Elections shall decline or refuse to make the correction, 

then upon the sworn petition of any qualified voter who would have the right to vote for such 

candidate at the approaching election, the Circuit Court for Talbot County may, by order, require 

said Supervisor of Elections to correct such error or to show cause why such error should not be 

corrected. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-417-6. Opening and Cclosing Hhours of Ppolls. 

 

For all Town elections, the polls shall remain open from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. on the same day. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Page 69 of 207



Section 2-427-7. Voting Pprocedure. 

 

All voting in the Town of Easton, other than by absentee ballot, shall be performed on voting 

machinespaper ballots., and the applicable Maryland State law shall govern the voting procedure 

with regard to the use of these machines in all elections in the Town of Easton. (Ordinance 615 

effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-437-8. Electioneering and Lloitering near Ppolls Pprohibited. 

 

There shall be no canvassing or electioneering in said polling place or places or within one 

hundred feet of the same, nor shall anyone linger, be, or remain within said distance of one 

hundred feet of the polls except election officials and peace officers, unless it be in approaching 

the polls to vote, or in passing along the streets in the usual and orderly manner of travel. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-447-9. Bribery of Vvoters Pprohibited. 

 

Any person who shall bribe or attempt to bribe, coerce, or intimidate any voter to vote or not to 

vote for or against any person or proposition, or to vote or not to vote at any election, shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-457-10. Poll Watchers - Selection. 

 

Each candidate for elective office may select two (2) persons, both of whom shall be qualified 

voters of the Town, to serve as Poll Watchers, and each candidate shall submit to the Supervisor 

of Elections a list of Poll Watchers at least three (3) days prior to the election. The Poll Watchers 

shall not be employees of the Town of Easton, and shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 

615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-467-11. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

 

Each Poll Watcher shall have the right to observe every aspect of the conduct of an election. 

Each Poll Watcher shall be assigned a position at the polling place near the Supervisor of 

Elections or any assistants to the Supervisor of Elections, inside the registration or polling area 

so as to enable him or her to see each person as he or she offers to register or vote. The Poll 

Watchers shall witness the canvass, including absentee ballots, or the ascertainment and 

transcription of voters recorded on voting machinespaper ballots. Poll Watchers shall have the 

right to enter the polling place one-half hour before the opening of the polls. It shall be unlawful 

for any Poll Watcher to inquire or attempt to ascertain for which candidate any voter intends to 

vote, or has voted, or to converse in the polling place with any voter or to assist any voter in the 

preparation of a ballot or in the operation of the voting machine. Any Poll Watcher who violates 

the restrictions set forth herein may be lawfully ejected by the Supervisor of Elections, and is 

subject to penalties provided for in this article. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-477-12. Absentee Bballot Pprovisions. 
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Any qualified voter of the Town of Easton may vote by absentee ballot rather than in person.  

The procedure for absentee balloting in the Town of Easton shall be that procedure described for 

absentee voting in the state election code, except as follows:     

 

(A). The instructions for the casting of absentee ballots shall be prescribed by the Supervisor 

of Elections.   

 

(B). The Supervisor of Elections shall prescribe the size, form, and content of the absentee 

ballot, material envelopes, providing for a covering envelope, a ballot envelope, and a return 

envelope.    

 

(C). c.   Absentee ballots shall be counted, certified, and canvassed in accordance with the  

provisions of this article.  

 

(D).  d.  An application for an absentee ballot shall be submitted to the Town Clerk no 

later  

     than the Tuesday preceding the election.  A qualified voter desiring to vote at any election by 

absentee ballot shall make application in writing to the Town of Easton, which application may be picked 

up at the Town Office or downloaded from the Town of Easton’s website.  The completed application 

must be received not later than the deadline set by current Maryland State law and regulation for absentee 

ballots to be received by mail, fax, or Internet.  

 

e.  €. Completed absentee ballots must be received by the Town by mail or in person by  

     8:00 p.m. on election day in order to be counted.   

 

(Ordinance 758 effective 4/4/21) 

 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-487-13. Election Rresults - Counting of Vvotes and Ccertification. 

 

As soon as the polls have closed following any Town election, the Supervisor of Elections, in the 

presence of poll watchers, if any, and of the Board of Canvassers, shall proceed to ascertain and 

transcribe the votes recorded on each voting machinein each District voting box., and shall 

certify the same to the Board of Canvassers at or before 4:00 PM on the Wednesday next 

following the election. Not earlier than 4:00 P.M. on that same daythe Wednesday next following 

the election, the Board of Canvassers, in the presence of poll watchers, if any, shall proceed to 

count, certify, and canvass the absentee ballots cast in the election. (Ordinance 615 effective 

11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-497-14. Election Rresults - Issuance of Eelection Ccertificates. 

 

The Board of Canvassers shall issue a certificate of election to each official elected, and issue 

two certificates, one to the Mayor and one to the Council, whenever any proposition is submitted 

to the vote of the people, showing the vote for and against, which certificate shall be on blanks 
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prepared by the Town Clerk, and shall contain a plain statement of the facts and be signed by a 

majority of said Board of Canvassers. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-507-15. Preservation of Bballots after Eelection. 

 

All ballots used in any Town election shall be preserved by the Town Manager or Town Clerk for 

at least six months after the election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-517-16. Violations. 

 

Any person who is convicted of violating a provision of this Article shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and subject to a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment for 

six (6) months. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 2-527-17. Interpretation - Further Aauthority of Town Council. 

 

The provisions of this article shall be interpreted to encourage the registration of voters in the 

Town, and the participation by the citizens of the Town in the electoral processes of the Town. 

The Town Council is hereby authorized to enact such ordinances to provide for additional public 

notice regarding the times, places, and dates of election or to make such further provisions as the 

Town Council deems appropriate in order to fulfill the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 615 

effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Article IXI.  Campaign Finance 

Section 2-537-18. Definitions. 

(A).  Authority Line:  A statement that identifies the person or organization responsible for the 

production, publication, or distribution of campaign materials. 

(B). Campaign Contribution:  Contributions made by individuals in support of and to be used 

by a candidate in furtherance of their campaign. 

(C). Campaign Loan:  Contributions made by a financial institution or other entity in the 

business of making loans or contributions made by an individual, business, organization, political 

committee, or other registered political organization for which repayment is personally guaranteed 

by the candidate and is due within one year of the date of the loan.  

(D). Candidate:  A candidate is a resident of the Town of Easton who has completed all 

necessary requirements to run to serve on the Easton Town Council or as the Mayor.  Candidate 

includes an individual, prior to that individual filing a nominating petition, if the individual has 

accepted campaign contributions, announced an intention to run for office, or has begun to expend 

funds in anticipation of running for election. 

(E). Charitable Organization:  An entity that seeks to advance public benefit through charitable 

activities.    

(F). Independent Expenditure:  Contributions made by any individual, business, organization, 

political committee, or other registered political organization to support or oppose a candidate but 

are not provided directly to a candidate nor made in coordination, cooperation, consultation, 

agreement, or at the request or suggestion of a candidate.   
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(G). Political Committee:  A group of people that accepts contributions and/or makes 

expenditures to influence a political election. 

(H). Registered Political Organization:  An entity that is involved in influencing elections, 

policies, or appointments and is legally required to register with a governing body, such as a federal 

or state election commission. 

(I). Treasurer:  A person other than the candidate who is responsible for tracking all campaign 

donations & expenditures and filing all required reports pursuant to this Article. 

 

Section 2-547-19. Appointment of Treasurer. 

(A). Each candidate shall appoint one treasurer and shall file the name, address and telephone 

number of the treasurer together with the treasurer’s acceptance of the appointment, on a form 

provided by and returned to the Town Clerk upon or before and as a condition precedent to 

qualifying as a candidate.  

  

(B). A candidate may not serve as his or her own campaign treasurer.  A treasurer may be a 

spouse, domestic partner, or relative of the candidate.    

(C). A treasurer who resigns shall do so on a form provided by and returned to the Town 

Clerk. The candidate shall appoint a new treasurer in accordance with Subsection A of this 

Section within 72 hours of the resignation of the previous treasurer.     

 

Section 2-557-20. Authority Lines. 

(A).  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, each item of campaign material shall contain, 

set apart from any other message, the treasurer’s name and/or authority line.  For each electronic 

campaign material, including web pages, social media and robotic telephone calls, a message 

acknowledging that the treasurer and candidate approve of the electronic campaign material shall 

be provided in the electronic campaign material. 

   

(B). A candidate may request an exemption from this requirement from the Supervisor of 

Elections if a particular campaign item is too small to include all the information required by this 

Section.   

 

Section 2-567-21.  Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer.   

(A).  All contributions received or disbursed by a candidate for any purpose shall be paid over 

to and made to pass through the hands of the treasurer and shall be disbursed by such person.  It 

shall be a violation of this Article for any candidate to make any expenditure or to disburse or 

spend any money or any other valuable thing(s) for any purpose until the money or other valuable 

thing(s) so disbursed or expended shall have passed through the hands of the treasurer.   

 

(B). Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, it is not a violation of this 

provision for a candidate to expend such candidate’s personal funds in furtherance of his or her 
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own election, provided that such expenditure is reported to the treasurer, and the treasurer’s report 

indicates whether those funds were reimbursed.   

 

(C). Any campaign contributions received by a candidate must be deposited into a separate 

account with a financial institution.  Campaign contributions shall not be commingled with any 

other funds.   

 

Section 2-577-22.  Restrictions on Campaign Contributions.   

(A).  Except as provided in Subsection B of this Section, no candidate or treasurer may accept 

from a single person, business or organization, and no person, business, or organization may give 

or promise to any single candidate, contributions of money or in-kind things of value that total 

over One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) per election.   

 

(B). Contributions by a candidate or a candidate’s spouse or domestic partner to the candidate’s 

own campaign shall not be subject to, or included in, the dollar limitations set forth in this Section.   

 

(C). A candidate or treasurer who receives a contribution exceeding the limit specified in 

Subsection A of this Section shall not use the contribution for any purpose whatsoever, but shall 

return it immediately to the donor.   

 

(D). For the purpose of this Section, the value of a contribution in kind shall be considered to 

be a reasonable estimate of its fair market value.   

 

(E). Contributions from political committees or any other registered political organizations are 

prohibited. 

 

(F). No candidate or treasurer may accept any anonymous contributions. 

 

(G). No candidate or treasurer may accept any contributions in the name of someone other than 

the contributor.   

 

(H). Food and beverages provided as part of a meet and greet event and donated by the host 

shall not be considered a campaign contribution provided they are less than One Hundred Dollars 

($100.00).   

 

(I). If any candidate or treasurer receives a contribution prohibited by this Section, the 

candidate or treasurer shall either return the contribution to the contributor promptly or shall forfeit 

the contribution to the Town promptly, which forfeiture may be used by the Town for any public 

purpose.  

 

(J). Campaign loans. 

 

(i)  Except as set forth in Subsection B of this Section, the total amount of all loans to 

a candidate for any election shall not exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500), 
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and no one person or entity may loan a candidate more than One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000). 

 

(ii) A loan to a candidate shall be considered a contribution unless: 

 

(a) The loan is from a financial institution or other entity in the business of 

making loans; or  

 

(b) The loan is to the candidate and repayment is personally guaranteed by the 

candidate and is due within one year of the date of the loan.  

 

(iii) All campaign loans shall be documented on campaign finance reports in a format 

provided by the Town Clerk.   

 

Section 2-587-23.  Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

(A).  Campaign contributions may be used only for the following purposes: 

 

(i)  Print, radio, electronic material production, distribution, and advertisements 

 

(ii) Website/social media creation and maintenance 

 

(iii) Meals and clothing for campaign workers 

 

(iv) Tents and supplies for rallies and poll watching 

 

(v) Cost to attend events where exposure will aid in candidate’s election process 

 

(vi) Signs 

 

(B).  No candidate may use campaign funds for any personal use, which is an obligation or 

expense of any person that would exist irrespective of the campaign of a candidate.   

 

(C). Notwithstanding Subsection B of this Section, a candidate may disburse surplus campaign 

funds by returning them to contributors on a pro rata basis, paying them to the Town to be used for 

any public purpose, or donating them to a charitable organization.  A report of such disbursement 

shall be filed in accordance with this Article. 

 

Section 2-597-24.  Campaign Finance Reports. 

(A).  The treasurer for each candidate shall file reports with the Town Clerk containing all 

contributions received and expenditures made in accordance with this Article on a form provided 
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by the Town Clerk. 

 

(B). The Town Clerk shall make all reports and/or affidavits filed pursuant to this Article 

available for examination by any member of the public. 

 

(C). Any report filed with the Town shall also be filed by the candidate with the State Board 

of Elections as required by state law, including pursuant to § 4-108.2 of the Local Government 

Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, which may be amended from time to time.   

 

(D). Reports required by this Article shall be filed pursuant to the following schedule: 

 

(i). Initial report.  An initial report shall be filed no later than two (2) months prior to 

the date of the election, if applicable. 

 

(ii). Second report.  A second report shall be filed no later than one (1) month prior to 

the date of the election. 

 

(iii). Third report.  A third report shall be filed no later than one (1) week prior to the 

date of the election. 

 

(iv). Final report. A final report shall be filed no later than one (1) week after the date 

of the election. 

 

(v). Surplus Funds Report.  The treasurer shall file a report giving a full account of the 

disposition of any surplus funds within one (1) month after the date of the  election. 

 

(E).  Each report filed shall include: 

 

(i)  The total and individual amounts of all contributions received by the treasurer; 

 

(ii) The total and individual amounts of all expenditures which the candidate, or 

candidate’s treasurer, or any person acting on their behalf made; 

 

(iii) The total and individual amounts of all loans the candidate or candidate’s treasurer 

received; and 

 

(iv). Any balance from the prior reporting period. 

 

(F).  The final report shall include a copy of the bank statements supporting the numbers in the 

report and documentation indicating the nature, terms, and status of each loan. 

 

(G). The Treasurer shall retain copies of all receipts and/or other documentation for all 
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contributions and expenditures reported, which shall include dates, amounts, and information to 

identify each contributor and recipient of funds for a period of one year after the election. 

 

(H). Notwithstanding any other provision in this Article, a report need not itemize the campaign 

contributions made by the candidate or the candidate’s spouse or domestic partner but may 

aggregate those contributions under one line or total.   

 

(I). All reports shall be executed under the penalties of perjury by the treasurer.   

 

(J). Even if no contributions or expenditures have been made during the period covered by the 

report, a statement to that effect shall be filed by the treasurer.   

 

Section 2-607-25.  Independent Expenditures. 

 

(A).  Any person, business, organization, or political committee making aggregate independent 

expenditures of One Hundred Dollars ($100) or more in an election cycle for campaign material 

that is a public communication shall file reports disclosing contributions and expenditures with the 

Town Clerk.   

 

(B). Such report shall be filed within one week after making an expenditure of One Hundred 

Dollars ($100) or more for campaign material that is a public communication.   

 

(C). The independent expenditure report shall include the following information: 

 

(i). The identity of the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditures and the person exercising direction or control over the activities 

of the person, business, organization or political committee making the independent 

expenditures; 

 

(ii). The business address of the person making the independent expenditures; 

 

(iii). The amount and date or each independent expenditures during the period covered 

by the report and the identity of the recipient of the expenditure; 

 

(iv). The candidate or ballot issue to which the independent expenditure relates and 

whether the independent expenditure supports or opposes that candidate or ballot issue; 

and  

 

(v). The identity of each person who made cumulative donations of Fifty Dollars ($50) 

or more to the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditure during the period covered by the report.   
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(D). D.  All campaign materials that are public communications shall contain an authority line 

and a disclaimer that they are not made in coordination with the candidate.   

Section 2-617-26.  Violations and Penalties. 

(A).  A candidate shall not be seated and sworn as an elected official and shall not receive a 

salary or other benefits until all reports required by this Article are filed in substantial compliance 

with the requirements of this article and any fines are paid, if applicable, except that any reports 

that are not required to be filed until after the candidate is seated and sworn in shall not prevent 

the seating and swearing in.   

 

(B). Any person, business, organization, or political committee who violates the provisions of 

this Article shall be guilty of a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of Five Hundred Dollars 

($500).  Each violation may be considered a separate offense.   

 

(C). In addition to the penalties above, the Town may seek injunctive relief against any violation 

of the provisions of this Article.   

 

(Ordinance 840 effective 10/26/2025) 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 8 – FILLING STATIONS 
 

Chapter 8 Filling Stations 

 

Section 8-1. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates: 

 

"Motor fuel" shall mean a light distillate of petroleum or allied substance with suitable volatility 

and other characteristics to be used as fuel for operating internal combustion engines whether or 

not it is mixed with other materials, or any other product or liquid when sold for use as a fuel in 

any type of internal combustion engine furnishing power to operate a vehicle. 

 

"Retail dealer" shall mean any person operating a service station, filling station, store, garage or 

other place of business for the retail sale of motor fuel or the sale of or dispensing of motor fuel 

for delivery into the service tank of any motor vehicle which is propelled by an internal 

combustion motor other than such a motor vehicle belonging to the person owning or operating 

such place of business. (1967 Code by Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-2. Pumps at curb. 

The issuance of any permit or license for the erection of any gasoline pump on or along the curb 

or sidewalk of any public street or highway within the town is hereby prohibited. (Ordinance 10 

effective 1/1/1941) 
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Section 8-3. Dispensing gasoline between curb lines prohibited. 

The placing of gasoline or other petroleum products in any motor vehicle, or the servicing of the 

same while said vehicle is standing or parked between the curb lines of any public street or 

highway within the town is unlawful, and it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 

corporation, to sell any gasoline or petroleum products in such manner that said gasoline or 

petroleum products are placed in such motor vehicle while it is so located. (Ordinance 10 

effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 8-4. Installation and operation. 

The installation and operation of gasoline filling stations shall conform in all respects to chapter 

9 of this Code relating to fire prevention. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-5. Shutting off motors during fueling. 

The motor of any vehicle shall be shut off during fueling operations at any filling station. "Stop 

Your Motor" signs shall be placed in plain view. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-6. Smoking. 

There shall be no smoking in areas where gasoline is dispensed in filling stations. Suitable "NO 

SMOKING" signs shall be displayed in filling stations. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 

5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-7. Attendants required. 

Attendants in a number sufficient to preserve the public safety shall always be present at a filling 

station when motor fuel is dispensed. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-8. Display of prices. 

(a) Every retail dealer in motor vehicle fuel shall publicly display and maintain on each pump or 

other dispensing device, from which motor fuel is sold by him, at least one sign stating the price 

per gallon of the motor fuel, the state and federal taxes, and the total price. All figures, including 

fractions, upon such signs, other than figures and fractions used in any price computing 

mechanism constituting a part of any such pump or dispensing device, shall be of the same size. 

 

(b) No signs relating to the price of motor fuel or other products sold by any retail dealer shall be 

posted or displayed on or about the premises which shall violate any provision of this Code or 

other ordinance of the town or law of the state or which shall constitute a traffic or driving 

hazard, or which shall mislead the public, or in any way tend to constitute a fraud upon the 

public. 

 

(c) In lieu of such sign as described in subsection (a), the total selling price to be paid for motor 

vehicle fuel shall show and be displayed on a quantity computing device or calculator attached, 

to the pump from which such gasoline is sold or offered for sale. 

 

(Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 8-9. Display of brand names or trademarks. 
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All above ground equipment for storing or dispensing motor fuel operated by a retail dealer shall 

bear in a conspicuous place the brand name or trademark of the manufacturer or distributor of the 

product stored therein or dispensed therefrom. If the motor fuel stored in or sold or dispensed 

from above ground equipment by a retail dealer has no brand name or trademark, such container 

or dispensing equipment shall have conspicuously displayed thereon the words "NO BRAND", 

or retail dealer's own brand or trade name. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

 Ethics Provisions 

 

CHAPTER 8 ETHICS 
 

§ 8-1. Applicability. 

§ 8-2. Definitions. 

§ 8-3. Ethics Commission. 

§ 8-4. Conflict of Interest. 

§ 8-5. Financial Disclosure – Local Elected Officials and Candidates to be Local Elected 

Officials. 

§ 8-6. Ethics Disclosure Statement – Employees and Appointed Officials. 

§ 8-7. Lobbying Disclosure.   

§ 8-8. Exemptions and Modifications. 

§ 8-9. Enforcement.  

 

Section 2-178-1. Applicability. 

 

Other than as provided in Section 8-32-19, the provisions of this article apply to the following 

tTown officials and employees: The Mayor, all members of the Town Council, all members 

Commissioners of the Easton Utilities Commission, the President and CEO of the Easton 

Utilities Commission, the head of each department of the Easton Utilities Commission, the 

members of the Board of Appeals, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Historic District 

Commission, the Town Manager, the Building Inspector, the Town Engineer, the Town Clerk, the 

Supervisor of Elections, the Chief of Police, All Department Heads of the Town of Easton, and 

all officials appointed to Town boards and commissions and all employees, who, acting alone or 

as members or employees of a Town entity, have decision making authority or act as principal 

advisors to a person with that authority in making Town policy or exercising quasi-judicial, 

regulatory, licensing, inspecting, or auditing functions. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-188-2. Definitions 

 

(A) "Business Entity" or "Entity" shall mean a corporation, partnership, limited liability 

partnership, limited liability company, or sole proprietorship, whether for profit or not for profit, 

as defined or recognized under the Internal Revenue Code of the United States. 

 

(B) "Designated second home" means: 

 

(i) If an individual owns one second home, the individual’s second home; or 
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(ii) If an individual owns more than one second home, any one second home the 

individual identifies to the Commission as the individual’s second home. 

 

(C) "Home address" means the address of an individual's 

 

(i) Principal home; and 

 

(ii) Designated second home, if any. 

 

(D) “Principal home” means the sole residential property that an individual occupies as the 

individual’s primary residence, whether owned or rented by the individual. 

 

(E) “Quasi-governmental entity” means an entity that is created by state statute, that performs a 

public function, and that is supported in whole or in part by the state but is managed privately. 

 

(F) “Second home” means a residential property that: 

 

(i) An individual occupies for some portion of the filing year; and 

 

(ii) is not a rental property or a time share. 

 

Section 2-198-3. Ethics Commission. 

 

There shall be a Town of Easton Ethics Commission (hereinafter referred to as "Commission"), 

which shall be composed of three members appointed by the Mayor. The Commission shall be 

advised by the Town Attorney and shall have the following responsibilities: 

 

(A) To devise, receive and maintain all forms required by this Article; 

 

(B) To provide published advisory opinions to persons subject to this Article as to the 

applicability of the provisions of this Article to them; 

 

(C) To process and make determinations as to complaints filed by any person alleging violation 

of this Article to them; 

 

(D) To conduct a suitable public information program regarding the purposes and application of 

this Article. 

 

(E) The Commission shall certify to the State Ethics Commission on or before October 1st  of 

each year that the Town is in compliance with the requirements of State Government Article, 

Title 15, Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryland for elected local officials. 

 

(F) Commission members shall serve three year terms staggered so that only one term expires in 

any single calendar year. The Commission shall annually elect a Chairman from its membership, 
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and shall adopt rules of procedure not inconsistent with the terms of this Chapter to govern its 

meetings.  

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-208-4. Conflict of Interest. 

 

All Easton elected officials, officials appointed to Town boards and commissions, and all 

employees, whether or not they are otherwise subject to this Article, are subject to this Section. 

 

(A) In this section, "qualified relative" means a spouse, parent, child, or sibling. 

 

(B) Participation prohibitions. Except as permitted by Commission regulation or opinion, an 

official or employee may not participate in: 

 

(i) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision of the matter, any matter in which, to the knowledge of the official 

or employee, the official or employee, or a qualified relative of the official or employee 

has an interest. 

 

(ii) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision with respect to the matter, any matter, in which any of the 

following is a party: 

 

(a) A business entity in which the official or employee has a direct financial 

interest of which the official or employee may reasonably be expected to know; 

 

(b) A business entity for which the official, employee, or a qualified relative of the 

official or employee is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee; 

 

(c) A business entity with which the official or employee or, to the knowledge of 

the official or employee, a qualified relative is negotiating employment or has any 

arrangement concerning prospective employment. 

 

(d) If the contract reasonably could be expected to result in a conflict between the 

private interests of the official or employee and the official duties of the official or 

employee, a business entity that is a party to an existing contract with the official 

or employee, or which, to the knowledge of the official or employee, is a party to 

a contract with a qualified relative; 

 

(e) An entity, doing business with the Town of Easton, in which a direct financial 

interest is owned by another entity in which the official or employee has a direct 

financial interest, if the official or employee may be reasonably expected to know 

of both direct financial interests; or 
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(f) A business entity that the official or employee knows is a creditor or obligee of 

the official or employee or a qualified relative of the official or employee with 

respect to a thing of economic value, and as a creditor or obligee, is in a position 

to directly and substantially affect the interest of the official or employee or a 

qualified relative of the official or employee. 

 

(iii) A person who is disqualified from participating under paragraphs (i) or (ii) of this 

subsection shall disclose the nature and circumstances of the conflict and may participate 

or act if the disqualification leaves a body with less than a quorum capable of acting, the 

disqualified official or employee is required by law to act, or the disqualified official or 

employee is the only person authorized to act. 

 

(iv) The prohibitions of paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsection do not apply if 

participation is allowed by regulation or opinion of the Commission. 

 

(C) Employment and financial interest restrictions. 

 

(i) Except as permitted by regulation of the Commission when the interest is disclosed or 

when the employment does not create a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict, an 

official or employee may not: 

 

(a) Be employed by or have a financial interest in any entity subject to the authority of 

the official or employee or a Town of Easton agency, board, or commission with which 

the official or employee is affiliated or an entity that is negotiating or has entered a 

contract with the agency, board, or commission with which the official or employee is 

affiliated; or 

 

(b) Hold any other employment relationship that would impair the impartiality or 

independence of judgment of the official or employee. 

 

(ii) This prohibition does not apply to: 

 

(a) An official or employee who is appointed to a regulatory or licensing authority 

pursuant to a statutory requirement that persons subject to the jurisdiction of the authority 

be represented in appointments to the authority; 

 

(b) Subject to other provisions of law, a member of a board or commission in regard to a 

financial interest or employment held at the time of appointment, provided the financial 

interest or employment is publicly disclosed to the appointing authority and the 

Commission; 

 

(c) An official or employee whose duties are ministerial, if the private employment or 

financial interest does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of 

interest, as permitted and in accordance with regulations adopted by the Commission; or 
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(d) Employment or financial interests allowed by regulation of the Commission if the 

employment does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of 

interest or the financial interest is disclosed. 

 

(D) Post-employment limitations and restrictions. 

 

(i) A former official or employee may not assist or represent any party other than the Town of 

Easton for compensation in a case, contract, or other specific matter involving the Town of 

Easton if that matter is one in which the former official or employee significantly participated 

as an official or employee. 

 

(ii) For a period of one year that begins after the elected official leaves office, a former 

member of the Town Council may not assist or represent another party for compensation 

in a matter that is the subject of legislative action. 

 

(iii) A former local lobbyist who becomes a town official or employee may not participate 

in a case, contract, or other specific matter for one (1) calendar year after terminating 

their local lobbying registration if they previously assisted or represented another party in 

the matter. 

 

(E) Contingent compensation. Except in a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding, an official or 

employee may not assist or represent a party for contingent compensation in any matter before or 

involving the Town of Easton. 

 

(F) Use of prestige of office. An official or employee may not intentionally use the prestige of 

office or public position for the private gain of that official or employee or the private gain of 

another. This subsection does not prohibit the performance of usual and customary constituent 

services by an elected local official without additional compensation. 

 

(G) Solicitation and acceptance of gifts. 

 

(i) An official or employee may not solicit any gift from any business entity or person other 

than a qualifying relative. 

 

(ii) An official or employee may not directly solicit or facilitate the solicitation of a gift, on 

behalf of another person, from an individual regulated lobbyist. 

 

(iii) An official or employee may not knowingly accept a gift, directly or indirectly, from a 

person that the official or employee knows or has the reason to know: 

 

(a) Is doing business with or seeking to do business with the Town of Easton office, 

agency, board or commission with which the official or employee is affiliated; 

 

(b) Has financial interests that may be substantially and materially affected, in a manner 

distinguishable from the public generally, by the performance or nonperformance of the 

official duties of the official or employee; 

Page 84 of 207



 

(c) Is engaged in an activity regulated or controlled by the official's or employee's 

governmental unit; 

 

(d) Is a lobbyist with respect to matters within the jurisdiction of the official or employee; 

or 

 

(e) Is an association, or any entity acting on behalf of an association that is engaged only 

in representing counties or municipal corporations. 

 

(iv) Notwithstanding paragraph (iii) of this subsection, an official or employee may accept the 

following: 

 

(a) Meals and beverages consumed in the presence of the donor or sponsoring entity; 

 

(b) Ceremonial gifts or awards that have insignificant monetary value; 

 

(c) Unsolicited gifts of nominal value that do not exceed $20 in cost or trivial items of 

informational value; 

 

(d) Reasonable expenses for food, travel, lodging, and scheduled entertainment of the 

official or the employee at a meeting which is given in return for the participation of the 

official or employee in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting; 

 

(e) Gifts of tickets or free admission extended to an elected local official to attend a 

charitable, cultural, or political events, if the purpose of this gift or admission is a 

courtesy or ceremony extended to the elected official's office; 

 

(f) A specific gift or class of gifts that the Commission exempts from the operation of this 

subsection upon a finding, in writing, that acceptance of the gift or class of gifts would 

not be detrimental to the impartial conduct of the business of the *County, City, or Town* 

and that the gift is purely personal and private in nature; 

 

(g) Gifts from a person related to the official or employee by blood or marriage, or any 

other individual who is a member of the household of the official or employee; or 

 

(h) Honoraria for speaking to or participating in a meeting, provided that the offering of 

the honorarium is in not related in any way to the official's or employee's official 

position. 

 

(v) Paragraph (iv) does not apply to a gift: 

 

(a) That would tend to impair the impartiality and the independence of judgment of the 

official or employee receiving the gift; 
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(b) Of significant value that would give the appearance of impairing the impartiality and 

independence of judgment of the official or employee; or 

 

(c) Of significant value that the recipient official or employee believes or has reason to 

believe is designed to impair the impartiality and independence of judgment of the 

official or employee. 

 

(H) Disclosure of confidential information: Other than in the discharge of official duties, an 

official or employee or former official or employee may not disclose or use confidential 

information, that the official or employee acquired by reason of the official's or employee's 

public position or former public position and that is not available to the public, for the economic 

benefit of the official or employee or that of another person. 

 

(I) Participation in procurement. 

 

(i) An individual or a person that employs an individual who assists a Town of Easton agency 

in the drafting of specifications, an invitation for bids, or a request for proposals for a 

procurement, may not submit a bid or proposal for that procurement, or assist or represent 

another person, directly or indirectly, who is submitting a bid or proposal for the procurement. 

 

(ii) The Commission may establish exemptions from the requirements of this section for 

providing descriptive literature, sole source procurements, and written comments solicited by 

the procuring agency. 

 

(J) An official or employee may not retaliate against any individual for reporting or participating 

in an investigation of a potential violation of these ethics provisions. 

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 2-218-5. Financial disclosure – lLocal Eelected Oofficials and Ccandidates to be 

Llocal Eelected Oofficials. 

 

(A) This Section shall apply to all local elected officials and candidates to be local elected 

officials. 

 

(B) Except as provided in subsection (D) of this section, a local elected official or a candidate to 

be a local elected official shall file the financial disclosure statement required under this section 

on a form provided by the Commission, under oath or affirmation, and with the Commission. 

 

(C) Deadlines for filing statements. 

 

(i) An incumbent local elected official shall file a financial disclosure statement annually no later 

than April 30th of each year for the preceding calendar year. 
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(ii) An individual who is appointed to fill a vacancy in an office for which a financial 

disclosure statement is required and who has not already filed a financial disclosure statement, 

shall file a statement for the preceding calendar year within 30 days after appointment. 

 

(iii) An individual who, other than by reasons of death, leaves an office for which a statement 

is required shall file a statement within 60 days after leaving the office. The statement shall 

cover the calendar year immediately preceding the year in which the individual left office, 

unless a statement covering that year has already been filed by the individual, and the portion 

of the current calendar year during which the individual held the office. 

 

(D) Candidates to be local elected officials. 

 

(i) Except an official who has filed a financial disclosure statement under another provision of 

this section for the reporting period, a candidate to be an elected local official shall file a 

financial disclosure statement each year beginning with the year in which the certificate of 

candidacy is filed through the year of the election. 

 

(ii) A candidate to be an elected local official shall file a statement required under this section 

 

(a) In the year the certificate of candidacy is filed, no later than the filing of the certificate 

of candidacy; 

 

(b) In the year of the election, on or before the earlier of April 30 or the last day for the 

withdrawal of candidacy; and 

 

(c) In all other years for which a statement is required, on or before April 30. 

 

(iii) If a candidate fails to file a statement required by this section after written notice is 

provided by the Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors at least eight (8) days 

before the last day for the withdrawal of candidacy, the candidate is deemed to have 

withdrawn the candidacy. 

 

(iv) The Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors may not accept any 

certificate of candidacy unless a statement has been filed in proper form. 

 

(v) Within 30 days of the receipt of a statement required under this section, the Town of 

Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors shall forward the statement to the Commission 

or the office designated by the Commission. 

 

(E) Public record. 

 

(i) The Commission or office designated by the Commission shall maintain all financial 

disclosure statements filed under this section. 
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(ii) Financial disclosure statements shall be made available during normal office hours for 

examination and copying by the public subject to reasonable fees and administrative 

procedures established by the Commission. 

 

(iii) If an individual examines or copies a financial disclosure statement, the Commission or 

the office designated by the Commission shall record the name and home address of the 

individual reviewing or copying the statement, and the name of the person whose financial 

disclosure statement was examined or copied. 

 

(iv) Upon request by the official or employee whose financial disclosure statement was 

examined or copied, the Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall 

provide the official with a copy of the name and home address of the person who reviewed the 

official's financial disclosure statement. 

 

(v) For statements filed after January 1, 2019, the Commission or the office designated by the 

Commission may not provide access to an individual's home address that the individual has 

designated as the individual's home address. 

 

(vi) The Commission of the office designated by the Commission shall not provide public 

access to information related to consideration received from: 

 

(a) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(b) A governmental entity of the State of a local government in the State; or 

 

(c) A quasi-governmental entity of the State of local government in the State. 

 

(F) Retention requirements. The Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall 

retain financial disclosure statements for four years from the date of receipt. 

 

(G) An individual who is required to disclose the name of a business under this section shall 

disclose any other names that the business is trading as or doing business as. 

 

(H) Contents of statement. 

 

(i) Interests in real property. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of all 

interests in real property wherever located, and for each interest in real property, the schedule 

shall include: 

 

(a) The nature of the property and the location by street address, mailing address, or legal 

description of the property; 

 

(b) The nature and extent of the interest held, including any conditions and encumbrances 

on the interest; 
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(c) The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the 

interest was acquired; 

 

(d) The nature and amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if 

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired; 

 

(e) If any interest was transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the reporting 

period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received for the interest, and the identity of the person to whom the interest 

was transferred; and 

 

(f) The identity of any other person with an interest in the property. 

 

(ii) Interests in corporations and partnerships. A statement filed under this section shall 

include a schedule of all interests in any corporation, partnership, limited liability partnership, 

or limited liability company, regardless of whether the corporation or partnership does 

business with the Town of Easton, and for each interest reported under this paragraph, the 

schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the corporation, partnership, limited 

liability partnership, or limited liability company; 

 

(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions and 

encumbrances on the interest. An individual may satisfy the requirement to report the 

amount of the interest held by reporting, instead of a dollar amount: for an equity interest 

in a corporation, the number of shares held and, unless the corporation's stock is publicly 

traded, the percentage of equity interest held; or for an equity interest in a partnership, the 

percentage of equity interest held. 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the 

reporting period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received for the interest and, if known, the identity of the person to whom 

the interest was transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the 

manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and 

the nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if 

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 

 

(iii) Interests in business entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed 

under this section shall include a schedule of all interests in any business entity that does 

business with the Town of Easton, other than interests reported under paragraph (ii) of this 

subsection, and for each interest reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 
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(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions to and  

encumbrances in the interest; 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the 

reporting period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received in exchange for the interest and, if known, the identity of the 

person to whom the interest was transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the  

manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and  

the nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if  

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 

 

(iv) Gifts.  

 

(a) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of each gift in excess of 

$20 in value or a series of gifts totaling $100 or more received during the reporting period 

from or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any one person who does business with or is 

regulated by the Town of Easton, or from an association, or any entity on behalf of an 

association that is engaged only in representing counties or municipal corporations, and  

 

(b) For each gift reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the nature and value of the gift; and  

 

(2) The identity of the person from whom, or on behalf of whom, directly or indirectly, the gift 

was received. 

 

(v) Employment with or interests in entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A 

statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of all offices, directorships, and 

salaried employment by the individual or member of the immediate family of the individual 

held at any time during the reporting period with entities doing business with the Town of 

Easton, and for each position reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 

 

(b) The title and nature of the office, directorship, or salaried employment held and the 

date it commenced; and 

 

(c) The name of each Town of Easton agency with which the entity is involved. 

 

(vi) Indebtedness to entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed under 

this section shall include a schedule of all liabilities, excluding retail credit accounts, to 

persons doing business with the Town of Easton owed at any time during the reporting period 

by the individual or by a member of the immediate family of the individual if the individual 
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was involved in the transaction giving rise to the liability, and for each liability reported under 

this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The identity of the person to whom the liability was owed and the date the liability 

was incurred; 

 

(b) The amount of the liability owed as of the end of the reporting period; 

 

(c) The terms of payment of the liability and the extent to which the principal amount of 

the liability was increased or reduced during the year; and (d) The security given, if any, 

for the liability. 

 

(vii) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of the immediate family 

members of the individual employed by the Town of Easton in any capacity at any time 

during the reporting period. 

 

(viii) Sources of earned income. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule 

of the name and address of each place of employment and of each business entity of which the 

individual or a member of the individual's immediate family was a sole or partial owner and 

from which the individual or member of the individual's immediate family received earned 

income, at any time during the reporting period.  If the individual's spouse is a lobbyist 

regulated by the Town, the individual shall disclose the entity that has engaged the spouse for 

the lobbying purposes.  A minor child's employment or business ownership need not be 

disclosed if the agency that employs the individual does not regulate, exercise authority over, 

or contract with the place of employment or business entity of the minor child. 

 

(ix) Relationship with University of Maryland Medical System, State or Local Government, 

or Quasi-Government Entity. 

 

(a) An individual shall disclose the information specified in General Provisions Article 

§5-607(j)(1), Annotated Code of Maryland, for any financial or contractual relationship 

with:An individual shall disclose the information specified in General Provisions Article 

§5-607(j)(1), Annotated Code of Maryland, for any financial or contractual relationship 

with: 

 

(1) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(2) A governmental entity of the State or a local government in the State; or 

 

(3) A quasi-governmental entity of the State or local government in the State.   

 

(b) For each financial or contractual relationship reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the relationship; 

 

(2) The subject matter of the relationship; and 
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(3) The consideration. 

 

(x) A statement filed under this section may also include a schedule of additional interests or 

information that the individual making the statement wishes to disclose. 

 

(xi) For the purposes of Paragraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of this subsection, the following interests 

are considered to be the interests of the individual making the statement: 

 

(a) An interest held by a member of the individual's immediate family, if the interest was, 

at any time during the reporting period, directly or indirectly controlled by the individual. 

 

(b) An interest held, at any time during the applicable period by: 

 

(1) A business entity in which the individual held a 10% or greater interest. 

 

 (2) A business entity described in section (i) of this subsection in which the business 

entity held a 25% or greater interest; 

 

 (3) A business entity described in section (ii) of this subsection in which the business 

entity held a 50% or greater interest; and 

 

 (4) A business entity in which the individual directly or indirectly, through an interest 

in one or a combination of other business entities, holds a 10% or greater interest 

 

(c) An interest held by a trust or an estate in which, at any time during the reporting 

period the individual held a reversionary interest or was a beneficiary, or if a revocable 

trust, the individual was a settlor. 

 

(I) The Commission shall review the financial disclosure statements submitted under this section 

for compliance with the provisions of this section and shall notify an individual submitting the 

statement of any omissions or deficiencies. In addition, the Commission may take appropriate 

enforcement action to ensure compliance with this section. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 2-228-6. Ethics disclosure statement – Eemployees and Aappointed Oofficials. 

 

(A) All officials appointed to Town boards and commissions and all employees are subject to this 

Section. 

 

(B) A statement filed under this section shall be filed with the Commission under oath or 

affirmation. 

 

(C) On or before April 30 of each year during which an official or employee holds office, an 

official or employee shall file a statement disclosing gifts received during the preceding calendar 
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year from any person that contracts with or is regulated by the Town of Easton including the 

name of the donor of the gift and the approximate retail value at the time or receipt. 

 

(D) The ethics disclosure statement required by (C) above shall also include a section for an 

official or employee to disclose employment and interests that raise conflicts of interest or 

potential conflicts of interest in connection with a specific proposed action by the employee or 

official. Inclusion of conflicts of interest on the annual ethics disclosure shall not replace an 

employee's or appointed official's obligation to disclose conflicts of interest or potential conflicts 

of interest at other times sufficiently in advance of the action to provide adequate disclosure to 

the public. 

 

(E) The Commission shall maintain all disclosure statements filed under this section as public 

records available for public inspection and copying as provided in Sec. 2-20 of this chapter. 

(Ordinance 590 and 662 effective 10/7/2013 and 8/10/2015) 

 

Section 2-238-7. Lobbying Ddisclosure. 

 

(A) Any person who personally appears before any Town official, Board or employee, with the 

intent to influence that person in performance with his or her official duties, and in connection 

with such intent, expends or reasonably expects to expend in a given calendar year, in excess of 

$250 on food, entertainment or other gifts for such officials, shall file a registration statement 

with the Commission not later than January 15 of the calendar year or within five days after 

making these appearances. 

 

(B) The registration statement shall include complete identification of the registrant and of any 

other person on whose behalf the registrant acts, and the subject matter on which the registrant 

proposes to make these appearances. 

 

(C) Registrants under this Section shall file a report within 30 days after the end of any calendar 

year during which they were registered, disclosing the value, date and nature of any food, 

entertainment or other gift provided to a Town official or Town employee. When a gift or series 

of gifts to a single official or employee exceeds $50 in value, the official or employee shall also 

be identified. 

 

(D) The registrations and reports filed pursuant to this Section shall be maintained by the 

Commission as public records available for public inspection and copying. (Ordinance 590 

effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-248-8. Exemptions and modifications. 

 

The Commission may grant exemptions and modifications to the provisions of Sec. 2-19 and 

Sec. 2-21 of this Article as they relate to employees and to appointed members of Town of 

Easton Boards and Commissions, if it determines that the application of those provisions would: 

 

(A) Constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy; 
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(B) Significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service; and 

 

(C) Not be required to preserve the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 2-258-9. Enforcement. 

 

(A) The Commission may: 

 

(i) Assess a late fee of $2 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to timely file a 

financial disclosure statement required under Sections 2-21 or 2-22 of this Article; 

 

(ii) Assess a late fee of $10 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to file a timely 

lobbyist registration or lobbyist report required under Section 2-23 of this Article; and 

 

(iii) Issue a cease and desist order against any person found to be in violation of this Article. 

 

(B) Upon a finding of a violation of any provision of this article, the Commission may: 

 

(i) Issue an order of compliance directing the respondent to cease and desist from the 

violation; 

 

(ii) Issue a reprimand; or 

 

(iii) Recommend to the appropriate authority other appropriate discipline of the respondent, 

including censure or removal if that discipline is authorized by law. 

 

(C) If the Commission finds that a respondent has violated Section 2-22 of this Article, the 

Commission may: 

 

(i) Require a respondent who is a registered lobbyist to file any additional reports or 

information that reasonably related to the information that is required under Section 2-23 of 

this Article; 

 

(ii) Impose a fine not exceeding $5,000 for each violation; and 

 

(iii) Suspend the registration of an individual lobbyist if the Commission finds that the 

lobbyist knowingly and willfully violated Section 2-22 of this Article or has been convicted of 

a criminal offense arising from lobbying activities. 

 

(D) Upon request by the Commission, the Town Attorney may file a petition for injunctive relief 

in the Circuit Court for Talbot County. The Court may: 

 

(i) Issue an order to cease and desist from the violation; 
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(ii) Except as provided in (iv) of this paragraph, void an official action taken by an official or 

employee with a conflict of interest prohibited by this chapter when the action arises from or 

concerns the subject matter of the conflict and if the legal action is brought within 90 days of 

the occurrence of the official action, if the court deems voiding the action to be in the best 

interest of the public; or 

 

(iii) Impose a fine of up to $5,000.00 for any violation of the provisions of this Article, with 

each day upon which the violation occurs constituting a separate offense. 

 

(iv) A court may not void any official action appropriating public funds, levying taxes, or 

providing for the issuance of bonds, notes or other evidences of public obligations. 

 

(E) In addition to any other enforcement provisions in this chapter, a person who the 

Commission or a court finds has violated this Article: (i) Is subject to termination or other 

disciplinary action; and (ii) May be suspended from receiving payment of salary or other 

compensation pending full compliance with the terms of an order of the Commission or a court. 

 

(F) A Town official or employee found to have violated this Article may be subject to 

disciplinary or other appropriate personnel action, including removal from office, disciplinary 

action, suspension of salary, or other sanction. 

 

(G) Violation of Sec. 2-23 of this Article shall be a misdemeanor subject to a fine of up to 

$10,000.00 or imprisonment of up to one year. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical 

reference 103 and 107) 
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CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

§ 1-1. How Code Designated and Cited. 

§ 1-2. Rules of Construction and Definitions.  

§ 1-3. Reference to Chapters, Articles, Divisions, or Sections; Conflicting Ordinances. 

§ 1-4. Headings of sections. 

§ 1-5. Repeal of Ordinances. 

§ 1-6. Effect of Repeal of Ordinances. 

§ 1-7. Severability of Parts of Code. 

§ 1-8. General Penalty; Continuing Violations; Civil Penalties for Municipal Infractions. 

§ 1-9. Provisions as Continuation of Existing Ordinances. 

§ 1-10. Authority of Code. 

§ 1-11. Effect of Code on Sanctions and Enforcement Proceedings. 

§ 1-12. Exemption from County Legislation. 

§ 1-13. Altering or Tampering with Code. 

 

Section 1-1. How Code Designated and Cited. 

 

The ordinances embraced in this and the following chapters shall constitute and be designated as 

"The Code of the Town of Easton" and may be cited as so. Such ordinances may also be cited as 

"Easton Town Code" or “Code”. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-2. Rules of Construction and Definitions. 

 

In the construction of this The Easton Town Code, and of all ordinances and resolutions of the 

Town, the following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with 

the manifest intent of the Council or the context clearly requires otherwise. 

 

 

Computation of time. The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by  

excluding the first and including the last day; and if the last day is a  Sunday or a legal  

holiday, that day shall be excluded. 

 

Council. Whenever, the words "Council" or "Town Council" or "governing body" are 

used, they shall be construed to mean "the Town Council of the Town of Easton." 

 

County. The words "the County" or "this County" shall refer to Talbot County, 

Maryland. 

 

Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to  

females and to firms, partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 

 

Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of any of the provisions of this  

Code, such provisions shall be deemed to be the minimum requirement necessary for the  

public health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare. Where any specific  

provision of the Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than the  
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general provisions imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or  

regulation shall be deemed to be controlling. 

 

Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month. 

 

Number. Words used in the singular include the plural and the plural includes the  

singular number. 

 

Nontechnical and technical words. Words and phrases shall be construed according to  

the common and approved usage of the language; but technical words and phrases and  

such others as may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be  

construed and understood according to such meaning. 

 

Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation or declaration in all  

cases in which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases  

the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."  

 

Owner. The word "owner", applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner,  

joint owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership, or joint tenant or tenant by the  

entirety, of the whole or a part of such building or land. 

 

Person. The word "person" shall include a corporation, company, partnership, association  

or society as well as a natural person. 

 

Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" shall mean next before  

and next after, respectively. 

 

Property. The word "property" shall include real and personal property.  

 

Shall, may. The word "shall" is mandatory and the word "may" is permissive. 

 

Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" shall mean that portion of a street between the curb line  

and the adjacent property. 

 

Signature. The word "signature" includes a mark  

when the person cannot write. 

 

State. The words "the State" or "this State" shall be construed to mean the State of 

Maryland. 

 

Street. The word "street" shall include any public ways, roads, highways, avenues, alleys 

and lanes within the town. 

 

Tenant, occupant. The words "tenant" and "occupant", applied to a building or land, 

shall include any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, 

whether alone or with others. 
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Time. Words used in the past, or present tense include the future as well as the past and 

present. 

 

Town. The words "the Town" or "this Town" shall mean the Town of Easton, in the 

County of Talbot and State of Maryland. 

 

Writing. The word "writing" shall include any representation of words, letters or figures, 

whether by printing or otherwise. 

 

Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year. 

 

(Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-3. Reference to Chapters, Articles, Divisions or Sections; Conflicting Ordinances. 

 

In addition to the rules of construction specified in Section 1-2, the following rules shall be 

observed in the construction of these ordinances: All references to chapters, articles, and sections 

are to the chapters, articles, and sections of this Code unless otherwise specified. If the 

provisions of different chapters of this Code conflict with or contradict each other, the provisions 

of each chapter shall prevail as to all matters and questions growing out of the subject matter of 

such chapter. If conflicting provisions are found in different sections of the same chapter, the 

provisions the provision which is most restrictive shall prevail unless such construction is 

inconsistent with the meaning of such chapter. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-4. Headings of sections 

 

The headings of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended as mere 

catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of 

such sections, nor as any part of the sections, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be 

deemed when any of such sections, including headings are amended or re-enacted. (Ordinance 

519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-5. Repeal of Ordinances 

 

All ordinances or portions of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Code are hereby 

repealed. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-6. Effect of Repeal of Ordinances. 

 

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinances in force before or at the time the 

ordinance repealed took effect. The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or 

penalty or liability incurred before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding 

pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense committed or liability incurred under the 

ordinance repealed. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 
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Section 1-7. Severability of Parts of Code. 

 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, 

clauses and words of this Code are severable, and if any word, clause, sentence paragraph or 

section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment 

or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of 

the paragraphs and sections of this Code, since the same would have been enacted by the Council 

without the incorporation in this Code of any such unconstitutional or otherwise invalid word, 

clause, sentence, paragraph or section. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-8. General Penalty; Continuing Violations; Civil Penalties for Municipal 

Infractions. 

 

(A) Except as provided in subsection (B) hereof, whenever in this Code or in any ordinance of 

the Town any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a 

misdemeanor, or whenever in such Code or ordinance the doing of any act required or the failure 

to do such an act is declared to be unlawful, the violation of any such provision of this Code or 

any ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or by 

imprisonment in the County jail for not more than six (6) months, or by both such fine and 

imprisonment in the discretion of the court. Each day any violation of this Code or of any 

ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. If State law provides for a higher 

allowable penalty for a violation, then the higher penalty provided by State law shall govern.  

(Ordinance 139 effective 6/30/1987, historical reference 519 aka E-34, 137) 

 

(B) Any violations of the chapters of the Easton Code, designated as municipal infractions, 

which are civil obligations imposed for a violation or breach of the chapter referred to, shall have 

a penalty for the first infraction of up to one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and a levy of up to five 

thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for any subsequent infraction. Each day that any violation shall 

continue shall constitute a separate offense. If State law provides for a higher allowable penalty 

for a violation, then the higher penalty provided by State law shall govern.   

(Ordinance 363 effective 12/7/1997, historical reference 83, 137, 139) 

 

(C) The Town may adopt a schedule of fines by resolution to more specifically provide for 

maximum fines for specific violations.   

 

Section 1-9. Provisions as Continuation of Existing Ordinances. 

 

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are the same as those ordinances existing at 

the effective date of this Code, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new 

enactments. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-10. Authority of Code. 

 

This Code is a revision and codification of the general regulatory ordinances of the Town of 

Easton which have been enacted and published in accordance with the provisions of the laws of 

Maryland and which have not been repealed, and is done by virtue of authority granted in Local 
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Government Article § 5-205(c)(4) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, 

effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 1-11. Effect of Code on Sanctions and Enforcement Proceedings. 

 

Adoption of an act shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change, in whole or in part, any 

sanctions for Code violations available to the Town which have accrued or been issued, incurred, 

imposed, or declared under the Code, unless the act shall expressly so provide. Any such Code 

chapter, section, or part thereof affected by an act shall be treated and held as still remaining in 

force for the purpose of: imposing any sanctions or filing or pursuing any enforcement action for 

violations occurring prior to adoption of the act; and reviewing or sustaining any decision, 

judgment, decree, or order that has been or may be rendered, entered, or made in such 

enforcement action. Enforcement actions filed after adoption of an act based on violations 

occurring before adoption of the act shall be prosecuted and proceed to final decision, 

determination, and judgment, including all stages of any appeal, applying the Code in effect as if 

the act had not been adopted. 

Section 1-12. Exemption from County Legislation. 

Pursuant to the authority granted by Local Government Article § 4-111 of the Annotated Code of 

Maryland, unless otherwise provided in this Code, the Town exempts itself from all legislation 

heretofore or hereafter enacted by the County, relating to any subject upon which the Town has 

heretofore or is hereafter granted legislative authority either by public general law or by the 

Charter of the Town. 

Section 1-13. Altering or Tampering with Code. 

It shall be unlawful for anyone to alter or tamper with such code in any manner whatsoever 

which will cause the law of the Town of Easton to be misrepresented thereby. Any violation of 

this section shall be punishable as a misdemeanor. 
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CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION 
 

Article I. Town Officials and Employees 

§ 2-1. Salaries of Appointed Officials and Regular Employees. 

§ 2-1.1. Salaries of Council Members; President of Council. 

§ 2-1.2. Salary of Mayor. 

§ 2-2. Employment of Extra Labor. 

 

Article II. Boards, Commissions, Committees and Task Forces, in General. 

§ 2-3. Committees and Task Forces 

§ 2-4. Removal.  

 

Article III. Police Board. 

§ 2-5. Police Board - Composition. 

§ 2.6. Same - Meetings. 

§ 2-7. Same - Powers and Duties. 

§ 2-8. Same - Procedure. 

§ 2-9. Oath of Office for Police Officer. 

 

Article IV. Fire Board. 

§ 2-10. Fire Board - Composition. 

§ 2-11. Same - Meetings. 

§ 2-12. Same Duties. 

§ 2-13. Same Custody of Building and Equipment. 

 

Article V. Park Board. 

§ 2-14. Director of Parks and Recreation. 

§ 2-15. Establishment of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

§ 2-16. Appointment and Term of Members; Vacancies. 

§ 2-17. Compensation. 

§ 2-18. Duties and Functions 

§ 2-19. Annual Plan; Approval. 

 

Article VI. Planning and Zoning Commission 

§ 2-20. Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

Article VII. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

§ 2-21. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Article VIII. Historic District Commission. 

§ 2-22. Historic District Commission. 

 

Article IX. Tree Board. 

§ 2-23. Establishment. 

§ 2-24. Compensation. 

§ 2-25. Powers and Duties. 
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§ 2-26. Residency.  

 

Article X. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

§ 2-27. Easton Affordable Housing Board 

 

Article XI. Ethics Commission. 

§ 2-28. Ethics Commission. 

 

Article XII. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

§ 2-29. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals.   

 

Article XIII. Purchasing, Contracting and Bidding. 

§ 2-30. Procurement Policy. 

 

Article XIV. Codes Enforcement. 

§ 2-31. Codes Enforcement. 

 

Article XV – Custody and Disposition of Abandoned, Lost or Seized Personal Property 

§ 2-32. Purpose and Scope of Article 

§ 2-33. Custody 

§ 2-34. Return of Property Other than Contraband 

§ 2-35. Notice Regarding Property Other than Contraband 

§ 2-36. Disposition of Unclaimed Properly Other than Contraband 

§ 2-37. Disposition of Contraband 

§ 2-38. Disposition of Motor Vehicles 

§ 2-39. No Additional Duties Imposed Upon Department; Chief of Police Authorized to Issue 

Regulations  

 

Article XVI. Economic Development Program. 

§ 2-40. Establishment. 

§ 2-41. Administration. 

 

Article XVIII. Administrative Search Warrants:  Right of Entry 

§ 2-42. Administrative Search Warrants:  Right of Entry 

 

Article I. Town Officials and Employees 

 

Section 2-1. Salaries of Appointed Officials and Regular Employees.  

 

The salaries of all appointed officials and regular employees shall be established each year prior 

to the adoption of the annual tax levy and shall be itemized in the annual budget. (Ordinance 1, 

effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 2-1.1. Salaries of Council Members, President of Council 

 

Page 102 of 207



(A) On and after the third Monday in May, 1999, the salaries of all Council Members of the 

Town of Easton shall be Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) per year, and the salary of the President 

of the Council shall be Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) per year. (Ordinance 389 effective 

5/10/1999, historical reference 62, 99, 246)  

 

(B) Notwithstanding subsection (A) above, the salary specified at the time that any Council 

Member or President of the Council takes office shall not be changed during the period for which 

that Council Member or President of Council was elected, as required by Article II, Sections 2 

and 15 of the Town Charter. 

 

Section 2-1.2. Salary of Mayor 

 

(A) On and after the third Monday in May 1999, the salary of the Mayor of the Town of Easton 

shall be Eight Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500) per year. (Ordinance 388 effective 

5/10/1999, historical reference 63, 98, 247)  

 

(B) Notwithstanding subsection (A) above, no change shall be made in the salary for any Mayor 

during the term for which he or she was elected, as required by Article III, Section 3 of the Town 

Charter. 

 

Section 2-2. Employment of Extra Labor. 

 

Extra labor shall be employed by the Town, if and as needed, in conformity to existing labor 

rates. (Ordinance 1, effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Article II. Board, Commissions, Committees, and Task Forces, in General 

 

Section 2-3. Committees and Task Forces. 

 

In addition to the Boards and Commissions set forth herein, the Mayor and/or the Town Council 

may appoint such committees or task forces as they deem necessary and beneficial.  Committees 

and Task Forces shall be advisory only.  The terms, tasks, and duties of the committee or task 

force shall be established by the Mayor and/or the Town Council.   

 

Section 2-4. Removal. 

 

In addition to the justification provided elsewhere in the Town Code, a Commission or Board 

Member, Committee Member, or Task Force Member may be removed for cause by the Mayor 

with the advice and consent of the Town Council.  For the purpose of this section, “for cause” 

shall mean: 

(A) A determination that the best interest of the Town of Easton would not be served by 

continued membership; 

(B) Absence from at least three scheduled meetings in any twelve-month period without an 

excused absence; or  
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(C) Conviction of or receipt of probation before judgment for a felony or misdemeanor for which 

a sentence of one year or more could have been imposed.   

Article II. Police Board 

 

Section 2-5. Police Board - Composition 

 

The five members of the Town Council shall serve as the Town of Easton Police Board. 

(Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 2 & 358) 

 

Section 2-6. Same - Meetings 

 

The Police Board shall meet regularly at such time or times as the majority of the Police Board 

shall designate. The meetings shall be held in the Town Council meeting room or at such other 

location as the Police Board may designate. The meetings shall be open to the public. Closed 

Sessions shall be permitted as necessary and in accordance with law. (Ordinance 769 effective 

11/21/2021, historical reference 2, 462) 

 

Section 2-7. Same - Powers and Duties 

 

The Police Board shall hear and consult with the Chief of Police regarding the police 

department’s building, equipment, and other budgetary needs, as well as receive input from 

citizens regarding the police department. In addition, the Police Board may consider such other 

matters as a Board member considers appropriate. (Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical 

reference 2) 

 

Section 2-8. Same Procedure. 

 

The Police Board may adopt such regulations or rules for its organization and procedure as it 

deems necessary for carrying out its duties, including designating a chair person and establishing 

guidelines for public participation. (Ordinance 462 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 2.) 

 

Section 2-9 Oath of Office for Police Officer. 

 

Before any person appointed shall be vested with the power and authority of police officer, he or 

she shall take the oath of office required by the Charter of Easton, and shall evidence his or her 

willingness to conform to all regulations of the police department of the Town and to obey all 

lawful orders and instructions given him or her by the Mayor, the Chief of Police, and any other 

properly constituted police authority of the Town. (Ordinance 769 effective 11/21/2021, 

historical reference 2, 462) 

 

Article III. Fire Board 

 

Section 2-10. Fire Board - Composition 

 

The five members of the Town Council shall serve as the Town of Easton Fire Board (Ordinance 

463 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 4 & 358) 
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Section 2-11. Same - Meetings. 

 

The Fire Board shall meet quarterly during the Town Council meeting or at such other time or 

times as the majority of the Fire Board shall designate. The meetings shall be held in the Town 

Council meeting room or at such other location as the Fire Board may designate. The meeting 

shall be open to the public. Closed Sessions shall be permitted as necessary and in accordance 

with law. The Fire Board may adopt such regulations or rules for its organization and procedure 

as it deems necessary for carrying out its duties including designating a chair person and 

establishing guidelines for public participation (Ordinance 463 effective 1/26/2004, historical 

reference 4) 

 

Section 2-12. Same - Duties. 

 

The Fire Board shall consult with the Easton Volunteer Fire Department regarding the use, 

condition, care, operation, repair, and replacement of Fire Station 60, Fire Station 66, and the 

firefighting equipment belonging to the Town. (Ordinance 463 effective 1/26/2004, historical 

reference 4) 

 

Section 2-13. Same - Custody of Buildings and Equipment. 

 

Except as otherwise provided in a lease or memorandum of understanding, all the firefighting 

equipment, and the buildings housing same belonging to the Town, are placed in the custody of 

the Board of Trustees of the Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., to be operated by the said 

Trustees, and, in the case of the firefighting equipment, under the direction of the Fire Chief, as 

provided by the by-laws of the said Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. The custody of the 

firefighting equipment and the building belonging to the Town, shall be retained by the Trustees 

of the Easton Volunteer Fire Department, Inc., contingent upon the election by the said 

Department annually of a Fire Chief subject to approval by the Town Council of the person 

elected Fire Chief. (Ordinance 463 effective 1/26/2004, historical reference 4) 

 

Article V. Park Board 

 

Section 2-14. Director of Parks and Recreation 

 

There shall be a Director of Parks and Recreation of the Town, who shall be compensated as 

provided in the annual Town budgets. The Director of Parks and Recreation shall perform such 

duties as the Town Manager may direct. (Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 

296, 300) 

 

Section 2-15. Establishment of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 

 

There shall be a municipal Parks and Recreation Advisory Board which shall have the powers 

and duties as set forth in this Article. (Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 

296, 297, 300) 
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Section 2-16. Appointment and Term of Members; Vacancies. 

 

The members of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall consist of five adult residents of 

the Town who shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council for the 

term of three years and until their successors are appointed and qualified. In the event of a 

vacancy on the Board, the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council, shall appoint a qualified 

replacement to serve the remainder of the term. The Mayor, subject to the approval of the 

Council, may appoint one (1) alternate member for the Easton Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board, who shall be empowered to sit with the Board in the absence of any member of the 

Board. (Ordinance 773 effective 1/9/2022, historical reference 496, 296) 

 

Section 2-17. Compensation 

 

Member of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall serve without compensation. 

(Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 296, 300, 328) 

 

Section 2-18. Duties and Functions. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall have the following duties and functions: 

 

(A) At the direction of the Director of Parks and Recreation, the Board shall assess the 

recreation needs and resources of the Town and may coordinate with community 

organizations to promote recreational opportunities for the public. It shall make 

recommendations to the Director, Town Manager, Mayor and Town Council regarding the 

staffing, finance, maintenance, and operation of recreational facilities and programs in or 

near the Town. The Board shall meet as needed, but not less than quarterly. All meetings 

shall be open to the public unless applicable Maryland law permits an executive or closed 

session. The Board shall report on its activities annually and at such other times as 

requested by the Mayor or Town Council. 

 

(B) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall adopt rules and regulations of the use 

of Town parks and recreation facilities, which rules and regulations shall be subject to 

review and approval by the Mayor and Town Council. 

 

(C) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall select one its members to serve as the 

Town’s representative on the Talbot County Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, which 

selection shall be approved by the Mayor. 

 

(D) The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board shall exercise such other duties as the 

Mayor may direct from time to time. 

 

(Ordinance 496 effective 3/12/2006, historical reference 296, 300, 328) 

 

Section 2-19. Annual Plan; Approval 
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 In collaboration with the Director of Parks and Recreation, the Board shall annually prepare and 

submit to the Mayor and Town Council on or before November 1st, an Annual Plan that sets forth 

recommendations concerning public recreation policies, plans, and programs, and identifies 

proposed park land acquisitions, major equipment purchases, capital improvements, and projects 

suitable for funding through federal, state, or local grant or loan programs.  The Annual Plan 

shall be subject to review, amendment, and approval by the Town Council.  Unless and until 

approved by the Town Council:  

 

(A) no applications or pre-applications process with any government agency for any park project 

shall be commenced by the Town, or its officers, agents or employees; and 

 

(B) no report or recommendation regarding anticipated projects shall be submitted to the Talbot 

County Parks and Recreation Advisory Board or similar agency. 

 

(Ordinance 328, effective 11/15/1995) 

 

Article VI. Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

Section 2-20.  Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 

The creation, composition, power and duties for the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be 

as set forth in Section 28-1302 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof. 

 

Article VII.  Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Section 2-21. Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

The membership and terms for the Board of Zoning Appeals shall be as set forth in Section 28-

1303 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.  

 

Article VIII.  Historic District Commission 

 

Section 2-22. Historic District Commission. 

The membership, qualification, and terms for the Historic District Commission shall be as set 

forth in Section 28-601 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article IX. Tree Board 

 

Section 2-23. Establishment 

 

The Tree Board for the Town of Easton is hereby established. The Tree Board shall consist>of 

three to five volunteers appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of the Council. 

(Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-24. Compensation. 
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The Tree Board shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 

and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-25. Powers and Duties. 

 

The Tree Board is an advisory Board that shall assist the Town Engineer and the Department of 

Public Works in the development and maintenance of a comprehensive tree management 

program. The Tree Board shall report directly to the Town Engineer or his or her designee, and 

shall have such responsibilities and duties as the Town Engineer shall assign to the Board. 

(Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Section 2-26. Residency. 

 

The Tree Board members need not be residents of the Town of Easton if he or she has expertise 

and experience that will assist the Town Engineer and Department of Public Works in 

establishing or maintaining a tree management program. (Ordinance 443 and 623 effective 

5/26/2002 and 6/24/2013) 

 

Article X. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

 

Section 2-27. Easton Affordable Housing Board. 

 

The membership, terms, and duties of the Easton Affordable Housing Board shall be as set forth 

in Section 13-5 of the Town Code, or corresponding future provision thereof. 

 

Article XI. Ethics Commission 

 

Section 2-28. Ethics Commission 

 

The membership, terms and responsibilities for the Ethics Commission shall be as set forth in 

Section 8-3 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article XII. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

 

Section 2-29. Code Enforcement Board of Appeals. 

 

The membership, term, and procedure for the Code Enforcement Board of Appeals shall be as set 

forth in Section 2-31.2 of the Town Code or corresponding future provision thereof.   

 

Article XIII. Purchasing 

 

Section 2-30. Procurement Policy 

 

(A)  General Procurement Provisions:  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the 

following provisions shall apply to all contracts for the procurement of supplies, materials, 

equipment, construction of public improvements, or contractual services entered into by the 
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Town after the effective date of this Section.  A contract may not be subdivided to avoid the 

requirements of this Section.  

 

(i)  Under $10,000.  Expenditures, including petty cash, involving less than $10,000 shall 

be made by either the Mayor, Town Manager, Town Finance Officer, or the Town’s 

various department heads, provided that the procurement is for a budgeted item.  Such 

purchase may be made without soliciting competitive quotations as long as the authorized 

person determines the price to be reasonable.  The intent of this section is to prevent 

delays and loss and not as a substitute for advance planning of needs.  This section is not 

to be abused by unwarranted favoritism of one supplier or by division of one purchase 

into several small purchases.   

 

(ii)  Between $10,000 and $50,000.  Expenditures involving $10,000 or more, but less 

than $50,000 shall be made by either the Mayor, Town Manager or Town Finance Officer 

provided that the procurement is for a budgeted item.  To the extent practical, the Town 

shall receive a quotation from at least three sources. Special circumstances that could fall 

under emergency purchase or sole source guidelines may necessitate less than three 

quotes.   

 

(iii)  $50,000 and above.  Expenditure involving $50,000 and above shall be advertised 

for sealed bids for written contracts pursuant to the provisions set forth below. 

 

(iv) Council approval shall be required for all unbudgeted expenditures of any amount 

and all expenditures which exceed budgeted funds.   

 

(B) Public Bidding Requirements:  All expenditures that are required to be advertised for sealed 

bids for written contracts shall be subject to the following provisions: 

 

(i)  The Town shall advertise for bids in a forum and in a form approved by the Town 

Manager. 

 

(ii)  The bids shall be opened in public. 

 

(iii)  The Town shall award the bid to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder.  In 

determining the lowest responsible and responsive bidder, in addition to considering 

price, the Town Council shall consider: 

 

(a) The ability, capacity, and skill of the bidder to perform the contract or provide 

the service required; 

 

(b) The sufficiency of the financial resources and ability of the bidder to perform 

the contract or provide the services.  

 

(c)  Whether the bidder can perform the contract or provide the service promptly, 

or within the time specified, without delay or interference; 
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(d) The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience, and efficiency of 

the bidder; 

 

(e)  The quality of performance of previous contracts or services of the bidder; 

 

(f)  The previous and current compliance by the bidder with laws and ordinances 

relating to the contract or service; 

 

(g)  Whether the bidder is in arrears to the Town on any debt or contract, is in 

default on any surety to the Town, or is delinquent as to any taxes or assessments; 

and 

 

(h) Any other information that may have a bearing on the decision to award the 

contract. 

 

(iv)  The Town may re-advertise for new bids. 

 

(v)  The Town may accept and reject any and all bids or part thereof and may waive 

technical defects or irregularities. 

 

(vi)  The Town may accept the bid which represents the best value to the Town and 

acceptance of which is in the best interest of the Town.  

 

(vii)  The Town may require successful bidders to furnish security conditioned upon the 

faithful performance of their contract and conditioned upon the payment of the wages and 

compensation of all laborers employed on work for which a contract is made by the 

contractor, or subcontractor. 

 

(C)  Exceptions to Requirement for Public Bidding:  The Town shall not be required to use 

competitive bidding in the following instances, regardless of the amount in question:  

 

(i)  The occurrence of an emergency, which is hereby defined to mean a situation which 

has suddenly and unexpectedly arisen and which requires immediate action in the public 

interest; 

 

(ii)  Contracts for professional services or for personal services requiring special training 

and skill.  For the purpose of this section, “personal services requiring special training 

and skill” shall mean specialized, non-routine services provided by individuals with 

unique talents, advanced expertise, or specific licenses; 

 

(iii)  Contracts for insurance or for public utility services; 

 

(iv)  Contracts in which the Town receives a contract price negotiated by the State, 

County, or other governmental entity pursuant to a valid contract; 
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(v)  Contracts for the purchase of special machinery and equipment, and maintenance and 

replacement parts therefor, or other special materials and supplies having an exclusive 

source of supply, provided that in each instance, the purchase is for a budgeted item and 

that it is subject to the approval authority for the various amounts set forth in paragraph 

(A); 

 

(vi)  Contracts where competition is precluded because of the existence of patent rights, 

copyrights, secret processes, control of basic raw materials, or similar circumstances.  

 

(vii)  Contracts for the purchase, exchange, leasing, or acquisition of any interest in real 

property by the Town, and contracts for the sale, exchange, leasing or other disposition of 

any interest in real property owned by the Town, provided that the Town complies with 

any applicable law and procedure for those actions; and 

 

(viii)  In any instance where the Town in its discretion decides to use its own forces for 

the construction or reconstruction of public improvements.  

 

(D)  The provisions in this Section do not apply to purchases and sales made by the Easton 

Utilities Commission. 

 

(E)  For the procurement of all materials and services pursuant to the United States Department 

of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant Programs, when 

bids are solicited, the Town shall incorporate into such solicitation a clear and accurate 

description of the technical requirements for the material, product, or service to be procured.  

Such description shall not contain features which unduly restrict competition.  The description 

may include a statement of the qualitative nature of the material, product or service to be 

procured and when necessary, shall set forth those minimum essential characteristics and 

standards to which the material to be procured must conform if it is to satisfy its intended use.  

Detailed product specifications shall not be used if at all possible.  When it is impractical or 

uneconomical to make a clear and accurate description the technical requirements, a “brand 

name or equal” description may be used as a means to define the performance or other essential 

requirements of the material, product or service to be procured.  The specific features of any 

named brand which must be met by the material, product or service to be procured shall be 

clearly stated and any solicitation for bid.  The Town, in making a solicitation for bid, shall 

clearly set forth all requirements an offer must fulfill and all factors to be used in evaluation bids 

and proposals.   

(Ordinance 100 effective 5/10/1981, historical reference 519 aka E-34 326, Ordinance 729 

effective 1/28/2019) 

 

(F)  Federal Grant:  For the procurement of all materials and services pursuant to Federal Grant 

programs, the Town shall follow the Federal Guidelines for procurement and bidding processes, 

including the Code of Federal Regulations §200.317 through §200.327. 

(Ordinance 819 effective 5/26/2024) 

 

(G) The Town Manager may adopt a Purchasing Policy that provides additional details and 

requirements to implement the provisions contained herein.   
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Article XIV. Codes Enforcement 

 

§ 2-31. Code Enforcement. 

 

§ 2-31.1 Codes Enforcement Establishment. 

 

The office of Town of Easton Code Enforcement is hereby established and the official in charge 

thereof shall be known as the Code Official. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009) 

 

§ 2-31.1.1 Code Official. 

 

The Code Official is hereby authorized to act as the enforcement officer with regard to all 

ordinances of the Town of Easton other than criminal ordinances. The Code Official may 

designate; one or more assistants as Code Enforcement Officers. Such persons shall have 

duties and powers as delegated by the Code Official. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, 

historical reference 310) 

 

§ 2-31.1.2 Law Enforcement Officers. 

 

The sworn law enforcement officers of the Easton Police Department are hereby authorized to 

enforce any non-criminal ordinance of the Town of Easton when requested to do so by the 

Code Official or any other assistant designated by the Code Official to act as an enforcement 

officer or administrator. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 310 & 16) 

 

§ 2-31.1.3 Other Powers Not Affected. 

 

The provisions of this section shall not affect the authority of members of the Easton Police 

Department to enforce state or local criminal laws or ordinances. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 310) 

 

§ 2-31.2 Code Enforcement Board of Appeals 

 

§ 2-26.2.1 General. 

 

Any person directly affected by a decision of the Code Official or a notice or order issued by 

the Code Official shall have the right to appeal to the Easton Board of Zoning Appeals under 

the provisions set forth in Chapter 28 Zoning of the Code of the Town of Easton, provided 

that a written application for appeal is filed within 20 days after the day the decision, notice or 

order was served (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 86, 115, 238, 325, 

405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.2.2  Application for Appeal. 
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An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of the codes or the 

rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted or do not fully apply. 

(Ordinance 627 effective October 7th 2012, historical reference 86, 448, and 559). 

 

§ 2-31.2.2.1 Waiver Authority. 

 

Except as set forth in § 11-6.4.3 of the Easton Town Code, the Board shall have no authority 

to waive requirements of the codes. (Ordinance 627 effective October 7th 2012, historical 

reference 86, 448, and 559). 

 

§ 2-31.2.3 Board. 

 

All provisions governing the Board of Appeals with respect to members, provisions for 

alternates, quorum, procedure, chairman, term of office, etc. shall be applicable to appeals of 

the Building Codes.. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 448) 

 

§ 2-31.2.4 Administration. 

 

The Code Official shall take immediate action in accordance with the decision of the Easton 

Board of Zoning Appeals. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 448) 

 

§ 2-31.3 Code Enforcement Division. 

 

§ 2-31.3.1 Establishment. 

 

The division of Building Inspection is hereby established under the office of Town of Easton 

Code Enforcement and the official in charge thereof shall be the Code Official hereafter cited 

as official. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 

448) 

 

§ 2-31.3.2 Designation of Division Staff. 

 

The official shall have the authority to designate; one or more assistants as Technical; 

Examiners or Inspectors and one such person as the Building Codes Administrator of the 

Town of Easton. Such persons shall have duties and powers as delegated by the official. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4 Duties and Powers of the Code Official. 

 

§ 2-31.4.1 General. 

 

The official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of the Town of Easton 

Code exclusive of criminal codes, hereafter cited as codes. The official shall have the 

authority to render interpretations of those codes and to adopt policies and procedures in order 

to clarify the application of those provisions. Such interpretations, policies and procedures 

shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of those codes. Such policies and 
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procedures shall not have the effect of waiving requirement specifically provided for in those 

codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.2 Applications and Permits. 

 

The official shall receive applications, review construction documents and issue permits; for 

the erection, alteration, demolition and moving of buildings and structures, inspect the 

premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions 

of those codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 

405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.3 Notices and Orders. 

 

The official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with those codes. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.4 Inspections. 

 

The official shall make all of the required inspections, or the official shall have the authority 

to accept reports of inspection by approved agencies or individuals, including outside 

inspection consultants hired by the Town. Reports of such inspections shall be in writing and 

be certified by a responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible individual. 

The official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to report upon 

technical issues that arise. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 

325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.5 Identification. 

 

The official shall carry proper identification when inspecting structures or premises in the 

performance of duties under those codes. For the purpose of this section, proper identification 

shall be a photo identification card that identifies that the individual is an employee of the 

Town of Easton.  (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 

& 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.6 Right of Entry. 

 

Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of those codes, or where 

the official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in a structure or upon a premises a 

condition which is contrary to or in violation of those codes which makes the structure or 

premises unsafe, dangerous, or hazardous, the official is authorized to enter the structure or 

premises at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed by those codes. The 

official may not enter any building or structure without the permission from the owner or 

occupant except pursuant to a warrant issued by a Court of Maryland and accompanied by a 

police officer who shall serve and execute the warrant. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, 

historical reference 16 & 448) 
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§ 2-31.4.7 Department Records. 

 

The official shall keep records of applications received, permits and certificates issued, fees 

collected, reports of inspections, and notices and orders issued. Such records shall be retained 

in the records for the period required for retention of public records. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.8 Liability. 

 

The official charged with the enforcement of those codes or other pertinent law or codes, 

while acting for the Town of Easton in good faith and without malice in the discharge of the 

duties required by those codes or other pertinent law or codes, shall not thereby be rendered 

liable personally and is hereby relieved from personal liability for any damage accruing to 

persons or property as a result of any act or by reason of an act or omission in the discharge of 

official duties. Any suit instituted against an official because of an act performed by that 

official in the lawful discharge of duties and under provisions of those codes or other pertinent 

law or codes shall be defended by legal representative of the Town of Easton until the final 

termination of the proceedings. The official shall not be liable for the cost in any action, suit 

or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of those codes or other pertinent 

law or codes. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.9 Approved Materials and Equipment. 

 

Materials, equipment, and devices approved by the official shall be constructed and installed in 

accordance with such approval. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 

238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.9.1 Used Materials and Equipment. 

 

The use of used materials which meet the requirements of those codes for new materials is 

permitted. Used equipment and devices shall not be reused unless approved by the official. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/131/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.10 Modifications. 

 

Wherever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of those codes, 

the official shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases, upon application 

of the owner or owner’s representative, provided the official shall first find that special 

individual reason makes the strict letter of those codes impractical and the modification is in 

compliance with the intent and purpose of those codes and that such modification does not lessen 

health, accessibility, life and fire safety, or structural requirements. The details of action granting 

modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of the division. (Ordinance 559 effective 

10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.11 Alternative Materials, Design and Methods of Construction and Equipment. 
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The provisions of those codes are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to 

prohibit any design or method of construction not specifically prescribed by those codes, 

provided that any such alternative has been approved. An alternative material, design or method 

of construction shall be approved where the official finds that the proposed design is satisfactory 

and complies with the intent of the provisions of those codes, and that the material, method or 

work offered is for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed by those codes 

in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety. Compliance with the 

specific performance-based provisions in lieu of specific requirements of those codes shall also 

be permitted as an alternate. (Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 115, 238, 

325, 405 & 448) 

 

§ 2-31.4.11.1 Tests. 

 

Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of those codes, or 

evidence that a material or method does not conform to the requirements of those codes, or in 

order to substantiate claims for alternative materials or methods, the official shall have the 

authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at no expense to the Town of 

Easton. Test methods shall be as specified in those codes or by other recognized test 

standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test methods, the official shall approve 

the testing procedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. Reports of such tests 

shall be retained by the official for the period required for retention of public records. 

(Ordinance 559 effective 10/13/2009, historical reference 16, 115, 238, 325, 405 & 448) 

 

Article XV. Custody and Disposition of Abandoned, Lost or Seized Personal Property 

 

Section 2-32 Purpose and Scope of Article. 

 

The purpose of this Article is to set forth the authority and procedures by which Easton Police 

Department shall maintain custody over, and dispose of, personal property in its possession. It is 

not intended to affect or modify the laws of the United States of the State of Maryland regarding 

the definition of contraband or its forfeiture or disposition as those laws pertain to the Town. 

(Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-33 Custody. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, the Easton Police Department shall maintain custody of any 

abandoned, lost, or seized personal property that comes into the custody of the Department until 

the Department determines that the custody is not necessary to any investigation or prosecution 

or otherwise necessary for the discharge of the Department’s duties. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-34 Return Of Property Other Than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, after a determination described under Section 2-33, the 

Department shall (1) return any item of personal property (other than contraband) over which it 

has custody to the person who: (a) establishes his or her right to possession of said property and 
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(b) gives a written receipt for the item of personal property to the Department; or (2) dispose of 

such property in accordance with the provisions of this Article. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-35 Notice Regarding Property Other Than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, the Department shall give notice to the last known address of 

the person entitled to possession of any item of property (other than contraband) in the custody 

of the Department (if the identity of such person is known to the Department) by certified mail of 

the fact that the Department is in custody of such property and that such property is not 

necessary for any investigation or prosecution or otherwise necessary for the discharge of the 

Department duties and advising such person that such property may be recovered from the 

Department after compliance with the requirements of Section 2-34 and payment of any 

administrative fees or other expenses incurred by the Department in connection with the storage 

of said property. The notice shall further state that, if the property is not claimed from the 

Department within 30 days of the date of the notice, the Department shall dispose of the property 

and the proceeds of such disposition, if any shall be paid to the Town. (Ordinance 375 effective 

8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-36 Disposition of Unclaimed Property Other than Contraband. 

 

Unless otherwise provided by law, if the person entitled to possession of any item of personal 

property fails to respond to the notice described in the previous section within 30 days from the 

date that the notice was mailed or if the property is otherwise unclaimed, the Department may 

dispose of the property in accordance with the following: (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(A). Cash. All cash shall be delivered to the Town Finance Officer and deposited in the 

Town’s General Fund; (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(B). Firearms and Other Weapons. Any firearm which can be used by the Department in the 

discharge of its function shall be retained by the Department. The Chief of Police may, at his or 

her discretion, transfer firearms to other law enforcement agencies if such firearms can be used 

by said agencies in the discharge of their function. All other weapons (other than collectible 

weapons) shall be destroyed. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(C). Collectible Weapons. For the purpose of this section, the term “collectible weapon” 

means any weapon which, in the judgment of the Chief of Police, because of age, workmanship, 

or design is not likely to be used for criminal purposes and is suitable for decorative or similar 

purposes. Collectible weapons shall be sold at public auction pursuant to Section 2-36(e). 

(Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

(D). Toys, Children’s Bicycles and Similar Items. Any toys, children’s bicycles or similar 

items may be transferred by the Department to one or more tax exempt, non-profit charitable or 

community organizations serving the residents of the Town. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 
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(E). Other Tangible Personal Property. The Department shall retain for its own use any item of 

tangible personal property which will be useful for the Department’s function. All other items of 

tangible personal property shall either be disposed of as rubbish or sold at public auction under 

such additional terms and conditions as the Chief of Police determines are appropriate. The 

proceeds of such auction shall be delivered to the Town Finance Officer and deposited in the 

Town’s General Fund. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-37 Disposition of Contraband. 

 

All contraband in the possession of the Department shall be forfeited and disposed of in 

accordance with federal and State law. If federal and/or State law does not provide a procedure 

for the disposition of a particular item of contraband, the Chief of Police shall determine whether 

the item shall be destroyed or disposed of in accordance with Section 2-36. (Ordinance 375 

effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-38 Disposition of Motor Vehicles. 

 

Motor vehicles in the custody of the Department shall be disposed of pursuant to applicable 

provision of State law. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Section 2-39 No Additional Duties Imposed Upon Department; Chief of Police Authorized 

To Issue Regulation. 

 

The provisions of this Article shall not be interpreted to impose upon the Easton Police 

Department or the Town of Easton any duty, not otherwise existing, to investigate or attempt to 

ascertain the identity or whereabouts of any person who is or may be entitled to possession of 

any item of abandoned, lost, or seized personal property in the custody of the Department. The 

purpose of this Article is to provide a method by which the Easton Police Department shall 

maintain custody of and dispose of personal property; it shall not create in any person a cause of 

action against the Town or any official, agent or employee thereof for failure to follow the terms 

of this Article. The Chief of Police is authorized to issue such regulations as he or she deems 

necessary to implement the intention of this Article. (Ordinance 375 effective 8/4/1998) 

 

Article XVI. Economic Development Program 

 

Section 2-40. Establishment. 

 

The Town of Easton shall have an Economic Development Program for the purpose of: 

 

(A) encouraging sound and balanced economic growth; 

 

(B) attracting and retaining businesses, including, but not limited to, small, minority, and/or 

disadvantaged enterprises; 

 

(C) promoting the creation and retention of jobs in the Town; 
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(D) expanding the commercial and industrial tax base of the Town of Easton; 

 

(E) applying for and administering grants and loans related to the economic vitality of the Town 

and assisting with various tax credit and loan programs offered by Federal, State, and County 

governments as these programs relate to the economic vitality of the Town; 

 

(F) identifying areas of the Town in need of economic revitalization and assisting with plans for 

needed revitalization; 

 

(G) assisting existing businesses and prospective businesses in identifying sources of financing 

and professional and technical services; and  

(H) providing technical assistance, education, and information to the business community and its 

recognized associations; and 

 

(I) organizing public events to promote tourism  

 

Section 2-41. Administration. 

 

The Economic Development Program shall be administered 

 

(A) by the Town through the employment of an Economic Development Coordinator appointed 

by the Mayor and approved by the Town Council; or 

 

(B) at the discretion of the Mayor and Town Council, by a nonprofit economic organization 

organized for the purpose of implementing the Economic Development Program for the Town of 

Easton. 

 

Article XVII. Administrative Search Warrants: Right of Entry 

 

Section 2- 42. Administrative Search Warrants; Right of Entry.  

 

The Town of Easton, or its designated code official, may apply to a judge of the District Court or 

Circuit Court for Talbot County, for an administrative search warrant to enter any premises to 

conduct any inspection required or authorized by this Code or other applicable law.  

 

(A) The application for an administrative search warrant shall be in writing and sworn to by  

the applicant and shall particularly describe the place, structure, premises, etc., to be inspected 

and the nature, scope and purpose of the inspection to be performed by the applicant. 

 

(B). A judge of a court referred to in this section may issue the warrant based upon  

information set forth in subsection A upon a finding that:  

 

(i).   The applicant has sought access to the property for the purpose of making an   

    inspection; and  
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(a).  after requesting, at a reasonable time, that the owner, tenant or other 

individual in charge of the property allow the applicant access, the applicant has 

been denied access to the property; or  

 

(b).  after making a reasonable effort the applicant has been unable to locate any 

of these individuals;  

 

(ii).   The Town or its designated code official(s) is authorized by law to make an  

inspection of the property for which the warrant is sought; and  

 

(iii). Probable cause for the issuance of the warrant has been demonstrated by the  

applicant by:  

 

(a).  specific evidence of a violation of the Town Code or other applicable law, or 

a public nuisance that affects the health, safety and welfare of the Town' s 

citizens; or  

 

(b).  information that the property to be inspected falls within an administrative 

inspection program of the Town.  

 

(C).    An administrative search warrant issued under this section shall specify the place, 

structure, or premise to be inspected. The inspection conducted may not exceed the limits 

specified in the warrant.  

 

(D).    An administrative search warrant issued under this section authorizes the applicant and 

other designated officials or employees of the Town to enter specified property to perform the 

inspection, sampling and other functions authorized by law to determine compliance with the 

provisions of the Code or other law.  

 

(E).    An administrative search warrant issued under this section shall be executed and returned 

to the judge by whom it was issued within:  

 

(i).  The time specified in the warrant, not to exceed thirty (30) days; or  

 

(ii).  If no time is specified in the warrant, fifteen (15) days from the date of its issuance. 

 

(Ordinance 581: effective 10/25/2010) 
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CHAPTER 3 – RESERVED 
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CHAPTER 4 – ANIMALS AND FOWL 
 

§ 4-1. Adoption of County Code 

§ 4-2. Sanitary conditions for Raising Poultry or Animals. 

§ 4-3. Complaint of Unsanitary Conditions. 

§ 4-4. Poultry Running At Large Prohibited. 

§ 4-5. Keeping Swine Prohibited. 

§ 4-6. Animals Running At Large or Unattended. 

§ 4-7. Animal Carcasses. 

§ 4-8 Roosters Prohibited. 

§ 4-9. Kennels. 

 

Article I. In General 

 

Section 4-1.  Adoption of County Code. 

 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions of the Talbot County Code, 

Chapter 15 Animals, as the same from time to time may be amended, are applicable and effective 

within the Town of Easton as though those provisions were set forth at length in this section.   

 

(B) The Talbot County Code, Chapter 15 is hereby amended as follows:  unless the context 

indicates otherwise, the word “County” shall refer to the “Town”.   

 

(C) The County shall administer and enforce its animal control regulations, as adopted and 

amended in this Chapter, within the Town in the same manner as they are administered and 

enforced in the unincorporated areas of the County.   

 

(D) This provision shall not be construed to limit the authority of the Town of Easton to provide 

for additional animal control through the adoption of provisions to this chapter or other 

ordinances.  Except as otherwise stated in this Chapter, any additional animal control provisions 

shall be administered by the Town’s Code Enforcement Department and/or the Easton Police 

Department.   

 

(E) Any inconsistency between the Talbot County Code and an amendment or additional 

provision set forth in this Chapter shall be construed in favor of the amendment or additional 

provision contained in this Chapter or elsewhere in the Town Code.   

 

Section 4-2. Sanitary Conditions for Raising Poultry or Animals. 

 

All persons raising poultry or animals within the Town, whether for commercial purposes or 

otherwise, shall be required to keep the same at all times in a clean and sanitary condition and 

free from obnoxious odors. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-3. Complaint of Unsanitary Conditions. 

 

Page 122 of 207



Any complaint that any poultry, pigeons, rabbits hares and/or guinea pigs raised in said Town are 

creating a condition which is unsanitary or obnoxious to surrounding property owners shall be 

made to the Town’s Code Enforcement Department. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-4. Poultry Running At Large Prohibited. 

 

It shall be unlawful for poultry to be turned loose or to be allowed to run at large within the Town 

limits. (Ordinance 9 effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-5. Keeping Swine Prohibited. 

 

The breeding, feeding, pasturing and/or penning of hogs or pigs, and the maintenance of 

piggeries, pig pens or pig runs within the limits of the Town is hereby prohibited. (Ordinance 9 

effective 1/1/1941) 

 

Section 4-6. Animals Running At Large or Unattended. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit an animal to be turned loose or to be allowed to run 

at large within the Town limits. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 4-7. Animal Carcasses. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dead horse, cow, sheep or other animal carcass, to 

permit the same to lie within the Town limits longer than a reasonable time for removing or 

burying the same. (Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967) 

 

Section 4-8.  Prohibition on Roosters 

 

The raising and/or keeping of roosters is prohibited in the Town of Easton.  For the purposes of 

this section, a rooster is a male chicken at least 6 months old with full plumage capable of 

crowing. 

 

Section 4-9. Kennels. 

 

It shall be unlawful to maintain any kennel, commercial or otherwise, within the corporate limits 

of the Town that becomes a nuisance. If upon an investigation by the Town or County Animal 

Control Officer, a kennel is found to be a nuisance, it shall be the owner's duty to close the 

kennel and remove the dogs from the corporate limits of the Town within 24 hours. Upon failure 

of the owner to comply, the Animal Control Officer shall have the dogs impounded; however, 

nothing in this section is intended to interfere with the proper operations of animal hospitals. 

 

(Ordinance 72 effective 9/7/1975, historical reference 53) 
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CHAPTER 5 – BICYCLES, ROLLER SKATES, SKATEBOARDS, AND 

SCOOTERS  
 

§ 5-1. Manner of Riding Generally. 

§ 5-2. Riding on Sidewalks Prohibited with Exception. 

§ 5-3. Operating of Skateboards, Scooters, and Skates. 

§5-4. Enforcement. 

 

Section 5-1. Manner or Riding Generally. 

Persons riding bicycles or motor scooters in the Town of Easton shall comply with the Maryland 

Rules of the Road for bicycles and play vehicles set forth in Title 21 of the Transportation Article 

of the Maryland Annotated Code or corresponding future provision thereof, except with the 

respect to riding on sidewalks which is set forth in Section 5-2 and 5-3 below. 

 

(Ordinance 519 aka E-34, effective 5/7/1967, Ordinance 802, Effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-2. Riding on Sidewalks Prohibited with Exception. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle upon any of the sidewalks within the limits 

of the Town, unless the person is 13 years old or under. No person shall operate a bicycle in a 

reckless or negligent manner on any public sidewalk or trail. No person shall ride a bicycle on a 

public sidewalk or trail without exercising due care for the safety of other persons using the 

sidewalk or trail. No person shall fail to exercise full control over the bicycle. While on a public 

sidewalk or trail, a person operating a bicycle must yield the right of way to any pedestrian and, 

when feasible, audibly alert the pedestrian that they are passing. 

 

(Ordinance 10 effective 1/1/1941, Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-3. Operating of Skateboards, Scooters, and Skates. 

No person shall roller skate or ride a skateboard or scooter in a reckless or negligent manner on 

any public sidewalk or trail. No person shall ride a skateboard, scooter, or roller skate on a public 

sidewalk or trail without exercising due care for the safety of other persons using the sidewalk. 

No person shall fail to exercise control while operating roller skates, a skateboard, or scooter on 

public sidewalk or trail. 

 

(Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 

 

Section 5-4. Enforcement. 

The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the police department. Any violation of any 

provision of this Chapter shall be a municipal infraction punishable as set forth in Section 1-8 of 

the Town Code. In addition, the bicycle, skateboard, scooter, or roller skates may be impounded 

by the police officer. Upon payment of the fine, the impounded item may be reclaimed by the 

offender or, where the offender is a minor, his parent or guardian. If an impounded skateboard or 

roller skates have not been reclaimed from impoundment within thirty (30) days from the date of 

offense, then the impounded item shall be deemed abandoned and shall be disposed of in the 

same manner as abandoned bicycles. 
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In the event that any law enforcement officer of the Town of Easton observes any minor child 

operating a bicycle, skateboard, or scooter in a manner that is unsafe and/or dangerous in 

violation of the provision of this Chapter, the law enforcement officer shall be authorized to 

impound a bicycle, skateboard, or scooter under the provisions of this section whether or not he 

or she issues a citation for a violation of this section. 

 

(Ordinance 152 effective 7-31-88, historical reference 146, Ordinance 802, effective 1/22/2024) 
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CHAPTER 6 – BUILDING CODES 
Updated recently so not updating again with the exception of correcting one reference in Section 

6-2.   

 

§6-2. General References.  That this chapter shall reference General Provisions – Chapter 1, 

Licenses – Chapter 14, Zoning – Chapter 28 of the Code of the Town of Easton. (Ordinance 547 

effective July 1st 2009) 

 

CHAPTER 6A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 

Waiting for State guidance – will update later separately 

 

CHAPTER 6B SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL 
 

Not proposing to update at this time 
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CHAPTER 7 ELECTIONS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
 

Article I. Elections. 

§ 7-1. Voting Places. 

§ 7-2. Notice of Elections. 

§ 7-3. Ballots – Requirements Generally. 

§ 7-4. Posting of Sample Ballot. 

§ 7-5. Posting of Sample Ballots – Mistakes and Changes. 

§ 7-6. Opening and Closing Hours of Polls. 

§ 7-7. Voting Procedure.  

§ 7-8. Electioneering and Loitering near Polls Prohibited. 

§ 7-9. Bribery of Voters Prohibited. 

§ 7-10. Poll Watchers – Selection. 

§ 7-11. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

§ 7-12. Absentee Ballot Provisions. 

§ 7-13. Election Results – Continuing of Votes and Certification. 

§ 7-14. Election Results – Issuance of Election Certificates. 

§ 7-15. Preservation of Ballots after Election. 

§ 7-16. Violations. 

§ 7-17. Interpretation – Further Authority of Town Council.   

 

Article II. Campaign Finance. 

§ 7-18. Definitions.  

§ 7-19. Appointment of Treasurer. 

§ 7-20. Authority Lines. 

§ 7-21. Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer. 

§ 7-22. Restrictions on Campaign Contributions. 

§ 7-23. Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

§ 7-24. Campaign Finance Reports. 

§ 7-25. Independent Expenditures. 

§ 7-26. Violations and Penalties.   

 

Article I. Elections 

 

Section 7-1. Voting Places. 

 

It shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to provide for each Town election a suitable 

place or places for voting. The Supervisor of Elections shall supply suitable voting machines and 

all necessary equipment for use in the regular or special Town elections, and the expenses thereof 

shall be paid for by the Town. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-2. Notice of Elections. 

 

The Supervisor of Elections and/or his or her designee, shall, at least 25 days before any regular 

or special election, unless otherwise provided, give notice to the voters of the Town, in one or 

more newspapers published in the Town of Easton, of the day and hours and the place or places 
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of holding such election, and such other information as may be necessary or advisable to enable 

the voters to intelligently cast their ballots. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-3. Ballots - Requirements Generally. 

 

After the time has expired for presenting nomination petitions, the Supervisor of Elections, 

and/or his or her designee shall prepare the official ballots and shall cause to be printed thereon 

the names in alphabetical order of the nominees for the respective offices to be filled, and he or 

she shall cause the names of the candidates for the same office to be grouped together. No party 

or designation of any candidate shall be printed or otherwise indicated upon the ballot. Whenever 

there is any question submitted to the voters for their decision, the question shall be placed upon 

the ballot in full, and immediately below the question there shall appear, in the following order, 

the words "yes" and "no" and to the left of each a square in which the voter may cast his or her 

vote. Ballots other than those created by and printed at the direction of the Supervisor of 

Elections shall not be cast or counted in any election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-4. Posting of Sample Ballot. 

 

At least four (4) calendar days before any election, the Supervisor of Elections shall 

conspicuously and securely post accurate sample copies of the ballots to be used in the 

approaching election in one or more public places. One sample ballot shall be placed upon the 

exterior of the building or buildings in which polls will be held, so that the same can be readily 

seen and examined by pedestrians passing on the street on which the polling place is located. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-5. Posting of Sample Ballots - Mistakes and Challenges. 

 

A correct list of the names of the candidates as they are to appear on the ballot shall be furnished 

on demand by the Supervisor of Elections to the candidates or their authorized agents. If any 

mistakes are discovered, it shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Elections to correct the same 

without delay, and if the Supervisor of Elections shall decline or refuse to make the correction, 

then upon the sworn petition of any qualified voter who would have the right to vote for such 

candidate at the approaching election, the Circuit Court for Talbot County may, by order, require 

said Supervisor of Elections to correct such error or to show cause why such error should not be 

corrected. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-6. Opening and Closing Hours of Polls. 

 

For all Town elections, the polls shall remain open from 7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. on the same day. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-7. Voting Procedure. 

 

All voting in the Town of Easton, other than by absentee ballot, shall be performed on paper 

ballots. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 
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Section 7-8. Electioneering and Loitering near Polls Prohibited. 

 

There shall be no canvassing or electioneering in said polling place or places or within one 

hundred feet of the same, nor shall anyone linger, be, or remain within said distance of one 

hundred feet of the polls except election officials and peace officers, unless it be in approaching 

the polls to vote, or in passing along the streets in the usual and orderly manner of travel. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-9. Bribery of Voters Prohibited. 

 

Any person who shall bribe or attempt to bribe, coerce, or intimidate any voter to vote or not to 

vote for or against any person or proposition, or to vote or not to vote at any election, shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-10. Poll Watchers - Selection. 

 

Each candidate for elective office may select two (2) persons, both of whom shall be qualified 

voters of the Town, to serve as Poll Watchers, and each candidate shall submit to the Supervisor 

of Elections a list of Poll Watchers at least three (3) days prior to the election. The Poll Watchers 

shall not be employees of the Town of Easton, and shall serve without compensation. (Ordinance 

615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-11. Duties of Poll Watchers. 

 

Each Poll Watcher shall have the right to observe every aspect of the conduct of an election. 

Each Poll Watcher shall be assigned a position at the polling place near the Supervisor of 

Elections or any assistants to the Supervisor of Elections, inside the registration or polling area 

so as to enable him or her to see each person as he or she offers to register or vote. The Poll 

Watchers shall witness the canvass, including absentee ballots, or the ascertainment and 

transcription of voters recorded on paper ballots. Poll Watchers shall have the right to enter the 

polling place one-half hour before the opening of the polls. It shall be unlawful for any Poll 

Watcher to inquire or attempt to ascertain for which candidate any voter intends to vote, or has 

voted, or to converse in the polling place with any voter or to assist any voter in the preparation 

of a ballot. Any Poll Watcher who violates the restrictions set forth herein may be lawfully 

ejected by the Supervisor of Elections, and is subject to penalties provided for in this article. 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-12. Absentee Ballot Provisions. 

 

Any qualified voter of the Town of Easton may vote by absentee ballot rather than in person.  

The procedure for absentee balloting in the Town of Easton shall be that procedure described for 

absentee voting in the state election code, except as follows:     

 

(A). The instructions for the casting of absentee ballots shall be prescribed by the Supervisor 

of Elections.   
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(B). The Supervisor of Elections shall prescribe the size, form, and content of the absentee 

ballot, material envelopes, providing for a covering envelope, a ballot envelope, and a return 

envelope.    

 

(C). Absentee ballots shall be counted, certified, and canvassed in accordance with the 

provisions of this article.  

 

(D).     A qualified voter desiring to vote at any election by absentee ballot shall make application in 

writing to the Town of Easton, which application may be picked up at the Town Office or downloaded 

from the Town of Easton’s website.  The completed application must be received not later than the 

deadline set by current Maryland State law and regulation for absentee ballots to be received by mail, fax, 

or Internet. e.  Completed absentee ballots must be received by the Town by mail or in person by  

 8:00 p.m. on election day in order to be counted.   

 

(Ordinance 758 effective 4/4/21) 

 

(Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-13. Election Results - Counting of Votes and Certification. 

 

As soon as the polls have closed following any Town election, the Supervisor of Elections, in the 

presence of poll watchers, if any, and of the Board of Canvassers, shall proceed to ascertain and 

transcribe the votes recorded in each District voting box.,. Not earlier than 4:00 P.M. on the 

Wednesday next following the election, the Board of Canvassers, in the presence of poll 

watchers, if any, shall proceed to count, certify, and canvass the absentee ballots cast in the 

election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-14. Election Results - Issuance of Election Certificates. 

 

The Board of Canvassers shall issue a certificate of election to each official elected, and issue 

two certificates, one to the Mayor and one to the Council, whenever any proposition is submitted 

to the vote of the people, showing the vote for and against, which certificate shall be on blanks 

prepared by the Town Clerk, and shall contain a plain statement of the facts and be signed by a 

majority of said Board of Canvassers. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-15. Preservation of Ballots after Election. 

 

All ballots used in any Town election shall be preserved by the Town Manager or Town Clerk for 

at least six months after the election. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-16. Violations. 

 

Any person who is convicted of violating a provision of this Article shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and subject to a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment for 

six (6) months. (Ordinance 615 effective 11/20/2012) 

 

Section 7-17. Interpretation - Further Authority of Town Council. 
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The provisions of this article shall be interpreted to encourage the registration of voters in the 

Town, and the participation by the citizens of the Town in the electoral processes of the Town. 

The Town Council is hereby authorized to enact such ordinances to provide for additional public 

notice regarding the times, places, and dates of election or to make such further provisions as the 

Town Council deems appropriate in order to fulfill the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 615 

effective 11/20/2012) 

Article II.  Campaign Finance 

Section 7-18. Definitions. 

(A).  Authority Line:  A statement that identifies the person or organization responsible for the 

production, publication, or distribution of campaign materials. 

 

(B). Campaign Contribution:  Contributions made by individuals in support of and to be used 

by a candidate in furtherance of their campaign. 

 

(C). Campaign Loan:  Contributions made by a financial institution or other entity in the 

business of making loans or contributions made by an individual, business, organization, political 

committee, or other registered political organization for which repayment is personally guaranteed 

by the candidate and is due within one year of the date of the loan.  

 

(D). Candidate:  A candidate is a resident of the Town of Easton who has completed all 

necessary requirements to run to serve on the Easton Town Council or as the Mayor.  Candidate 

includes an individual, prior to that individual filing a nominating petition, if the individual has 

accepted campaign contributions, announced an intention to run for office, or has begun to expend 

funds in anticipation of running for election. 

 

(E). Charitable Organization:  An entity that seeks to advance public benefit through charitable 

activities.    

 

(F). Independent Expenditure:  Contributions made by any individual, business, organization, 

political committee, or other registered political organization to support or oppose a candidate but 

are not provided directly to a candidate nor made in coordination, cooperation, consultation, 

agreement, or at the request or suggestion of a candidate.   

 

(G). Political Committee:  A group of people that accepts contributions and/or makes 

expenditures to influence a political election. 

 

(H). Registered Political Organization:  An entity that is involved in influencing elections, 

policies, or appointments and is legally required to register with a governing body, such as a federal 

or state election commission. 

 

(I). Treasurer:  A person other than the candidate who is responsible for tracking all campaign 

donations & expenditures and filing all required reports pursuant to this Article. 
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Section 7-19. Appointment of Treasurer. 

(A). Each candidate shall appoint one treasurer and shall file the name, address and telephone 

number of the treasurer together with the treasurer’s acceptance of the appointment, on a form 

provided by and returned to the Town Clerk upon or before and as a condition precedent to 

qualifying as a candidate.   

(B). A candidate may not serve as his or her own campaign treasurer.  A treasurer may be a 

spouse, domestic partner, or relative of the candidate.    

(C). A treasurer who resigns shall do so on a form provided by and returned to the Town 

Clerk. The candidate shall appoint a new treasurer in accordance with Subsection A of this 

Section within 72 hours of the resignation of the previous treasurer.     

Section 7-20. Authority Lines. 

(A).  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, each item of campaign material shall contain, 

set apart from any other message, the treasurer’s name and/or authority line.  For each electronic 

campaign material, including web pages, social media and robotic telephone calls, a message 

acknowledging that the treasurer and candidate approve of the electronic campaign material shall 

be provided in the electronic campaign material. 

   

(B). A candidate may request an exemption from this requirement from the Supervisor of 

Elections if a particular campaign item is too small to include all the information required by this 

Section.  

 

Section 7-21.  Contributions and Expenditures to Pass Through Treasurer.   

(A). All contributions received or disbursed by a candidate for any purpose shall be paid over 

to and made to pass through the hands of the treasurer and shall be disbursed by such person.  It 

shall be a violation of this Article for any candidate to make any expenditure or to disburse or 

spend any money or any other valuable thing(s) for any purpose until the money or other valuable 

thing(s) so disbursed or expended shall have passed through the hands of the treasurer.   

 

(B). Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, it is not a violation of this 

provision for a candidate to expend such candidate’s personal funds in furtherance of his or her 

own election, provided that such expenditure is reported to the treasurer, and the treasurer’s report 

indicates whether those funds were reimbursed.   

 

(C). Any campaign contributions received by a candidate must be deposited into a separate 

account with a financial institution.  Campaign contributions shall not be commingled with any 

other funds.   

 

Section 7-22.  Restrictions on Campaign Contributions.   

(A).  Except as provided in Subsection B of this Section, no candidate or treasurer may accept 

from a single person, business or organization, and no person, business, or organization may give 

or promise to any single candidate, contributions of money or in-kind things of value that total 
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over One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) per election.   

 

(B). Contributions by a candidate or a candidate’s spouse or domestic partner to the candidate’s 

own campaign shall not be subject to, or included in, the dollar limitations set forth in this Section.   

 

(C). A candidate or treasurer who receives a contribution exceeding the limit specified in 

Subsection A of this Section shall not use the contribution for any purpose whatsoever, but shall 

return it immediately to the donor.   

 

(D). For the purpose of this Section, the value of a contribution in kind shall be considered to 

be a reasonable estimate of its fair market value.   

 

(E). Contributions from political committees or any other registered political organizations are 

prohibited. 

 

(F). No candidate or treasurer may accept any anonymous contributions. 

 

(G). No candidate or treasurer may accept any contributions in the name of someone other than 

the contributor.   

 

(H). Food and beverages provided as part of a meet and greet event and donated by the host 

shall not be considered a campaign contribution provided they are less than One Hundred Dollars 

($100.00).   

 

(I). If any candidate or treasurer receives a contribution prohibited by this Section, the 

candidate or treasurer shall either return the contribution to the contributor promptly or shall forfeit 

the contribution to the Town promptly, which forfeiture may be used by the Town for any public 

purpose.  

 

(J). Campaign loans. 

 

(i) Except as set forth in Subsection B of this Section, the total amount of all loans to 

a candidate for any election shall not exceed Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500), 

and no one person or entity may loan a candidate more than One Thousand Dollars 

($1,000). 

 

(ii) A loan to a candidate shall be considered a contribution unless: 

 

(a) The loan is from a financial institution or other entity in the business of 

making loans; or  

 

(b) The loan is to the candidate and repayment is personally guaranteed by the 

candidate and is due within one year of the date of the loan.  

 

(iii) All campaign loans shall be documented on campaign finance reports in a format 
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provided by the Town Clerk.   

 

Section 7-23.  Restrictions on the Use of Campaign Funds. 

(A). Campaign contributions may be used only for the following purposes: 

 

(i) Print, radio, electronic material production, distribution, and advertisements 

 

(ii) Website/social media creation and maintenance 

 

(iii) Meals and clothing for campaign workers 

 

(iv) Tents and supplies for rallies and poll watching 

 

(v) Cost to attend events where exposure will aid in candidate’s election process 

 

(vi) Signs 

 

(B). No candidate may use campaign funds for any personal use, which is an obligation or 

expense of any person that would exist irrespective of the campaign of a candidate.   

 

(C). Notwithstanding Subsection B of this Section, a candidate may disburse surplus campaign 

funds by returning them to contributors on a pro rata basis, paying them to the Town to be used for 

any public purpose, or donating them to a charitable organization.  A report of such disbursement 

shall be filed in accordance with this Article. 

 

Section 7-24.  Campaign Finance Reports. 

(A). The treasurer for each candidate shall file reports with the Town Clerk containing all 

contributions received and expenditures made in accordance with this Article on a form provided 

by the Town Clerk. 

 

(B). The Town Clerk shall make all reports and/or affidavits filed pursuant to this Article 

available for examination by any member of the public. 

 

(C). Any report filed with the Town shall also be filed by the candidate with the State Board 

of Elections as required by state law, including pursuant to § 4-108.2 of the Local Government 

Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, which may be amended from time to time.   

 

(D). Reports required by this Article shall be filed pursuant to the following schedule: 

 

(i). Initial report.  An initial report shall be filed no later than two (2) months prior to 
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the date of the election, if applicable. 

 

(ii). Second report.  A second report shall be filed no later than one (1) month prior to 

the date of the election. 

 

(iii). Third report.  A third report shall be filed no later than one (1) week prior to the 

date of the election. 

 

(iv). Final report. A final report shall be filed no later than one (1) week after the date 

of the election. 

 

(v). Surplus Funds Report.  The treasurer shall file a report giving a full account of the 

disposition of any surplus funds within one (1) month after the date of the  election. 

 

(E). Each report filed shall include: 

 

(i) The total and individual amounts of all contributions received by the treasurer; 

 

(ii) The total and individual amounts of all expenditures which the candidate, or 

candidate’s treasurer, or any person acting on their behalf made; 

 

(iii) The total and individual amounts of all loans the candidate or candidate’s treasurer 

received; and 

 

(iv). Any balance from the prior reporting period. 

 

(F). The final report shall include a copy of the bank statements supporting the numbers in the 

report and documentation indicating the nature, terms, and status of each loan. 

 

(G). The Treasurer shall retain copies of all receipts and/or other documentation for all 

contributions and expenditures reported, which shall include dates, amounts, and information to 

identify each contributor and recipient of funds for a period of one year after the election. 

 

(H). Notwithstanding any other provision in this Article, a report need not itemize the campaign 

contributions made by the candidate or the candidate’s spouse or domestic partner but may 

aggregate those contributions under one line or total.   

 

(I). All reports shall be executed under the penalties of perjury by the treasurer.   

 

(J). Even if no contributions or expenditures have been made during the period covered by the 

report, a statement to that effect shall be filed by the treasurer.   
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Section 7-25.  Independent Expenditures. 

(A). Any person, business, organization, or political committee making aggregate independent 

expenditures of One Hundred Dollars ($100) or more in an election cycle for campaign material 

that is a public communication shall file reports disclosing contributions and expenditures with the 

Town Clerk.   

 

(B). Such report shall be filed within one week after making an expenditure of One Hundred 

Dollars ($100) or more for campaign material that is a public communication.   

 

(C). The independent expenditure report shall include the following information: 

 

(i). The identity of the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditures and the person exercising direction or control over the activities 

of the person, business, organization or political committee making the independent 

expenditures; 

 

(ii). The business address of the person making the independent expenditures; 

 

(iii). The amount and date or each independent expenditures during the period covered 

by the report and the identity of the recipient of the expenditure; 

 

(iv). The candidate or ballot issue to which the independent expenditure relates and 

whether the independent expenditure supports or opposes that candidate or ballot issue; 

and  

 

(v). The identity of each person who made cumulative donations of Fifty Dollars ($50) 

or more to the person, business, organization or political committee making the 

independent expenditure during the period covered by the report.   

 

(D). All campaign materials that are public communications shall contain an authority line and 

a disclaimer that they are not made in coordination with the candidate.   

Section 7-26.  Violations and Penalties. 

(A). A candidate shall not be seated and sworn as an elected official and shall not receive a 

salary or other benefits until all reports required by this Article are filed in substantial compliance 

with the requirements of this article and any fines are paid, if applicable, except that any reports 

that are not required to be filed until after the candidate is seated and sworn in shall not prevent 

the seating and swearing in.   

 

(B). Any person, business, organization, or political committee who violates the provisions of 

this Article shall be guilty of a municipal infraction punishable by a fine of Five Hundred Dollars 

($500).  Each violation may be considered a separate offense.   
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(C). In addition to the penalties above, the Town may seek injunctive relief against any violation 

of the provisions of this Article.   

 

(Ordinance 840 effective 10/26/2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 137 of 207



CHAPTER 8 ETHICS 
 

§ 8-1. Applicability. 

§ 8-2. Definitions. 

§ 8-3. Ethics Commission. 

§ 8-4. Conflict of Interest. 

§ 8-5. Financial Disclosure – Local Elected Officials and Candidates to be Local Elected 

Officials. 

§ 8-6. Ethics Disclosure Statement – Employees and Appointed Officials. 

§ 8-7. Lobbying Disclosure.   

§ 8-8. Exemptions and Modifications. 

§ 8-9. Enforcement.  

 

Section 8-1. Applicability. 

 

Other than as provided in Section 8-3, the provisions of this article apply to the following Town 

officials and employees: The Mayor, all members of the Town Council, all Commissioners of the 

Easton Utilities Commission, the President and CEO of the Easton Utilities Commission, the 

head of each department of the Easton Utilities Commission, the members of the Board of 

Appeals, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Historic District Commission, the Town 

Manager, the Building Inspector, the Town Engineer, the Town Clerk, the Supervisor of 

Elections, the Chief of Police, All Department Heads of the Town of Easton, and all officials 

appointed to Town boards and commissions and all employees, who, acting alone or as members 

or employees of a Town entity, have decision making authority or act as principal advisors to a 

person with that authority in making Town policy or exercising quasi-judicial, regulatory, 

licensing, inspecting, or auditing functions. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical 

reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 8-2. Definitions 

 

(A) "Business Entity" or "Entity" shall mean a corporation, partnership, limited liability 

partnership, limited liability company, or sole proprietorship, whether for profit or not for profit, 

as defined or recognized under the Internal Revenue Code of the United States. 

 

(B) "Designated second home" means: 

 

(i) If an individual owns one second home, the individual’s second home; or 

 

(ii) If an individual owns more than one second home, any one second home the 

individual identifies to the Commission as the individual’s second home. 

 

(C) "Home address" means the address of an individual's 

 

(i) Principal home; and 

 

(ii) Designated second home, if any. 
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(D) “Principal home” means the sole residential property that an individual occupies as the 

individual’s primary residence, whether owned or rented by the individual. 

 

(E) “Quasi-governmental entity” means an entity that is created by state statute, that performs a 

public function, and that is supported in whole or in part by the state but is managed privately. 

 

(F) “Second home” means a residential property that: 

 

(i) An individual occupies for some portion of the filing year; and 

 

(ii) is not a rental property or a time share. 

 

Section 8-3. Ethics Commission. 

 

There shall be a Town of Easton Ethics Commission (hereinafter referred to as "Commission"), 

which shall be composed of three members appointed by the Mayor. The Commission shall be 

advised by the Town Attorney and shall have the following responsibilities: 

 

(A) To devise, receive and maintain all forms required by this Article; 

 

(B) To provide published advisory opinions to persons subject to this Article as to the 

applicability of the provisions of this Article to them; 

 

(C) To process and make determinations as to complaints filed by any person alleging violation 

of this Article to them; 

 

(D) To conduct a suitable public information program regarding the purposes and application of 

this Article. 

 

(E) The Commission shall certify to the State Ethics Commission on or before October 1st of 

each year that the Town is in compliance with the requirements of State Government Article, 

Title 15, Subtitle 8, Annotated Code of Maryland for elected local officials. 

 

(F) Commission members shall serve three-year terms staggered so that only one term expires in 

any single calendar year. The Commission shall annually elect a Chairman from its membership, 

and shall adopt rules of procedure not inconsistent with the terms of this Chapter to govern its 

meetings.  

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 8-4. Conflict of Interest. 

 

All Easton elected officials, officials appointed to Town boards and commissions, and all 

employees, whether or not they are otherwise subject to this Article, are subject to this Section. 
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(A) In this section, "qualified relative" means a spouse, parent, child, or sibling. 

 

(B) Participation prohibitions. Except as permitted by Commission regulation or opinion, an 

official or employee may not participate in: 

 

(i) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision of the matter, any matter in which, to the knowledge of the official 

or employee, the official or employee, or a qualified relative of the official or employee 

has an interest. 

 

(ii) Except in the exercise of an administrative or ministerial duty that does not affect the 

disposition or decision with respect to the matter, any matter, in which any of the 

following is a party: 

 

(a) A business entity in which the official or employee has a direct financial 

interest of which the official or employee may reasonably be expected to know; 

 

(b) A business entity for which the official, employee, or a qualified relative of the 

official or employee is an officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee; 

 

(c) A business entity with which the official or employee or, to the knowledge of 

the official or employee, a qualified relative is negotiating employment or has any 

arrangement concerning prospective employment. 

 

(d) If the contract reasonably could be expected to result in a conflict between the 

private interests of the official or employee and the official duties of the official or 

employee, a business entity that is a party to an existing contract with the official 

or employee, or which, to the knowledge of the official or employee, is a party to 

a contract with a qualified relative; 

 

(e) An entity, doing business with the Town of Easton, in which a direct financial 

interest is owned by another entity in which the official or employee has a direct 

financial interest, if the official or employee may be reasonably expected to know 

of both direct financial interests; or 

 

(f) A business entity that the official or employee knows is a creditor or obligee of 

the official or employee or a qualified relative of the official or employee with 

respect to a thing of economic value, and as a creditor or obligee, is in a position 

to directly and substantially affect the interest of the official or employee or a 

qualified relative of the official or employee. 

 

(iii) A person who is disqualified from participating under paragraphs (i) or (ii) of this 

subsection shall disclose the nature and circumstances of the conflict and may participate 

or act if the disqualification leaves a body with less than a quorum capable of acting, the 

disqualified official or employee is required by law to act, or the disqualified official or 

employee is the only person authorized to act. 
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(iv) The prohibitions of paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this subsection do not apply if 

participation is allowed by regulation or opinion of the Commission. 

 

(C) Employment and financial interest restrictions. 

 

(i) Except as permitted by regulation of the Commission when the interest is disclosed or 

when the employment does not create a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict, an 

official or employee may not: 

 

(a) Be employed by or have a financial interest in any entity subject to the authority of 

the official or employee or a Town of Easton agency, board, or commission with which 

the official or employee is affiliated or an entity that is negotiating or has entered a 

contract with the agency, board, or commission with which the official or employee is 

affiliated; or 

 

(b) Hold any other employment relationship that would impair the impartiality or 

independence of judgment of the official or employee. 

 

(ii) This prohibition does not apply to: 

 

(a) An official or employee who is appointed to a regulatory or licensing authority 

pursuant to a statutory requirement that persons subject to the jurisdiction of the authority 

be represented in appointments to the authority; 

 

(b) Subject to other provisions of law, a member of a board or commission in regard to a 

financial interest or employment held at the time of appointment, provided the financial 

interest or employment is publicly disclosed to the appointing authority and the 

Commission; 

 

(c) An official or employee whose duties are ministerial, if the private employment or 

financial interest does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of 

interest, as permitted and in accordance with regulations adopted by the Commission; or 

 

(d) Employment or financial interests allowed by regulation of the Commission if the 

employment does not create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of 

interest or the financial interest is disclosed. 

 

(D) Post-employment limitations and restrictions. 

 

(i) A former official or employee may not assist or represent any party other than the Town of 

Easton for compensation in a case, contract, or other specific matter involving the Town of 

Easton if that matter is one in which the former official or employee significantly participated 

as an official or employee. 
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(ii) For a period of one year that begins after the elected official leaves office, a former 

member of the Town Council may not assist or represent another party for compensation 

in a matter that is the subject of legislative action. 

 

(iii) A former local lobbyist who becomes a town official or employee may not participate 

in a case, contract, or other specific matter for one (1) calendar year after terminating 

their local lobbying registration if they previously assisted or represented another party in 

the matter. 

 

(E) Contingent compensation. Except in a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding, an official or 

employee may not assist or represent a party for contingent compensation in any matter before or 

involving the Town of Easton. 

 

(F) Use of prestige of office. An official or employee may not intentionally use the prestige of 

office or public position for the private gain of that official or employee or the private gain of 

another. This subsection does not prohibit the performance of usual and customary constituent 

services by an elected local official without additional compensation. 

 

(G) Solicitation and acceptance of gifts. 

 

(i) An official or employee may not solicit any gift from any business entity or person other 

than a qualifying relative. 

 

(ii) An official or employee may not directly solicit or facilitate the solicitation of a gift, on 

behalf of another person, from an individual regulated lobbyist. 

 

(iii) An official or employee may not knowingly accept a gift, directly or indirectly, from a 

person that the official or employee knows or has the reason to know: 

 

(a) Is doing business with or seeking to do business with the Town of Easton office, 

agency, board or commission with which the official or employee is affiliated; 

 

(b) Has financial interests that may be substantially and materially affected, in a manner 

distinguishable from the public generally, by the performance or nonperformance of the 

official duties of the official or employee; 

 

(c) Is engaged in an activity regulated or controlled by the official's or employee's 

governmental unit; 

 

(d) Is a lobbyist with respect to matters within the jurisdiction of the official or employee; 

or 

 

(e) Is an association, or any entity acting on behalf of an association that is engaged only 

in representing counties or municipal corporations. 
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(iv) Notwithstanding paragraph (iii) of this subsection, an official or employee may accept the 

following: 

 

(a) Meals and beverages consumed in the presence of the donor or sponsoring entity; 

 

(b) Ceremonial gifts or awards that have insignificant monetary value; 

 

(c) Unsolicited gifts of nominal value that do not exceed $20 in cost or trivial items of 

informational value; 

 

(d) Reasonable expenses for food, travel, lodging, and scheduled entertainment of the 

official or the employee at a meeting which is given in return for the participation of the 

official or employee in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting; 

 

(e) Gifts of tickets or free admission extended to an elected local official to attend a 

charitable, cultural, or political events, if the purpose of this gift or admission is a 

courtesy or ceremony extended to the elected official's office; 

 

(f) A specific gift or class of gifts that the Commission exempts from the operation of this 

subsection upon a finding, in writing, that acceptance of the gift or class of gifts would 

not be detrimental to the impartial conduct of the business of the *County, City, or Town* 

and that the gift is purely personal and private in nature; 

 

(g) Gifts from a person related to the official or employee by blood or marriage, or any 

other individual who is a member of the household of the official or employee; or 

 

(h) Honoraria for speaking to or participating in a meeting, provided that the offering of 

the honorarium is in not related in any way to the official's or employee's official 

position. 

 

(v) Paragraph (iv) does not apply to a gift: 

 

(a) That would tend to impair the impartiality and the independence of judgment of the 

official or employee receiving the gift; 

 

(b) Of significant value that would give the appearance of impairing the impartiality and 

independence of judgment of the official or employee; or 

 

(c) Of significant value that the recipient official or employee believes or has reason to 

believe is designed to impair the impartiality and independence of judgment of the 

official or employee. 

 

(H) Disclosure of confidential information: Other than in the discharge of official duties, an 

official or employee or former official or employee may not disclose or use confidential 

information, that the official or employee acquired by reason of the official's or employee's 
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public position or former public position and that is not available to the public, for the economic 

benefit of the official or employee or that of another person. 

 

(I) Participation in procurement. 

 

(i) An individual or a person that employs an individual who assists a Town of Easton agency 

in the drafting of specifications, an invitation for bids, or a request for proposals for a 

procurement, may not submit a bid or proposal for that procurement, or assist or represent 

another person, directly or indirectly, who is submitting a bid or proposal for the procurement. 

 

(ii) The Commission may establish exemptions from the requirements of this section for 

providing descriptive literature, sole source procurements, and written comments solicited by 

the procuring agency. 

 

(J) An official or employee may not retaliate against any individual for reporting or participating 

in an investigation of a potential violation of these ethics provisions. 

 

(Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 8-5. Financial disclosure – Local Elected Officials and Candidates to be Local 

Elected Officials. 

 

(A) This Section shall apply to all local elected officials and candidates to be local elected 

officials. 

 

(B) Except as provided in subsection (D) of this section, a local elected official or a candidate to 

be a local elected official shall file the financial disclosure statement required under this section 

on a form provided by the Commission, under oath or affirmation, and with the Commission. 

 

(C) Deadlines for filing statements. 

 

(i) An incumbent local elected official shall file a financial disclosure statement annually no 

later than April 30th of each year for the preceding calendar year. 

 

(ii) An individual who is appointed to fill a vacancy in an office for which a financial 

disclosure statement is required and who has not already filed a financial disclosure statement, 

shall file a statement for the preceding calendar year within 30 days after appointment. 

 

(iii) An individual who, other than by reasons of death, leaves an office for which a statement 

is required shall file a statement within 60 days after leaving the office. The statement shall 

cover the calendar year immediately preceding the year in which the individual left office, 

unless a statement covering that year has already been filed by the individual, and the portion 

of the current calendar year during which the individual held the office. 

 

(D) Candidates to be local elected officials. 
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(i) Except an official who has filed a financial disclosure statement under another provision of 

this section for the reporting period, a candidate to be an elected local official shall file a 

financial disclosure statement each year beginning with the year in which the certificate of 

candidacy is filed through the year of the election. 

 

(ii) A candidate to be an elected local official shall file a statement required under this section 

 

(a) In the year the certificate of candidacy is filed, no later than the filing of the certificate 

of candidacy; 

 

(b) In the year of the election, on or before the earlier of April 30 or the last day for the 

withdrawal of candidacy; and 

 

(c) In all other years for which a statement is required, on or before April 30. 

 

(iii) If a candidate fails to file a statement required by this section after written notice is 

provided by the Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors at least eight (8) days 

before the last day for the withdrawal of candidacy, the candidate is deemed to have 

withdrawn the candidacy. 

 

(iv) The Town of Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors may not accept any 

certificate of candidacy unless a statement has been filed in proper form. 

 

(v) Within 30 days of the receipt of a statement required under this section, the Town of 

Easton Clerk or Board of Election Supervisors shall forward the statement to the Commission 

or the office designated by the Commission. 

 

(E) Public record. 

 

(i) The Commission or office designated by the Commission shall maintain all financial 

disclosure statements filed under this section. 

 

(ii) Financial disclosure statements shall be made available during normal office hours for 

examination and copying by the public subject to reasonable fees and administrative 

procedures established by the Commission. 

 

(iii) If an individual examines or copies a financial disclosure statement, the Commission or 

the office designated by the Commission shall record the name and home address of the 

individual reviewing or copying the statement, and the name of the person whose financial 

disclosure statement was examined or copied. 

 

(iv) Upon request by the official or employee whose financial disclosure statement was 

examined or copied, the Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall 

provide the official with a copy of the name and home address of the person who reviewed the 

official's financial disclosure statement. 
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(v) For statements filed after January 1, 2019, the Commission or the office designated by the 

Commission may not provide access to an individual's home address that the individual has 

designated as the individual's home address. 

 

(vi) The Commission of the office designated by the Commission shall not provide public 

access to information related to consideration received from: 

 

(a) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(b) A governmental entity of the State of a local government in the State; or 

 

(c) A quasi-governmental entity of the State of local government in the State. 

 

(F) Retention requirements. The Commission or the office designated by the Commission shall 

retain financial disclosure statements for four years from the date of receipt. 

 

(G) An individual who is required to disclose the name of a business under this section shall 

disclose any other names that the business is trading as or doing business as. 

 

(H) Contents of statement. 

 

(i) Interests in real property. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of all 

interests in real property wherever located, and for each interest in real property, the schedule 

shall include: 

 

(a) The nature of the property and the location by street address, mailing address, or legal 

description of the property; 

 

(b) The nature and extent of the interest held, including any conditions and encumbrances 

on the interest; 

 

(c) The date when, the manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the 

interest was acquired; 

 

(d) The nature and amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if 

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired; 

 

(e) If any interest was transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the reporting 

period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received for the interest, and the identity of the person to whom the interest 

was transferred; and 

 

(f) The identity of any other person with an interest in the property. 

 

(ii) Interests in corporations and partnerships. A statement filed under this section shall 

include a schedule of all interests in any corporation, partnership, limited liability partnership, 
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or limited liability company, regardless of whether the corporation or partnership does 

business with the Town of Easton, and for each interest reported under this paragraph, the 

schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the corporation, partnership, limited 

liability partnership, or limited liability company; 

 

(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions and 

encumbrances on the interest. An individual may satisfy the requirement to report the 

amount of the interest held by reporting, instead of a dollar amount: for an equity interest 

in a corporation, the number of shares held and, unless the corporation's stock is publicly 

traded, the percentage of equity interest held; or for an equity interest in a partnership, the 

percentage of equity interest held. 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the 

reporting period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received for the interest and, if known, the identity of the person to whom 

the interest was transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the 

manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and 

the nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if 

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 

 

(iii) Interests in business entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed 

under this section shall include a schedule of all interests in any business entity that does 

business with the Town of Easton, other than interests reported under paragraph (ii) of this 

subsection, and for each interest reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 

 

(b) The nature and amount of the interest held, including any conditions to and  

encumbrances in the interest; 

 

(c) With respect to any interest transferred, in whole or in part, at any time during the 

reporting period, a description of the interest transferred, the nature and amount of the 

consideration received in exchange for the interest and, if known, the identity of the 

person to whom the interest was transferred; and 

 

(d) With respect to any interest acquired during the reporting period, the date when, the  

manner in which, and the identity of the person from whom the interest was acquired, and  

the nature and the amount of the consideration given in exchange for the interest or, if  

acquired other than by purchase, the fair market value of the interest at the time acquired. 

 

(iv) Gifts.  

 

Page 147 of 207



(a) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of each gift in excess of 

$20 in value or a series of gifts totaling $100 or more received during the reporting period 

from or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any one person who does business with or is 

regulated by the Town of Easton, or from an association, or any entity on behalf of an 

association that is engaged only in representing counties or municipal corporations, and  

 

(b) For each gift reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the nature and value of the gift; and  

 

(2) The identity of the person from whom, or on behalf of whom, directly or indirectly, the gift 

was received. 

 

(v) Employment with or interests in entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A 

statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of all offices, directorships, and 

salaried employment by the individual or member of the immediate family of the individual 

held at any time during the reporting period with entities doing business with the Town of 

Easton, and for each position reported under this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The name and address of the principal office of the business entity; 

 

(b) The title and nature of the office, directorship, or salaried employment held and the 

date it commenced; and 

 

(c) The name of each Town of Easton agency with which the entity is involved. 

 

(vi) Indebtedness to entities doing business with the Town of Easton. A statement filed under 

this section shall include a schedule of all liabilities, excluding retail credit accounts, to 

persons doing business with the Town of Easton owed at any time during the reporting period 

by the individual or by a member of the immediate family of the individual if the individual 

was involved in the transaction giving rise to the liability, and for each liability reported under 

this paragraph, the schedule shall include: 

 

(a) The identity of the person to whom the liability was owed and the date the liability 

was incurred; 

 

(b) The amount of the liability owed as of the end of the reporting period; 

 

(c) The terms of payment of the liability and the extent to which the principal amount of 

the liability was increased or reduced during the year; and (d) The security given, if any, 

for the liability. 

 

(vii) A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule of the immediate family 

members of the individual employed by the Town of Easton in any capacity at any time 

during the reporting period. 

 

Page 148 of 207



(viii) Sources of earned income. A statement filed under this section shall include a schedule 

of the name and address of each place of employment and of each business entity of which the 

individual or a member of the individual's immediate family was a sole or partial owner and 

from which the individual or member of the individual's immediate family received earned 

income, at any time during the reporting period.  If the individual's spouse is a lobbyist 

regulated by the Town, the individual shall disclose the entity that has engaged the spouse for 

the lobbying purposes.  A minor child's employment or business ownership need not be 

disclosed if the agency that employs the individual does not regulate, exercise authority over, 

or contract with the place of employment or business entity of the minor child. 

 

(ix) Relationship with University of Maryland Medical System, State or Local Government, 

or Quasi-Government Entity. 

 

(a) An individual shall disclose the information specified in General Provisions Article 

§5-607(j)(1), Annotated Code of Maryland, for any financial or contractual relationship 

with:  

 

(1) The University of Maryland Medical System; 

 

(2) A governmental entity of the State or a local government in the State; or 

 

(3) A quasi-governmental entity of the State or local government in the State.   

 

(b) For each financial or contractual relationship reported, the schedule shall include: 

 

(1) A description of the relationship; 

 

(2) The subject matter of the relationship; and 

 

(3) The consideration. 

 

(x) A statement filed under this section may also include a schedule of additional interests or 

information that the individual making the statement wishes to disclose. 

 

(xi) For the purposes of Paragraphs (i), (ii) and (iii) of this subsection, the following interests 

are considered to be the interests of the individual making the statement: 

 

(a) An interest held by a member of the individual's immediate family, if the interest was, 

at any time during the reporting period, directly or indirectly controlled by the individual. 

 

(b) An interest held, at any time during the applicable period by: 

 

(1) A business entity in which the individual held a 10% or greater interest. 

 

 (2) A business entity described in section (i) of this subsection in which the business 

entity held a 25% or greater interest; 
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 (3) A business entity described in section (ii) of this subsection in which the business 

entity held a 50% or greater interest; and 

 

 (4) A business entity in which the individual directly or indirectly, through an interest 

in one or a combination of other business entities, holds a 10% or greater interest 

 

(c) An interest held by a trust or an estate in which, at any time during the reporting 

period the individual held a reversionary interest or was a beneficiary, or if a revocable 

trust, the individual was a settlor. 

 

(I) The Commission shall review the financial disclosure statements submitted under this section 

for compliance with the provisions of this section and shall notify an individual submitting the 

statement of any omissions or deficiencies. In addition, the Commission may take appropriate 

enforcement action to ensure compliance with this section. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103, 107 and 453) 

 

Section 8-6. Ethics disclosure statement – Employees and Appointed Officials. 

 

(A) All officials appointed to Town boards and commissions and all employees are subject to this 

Section. 

 

(B) A statement filed under this section shall be filed with the Commission under oath or 

affirmation. 

 

(C) On or before April 30 of each year during which an official or employee holds office, an 

official or employee shall file a statement disclosing gifts received during the preceding calendar 

year from any person that contracts with or is regulated by the Town of Easton including the 

name of the donor of the gift and the approximate retail value at the time or receipt. 

 

(D) The ethics disclosure statement required by (C) above shall also include a section for an 

official or employee to disclose employment and interests that raise conflicts of interest or 

potential conflicts of interest in connection with a specific proposed action by the employee or 

official. Inclusion of conflicts of interest on the annual ethics disclosure shall not replace an 

employee's or appointed official's obligation to disclose conflicts of interest or potential conflicts 

of interest at other times sufficiently in advance of the action to provide adequate disclosure to 

the public. 

 

(E) The Commission shall maintain all disclosure statements filed under this section as public 

records available for public inspection and copying as provided in Sec. 2-20 of this chapter. 

(Ordinance 590 and 662 effective 10/7/2013 and 8/10/2015) 

 

Section 8-7. Lobbying Disclosure. 

 

(A) Any person who personally appears before any Town official, Board or employee, with the 

intent to influence that person in performance with his or her official duties, and in connection 
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with such intent, expends or reasonably expects to expend in a given calendar year, in excess of 

$250 on food, entertainment or other gifts for such officials, shall file a registration statement 

with the Commission not later than January 15 of the calendar year or within five days after 

making these appearances. 

 

(B) The registration statement shall include complete identification of the registrant and of any 

other person on whose behalf the registrant acts, and the subject matter on which the registrant 

proposes to make these appearances. 

 

(C) Registrants under this Section shall file a report within 30 days after the end of any calendar 

year during which they were registered, disclosing the value, date and nature of any food, 

entertainment or other gift provided to a Town official or Town employee. When a gift or series 

of gifts to a single official or employee exceeds $50 in value, the official or employee shall also 

be identified. 

 

(D) The registrations and reports filed pursuant to this Section shall be maintained by the 

Commission as public records available for public inspection and copying. (Ordinance 590 

effective 10/7/2013, historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 8-8. Exemptions and modifications. 

 

The Commission may grant exemptions and modifications to the provisions of Sec. 2-19 and 

Sec. 2-21 of this Article as they relate to employees and to appointed members of Town of 

Easton Boards and Commissions, if it determines that the application of those provisions would: 

 

(A) Constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy; 

 

(B) Significantly reduce the availability of qualified persons for public service; and 

 

(C) Not be required to preserve the purposes of this Article. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, 

historical reference 103 and 107) 

 

Section 8-9. Enforcement. 

 

(A) The Commission may: 

 

(i) Assess a late fee of $2 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to timely file a 

financial disclosure statement required under Sections 2-21 or 2-22 of this Article; 

 

(ii) Assess a late fee of $10 per day up to a maximum of $250 for a failure to file a timely 

lobbyist registration or lobbyist report required under Section 2-23 of this Article; and 

 

(iii) Issue a cease and desist order against any person found to be in violation of this Article. 

 

(B) Upon a finding of a violation of any provision of this article, the Commission may: 
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(i) Issue an order of compliance directing the respondent to cease and desist from the 

violation; 

 

(ii) Issue a reprimand; or 

 

(iii) Recommend to the appropriate authority other appropriate discipline of the respondent, 

including censure or removal if that discipline is authorized by law. 

 

(C) If the Commission finds that a respondent has violated Section 2-22 of this Article, the 

Commission may: 

 

(i) Require a respondent who is a registered lobbyist to file any additional reports or 

information that reasonably related to the information that is required under Section 2-23 of 

this Article; 

 

(ii) Impose a fine not exceeding $5,000 for each violation; and 

 

(iii) Suspend the registration of an individual lobbyist if the Commission finds that the 

lobbyist knowingly and willfully violated Section 2-22 of this Article or has been convicted of 

a criminal offense arising from lobbying activities. 

 

(D) Upon request by the Commission, the Town Attorney may file a petition for injunctive relief 

in the Circuit Court for Talbot County. The Court may: 

 

(i) Issue an order to cease and desist from the violation; 

 

(ii) Except as provided in (iv) of this paragraph, void an official action taken by an official or 

employee with a conflict of interest prohibited by this chapter when the action arises from or 

concerns the subject matter of the conflict and if the legal action is brought within 90 days of 

the occurrence of the official action, if the court deems voiding the action to be in the best 

interest of the public; or 

 

(iii) Impose a fine of up to $5,000.00 for any violation of the provisions of this Article, with 

each day upon which the violation occurs constituting a separate offense. 

 

(iv) A court may not void any official action appropriating public funds, levying taxes, or 

providing for the issuance of bonds, notes or other evidences of public obligations. 

 

(E) In addition to any other enforcement provisions in this chapter, a person who the 

Commission or a court finds has violated this Article: (i) Is subject to termination or other 

disciplinary action; and (ii) May be suspended from receiving payment of salary or other 

compensation pending full compliance with the terms of an order of the Commission or a court. 

 

(F) A Town official or employee found to have violated this Article may be subject to 

disciplinary or other appropriate personnel action, including removal from office, disciplinary 

action, suspension of salary, or other sanction. 
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(G) Violation of Sec. 2-23 of this Article shall be a misdemeanor subject to a fine of up to 

$10,000.00 or imprisonment of up to one year. (Ordinance 590 effective 10/7/2013, historical 

reference 103 and 107) 
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 Town of Easton 

Public Works 
Department 

Memo 
To:​  Andy Kitzrow

From:​ Billy Murdoch 

CC:​ Rick VanEmburgh, Mayor Cook 

Date:​ February 6, 2025 

Re:​ 2026 Fertilizer Contract Bid  

Andy, 

We recently opened bids for the fertilizer applications on town owned properties. We received 
bids from the following companies  Edsall Turf Management LLC, Choptank Turf and Pest 
Management, Davey Tree Expert and Marshall Property Management.The bid overall totals are 
listed below and I will also share the bids if needed. 

 
Edsall Turf Management                                   2026 = $20,941 

                 
 
Choptank Turf and Pest Management            2026 = $18,870 
 
 
Davey Tree Expert                                            2026 = $214,893 
 
Marshalls Property Mgt                                   2026 = $ 82,280 
 

I would like to recommend that the town approve the bid from Choptank Turf and Pest 
Management  for a total cost of $18,870 for the year. I would like to request that this item be 
brought before the Town Council at the February 16, 2025 meeting, for their consideration. If you 
have any questions regarding the bids or recommendation, please contact me.    

 

 

 

1 
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RESOLUTION NO. 6216 
 

A RESOLUTION TO ANNEX A PARCEL OF LAND OWNED BY NORRIS E. 
TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., JEFFREY H. GOODMAN, AND PATRICIA 
T. GOODMAN, LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF OCEAN GATEWAY/U.S. 
ROUTE 50 ADJACENT TO EAST KENNEDY STREET, REAGAN DRIVE AND 
NIXON DRIVE, CONSISTING OF 36.520 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OF LESS, 
INTO THE TOWN OF EASTON AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THE ANNEXATION. 
 

Introduced by:_________________________ 
 

 WHEREAS, The Town of Easton (the “Town”) is authorized by the provisions of §4-401 
et. seq, of the Local Government Article of the Maryland Annotated Code (the “Code”) to expand 
its municipal boundaries by annexing lands adjacent to it, and wishes to annex a certain parcel of 
land owned by Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc. located on the east side of Ocean Gateway/U.S. 
Route 50, consisting of 36.520 acres of land, more or less, which parcel is shown and depicted as 
“TAX PARCEL 52, AREA: 18.289 AC +/- DEED 2114/236”, “TAX PARCEL 145, AREA 15.878 
AC +/- DEED 2114/236”, and portions of Nixon Drive and Reagan Drive (the “Annexation 
Property”) on a plat titled “ANNEXATION PLAT TOWN OF EASTON ON THE LANDS OF 
NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC.,  IN THE FIRST ELECTION DISTRICT 
TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND TAX MAP 25, GRID 12 PARCEL 52 & 145”, prepared by 
Lane Engineering, LLC, originally dated 5/16/25, revised through 2/4/26 (the “Annexation Plat”), 
which is Exhibit “A” to this Resolution and is also described in metes and bounds description dated 
February 4, 2026 prepared by Lane Engineering, LLC entitled “ANNEXATION DESCRIPTION 
ON THE LANDS OF NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., JEFFREY H. GOODMAN 
AND PATRICIA T. GOODMAN IN THE FIRST ELECTION DISTRICT TALBOT COUNTY, 
MARYLAND”, which is Exhibit “B” to this Resolution (“Annexation Description”). 
 
 Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc., Jeffrey H. Goodman and Patricia T.. Goodman are the 
owners of one hundred percent (100%) of the assessed value of the real property lying within the 
area to be annexed and have consented to the annexation.  There are no registered voters in Talbot 
County who reside on the Annexation Property. 
  
 The Annexation Property is adjacent to existing Town boundaries.  If the Annexation 
Property is incorporated into the Town boundaries, no enclaves of non-Town land will be created. 
 
 Now, therefore, the Town hereby resolves: 
 
 Section 1. Modification of Town Boundaries.  The corporate boundaries of the Town 
are hereby amended to include the addition of the Annexation Property, which is described on the 
Annexation Plat and Annexation Description.  The plat and metes and bounds description are 
subject to technical review and correction by the Town prior to the public hearing to be held on 
this Resolution. 
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 Section 2. Application of Town Charter; Ordinances; and Taxes.  Upon the effective 
date of this Resolution, the provisions of the Charter and Code of the Town of Easton, and any 
local public laws enacted or to be enacted affecting the Town, shall be effective within the 
Annexation Property except to the extent that this Resolution provides otherwise.  The Annexation 
Property shall be included in the First Election Ward of the Town for purposes of municipal 
elections until such time as the boundaries for election wards may be modified by the Town 
Council.   
 
 Section 3. Annexation Plan.  The Petitioner has prepared an Annexation Plan with 
regard to the Annexation Property (the “Plan”).  The Plan is Exhibit “C” to this Resolution but is 
not a part hereof, and the Town Council reserves the right to amend the Plan prior to the final 
enactment of this Resolution in the manner provided in §4-415 of the Local Government Article 
of the Code. 
 
 Section 4. Zoning Classification.  Concurrently with the introduction of this 
Resolution, the Town Council has introduced Ordinance No. 849 to apply a zoning classification 
of Industrial (I) to the Annexation Property.  The Talbot County zoning for the Annexation Property 
is Limited Industrial (LI).  If the proposed Industrial (I) zoning classification permits land uses that 
are substantially different from the land uses allowed under the current Talbot County zoning 
classifications and/or permits development at a substantially higher density exceeding 50% of the 
density allowed under the current Talbot County zoning classification applicable to the Annexation 
Property, then in accordance with §4-416 of the Local Government Article of the Code, if Talbot 
County expressly approves, the Town can place the annexed land in zoning classifications that 
allow different land uses and/or allows a substantially higher density exceeding 50% of the density 
allowed under the current Talbot County zoning classification.  If required, the classification of the 
Annexation Property in the Industrial (I) zoning district is contingent upon the Town receiving the 
express consent of the County prior to the effective date of Ordinance 849.  If Ordinance 849 is 
not enacted before the effective date of this Resolution, or, if as enacted, it contains provisions that 
are deemed unacceptable to the Petitioner, or, if the parties are unable to agree upon the terms of 
an Annexation Agreement, the Petitioner shall be free to withdraw this request for annexation by 
written notice delivered to the Town Clerk before the effective date of this Resolution, and this 
Resolution shall become null and void. 
 
 Section 5. Incorporation of Certain Exhibits.  Exhibits A, and B are incorporated into 
this Resolution and made a part of it. 
 
 Section 6. Public Hearing and Public Notice.  the Town Council shall conduct a public 
hearing on this Resolution and upon Ordinance No. 849 on January 20, 2026 at 5:35 p.m.  Prior to 
the hearing, the Town Clerk shall arrange for the publication of a legally sufficient notice of the 
hearing in The Star Democrat for the Town two times at not less than weekly intervals, the date of 
publication of the last such notice to be at least 15 days prior to the date of the hearing.  In addition, 
on the date of the first publication of the notice of hearing, the Town Clerk shall notify the 
following persons or agencies of the hearing and shall provide them with a photocopy of the legal 
notice and this Resolution, including Exhibits: 
 

 (a) the Talbot County Council; 
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 (b) the Talbot County Planning and Zoning Commission; 
 
 (c) the Maryland Department of Planning; and 
 

 (d) the Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal  
  Bays. 

 
 Section 7. Registration of Boundaries.  Within ten (10) days of the effective date of 
this Resolution, in accordance with the provisions of §4-414 of the Local Government Article of 
the Code, the Mayor or other Town designee, shall promptly cause a copy of the resolution with 
the new municipal boundaries to be sent to: 
 
  (a) the Town Clerk; 
 
  (b) the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Talbot County, Maryland; and 
 
  (c) the Maryland Department of Legislative Services. 
 
 Pursuant to §4-414(b) of the Local Government Article of the Code, each such official or 
agency shall keep this Resolution with the new boundaries on record and make it available for 
public inspection during regular business hours. 
 
 Section 8. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective 45 days after final 
enactment unless a petition for referendum has been filed prior thereto in accordance with §4-408, 
§4-409, or §4-410 of the Local Government Article of the Code or if a petition for referendum is 
filed and a majority of the votes are in favor of the annexation resolution, the date upon which the 
Annexation Resolution becomes effective pursuant to §4-412 of the Local Government Article of 
the Code.  This Resolution shall be deemed “finally enacted” on the date on which the Mayor of 
the Town of Easton indicates his approval of this Resolution by signing it or when the Town 
Council overrides the Mayor’s veto hereof in the manner specified in the Town Charter.   
 
   Curry  - _____ 
   Rankin  - _____ 
   Montgomery - _____ 
   Davis  - _____ 
   Abbatiello - _____ 
 
 I hereby certify that the above Resolution was passed by a yea and nay vote of the Town 
Council this ______ day of _______________, 2026. 
 
              
       Don Abbatiello, Town Council President 
 
 
 Delivered to the Mayor by me this ______ day of _______________, 2026. 
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       Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk 
 
 

 
APPROVED:       

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Date:                
       Megan J.M. Cook, Mayor 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:       , 2026. 
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Lane Engineering, LLC 
Established 1986 

 
Civil Engineers  •  Land Planning  •  Land Surveyors 

 
15 Washington Street 

Cambridge, Maryland 21613 
Tel 410-221-0818 

 

 117 Bay Street 
Easton, Maryland 21601 

Tel 410-822-8003 
Fax 410-822-2024 

 354 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Centreville, Maryland 21617 

Tel 410-758-2095 
 

 
ANNEXATION DESCRIPTION 

ON THE LANDS OF 

NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., 

JEFFERY H. GOODMAN  

AND PATRICIA T. GOODMAN 

IN THE FIRST ELECTION DISTRICT 

TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

February 4, 2026 

All that piece, parcel or tract of land situate, lying and being in the First Election 
District, Talbot County, Maryland, and being more particularly described as follows. 

 
Beginning for the same at an iron rod found on the existing Town of Easton boundary, said 
point also being North 89 degrees 41 minutes 26 seconds West 210.06 from the easterly 
side of the public right of way known as Ocean Gateway (150-foot-wide right-of-way) as 
delineated on a plat titled “Annexation 2017 Town of Easton on the lands of JDOLIVER 
LLC” recorded among the Land Records of Talbot County, Maryland in Plat Book 86, 
Folio 12, and from said point of beginning and running in the meridian of the Maryland 
State Coordinate System NAD 83 (2011), and by and with said easterly line of ADBMD, 
LLC (Liber 3127, Folio 38) lands the following course and distance 
 
(1) North 00 degrees 20 minutes 08 seconds West, 100.30 feet to an iron rod at the northeast 
corner of said lands of ADBMD, LLC and the southeastern boundary of the lands of 
ADBMD, LLC (Liber 3009, Folio 252); thence continuing  
 
(2) North 00 degrees 20 minutes 08 seconds West, 133.80 feet to a point on the lands of 
ADBMD, LLC (Liber 3009, Folio 288) as delineated on a plat titled “Survey on the lands 
of William J. Yeager” recorded among the aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book 73, Folio 
31; thence  
 
(3) South 70 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds East, 1837.25 feet to a concrete monument on 
the lands of the State of Maryland; thence running with the lands of the State of Maryland 
the following three courses and distances 
 
(4) South 32 degrees 40 minutes 21 seconds West, 250.65 feet to a point on the northern 
side of a 50’ wide private right of way “Reagan Drive”; thence  
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(5) South 32 degrees 32 minutes 12 seconds West, 59.08 feet to a point on the southern 
side of the aforementioned “Reagan Drive”; thence  
 
(6) South 32 degrees 40 minutes 21 seconds West, 1252.17 feet to a point at the northern 
edge of a 50’ wide public right of way “East Kennedy Street”; thence running with the 
northern edge of said “East Kennedy Street” the following two courses and distances   
 
(7) North 89 degrees 05 minutes 22 seconds West, 460.00 feet to a point; thence 
 
(8) North 89 degrees 05 minutes 57 seconds West, 49.77 feet to a point on the western side 
of a 50’ wide private right of way “Nixon Drive” and the southeastern corner of the lands 
of Talbot Commercial Rentals, LLC (Liber 2594, Folio 160) as delineated on a plat titled 
“Part of the Land of Curtis H. Jones” recorded among the aforesaid Land Records in Plat 
Book 23, Folio 100; thence with the western side of “Nixon Drive” and the eastern line of 
said Talbot Commercial Rentals, LLC 
 
(9) North 00 degrees 19 minutes 43 seconds West, 200.00 feet to a point; thence  
 
(10) North 86 degrees 58 minutes 33 seconds West, 100.00 feet to a point; thence  
 
(11) South 00 degrees 15 minutes 33 seconds East, 200.00 feet to a point on the north side 
of said “East Kennedy Street”; thence  
 
(12) North 88 degrees 25 minutes 14 seconds West, 225.16 feet to a point at the 
southeastern corner of the lands of CMM Investments, LLC (Liber 1710, Folio 434) as 
delineated on a plat titled “Revision of Boundary Lines Between the Lands of The Premier 
Corporation and Norris E. Taylor Contractors, INC.” recorded among the aforesaid Land 
Records in Plat Book 81, Folio 199; thence  
 
(13) North 00 degrees 15 minutes 33 seconds West, 284.25 feet to a point on the south side 
of the lands of Lighthouse Marine & Engine Service INC. (Liber 958, Folio 901); thence 
with said lands of Lighthouse Marine & Engine Service INC. for the following two courses 
 
(14) North 89 degrees 44 minutes 27 seconds East, 150.00 feet to a point; thence  
 
(15) North 00 degrees 15 minutes 33 seconds West, 200.00 feet to a point on the south side 
of the lands of DFE Family Limited Partnership (Liber 2253, Folio 102) as delineated on 
a plat titled “Part of the Land of Talbot Warehousing INC.” recorded among the aforesaid 
Land Records in Plat Book 1, Folio 66B; thence  
 
(16) North 89 degrees 44 minutes 27 seconds East, 174.52 feet to a concrete monument 
found on the west side of said “Nixon Drive”; thence crossing said “Nixon Drive” 
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(17) North 86 degrees 48 minutes 35 seconds East, 49.72 feet to a point on the west side 
of the lands of United Parcel Service INC. (Liber 2117, Folio 205); thence with the lands 
of said United Parcel Service INC. for the following five courses 
 
(18) North 89 degrees 39 minutes 32 seconds East, 446.60 feet to a point; thence 
 
(19) North 00 degrees 20 minutes 28 seconds West, 300.00 feet to a point; thence 
 
(20) South 89 degrees 39 minutes 32 seconds West, 291.60 feet to a point; thence 
 
(21) North 00 degrees 20 minutes 28 seconds West, 130.00 feet to a point; thence 
 
(22) South 89 degrees 39 minutes 32 seconds West, 155.00 feet to a point on the east side 
of said “Nixon Drive; thence crossing said “Nixon Drive”  
 
(23) South 89 degrees 38 minutes 57 seconds West, 49.73 feet to a point on the west side 
of said “Nixon Drive” and the east side of the lands of said DFE Family Limited 
Partnership; thence  
 
(24) North 00 degrees 21 minutes 03 seconds West, 114.88 feet to a point on the south side 
of said “Reagan Drive” and the north side of said lands of DFE Family Limited Partnership; 
thence  
 
(25) South 89 degrees 55 minutes 27 seconds West, 236.86 feet to a point; thence crossing 
said “Reagan Drive” 
 
(26) North 00 degrees 04 minutes 33 seconds West, 49.86 feet to a point at the southeast 
corner of the lands of Sharp Gas INC. (Liber 2044, Folio 492); thence   
 
(27) North 00 degrees 03 minutes 38 seconds West, 99.02 feet to an iron pipe found on the 
south side of the lands of Kenneth A. Morgan, JR and Emma J. Morgan (Liber 897, Folio 
667) as delineated on a plat titled “Map of West Galloway Lot” recorded among the 
aforesaid Land Records in Plat Book 12, Folio 1; thence with said lands of Kenneth A. 
Morgan, JR and Emma J. Morgan for the following two courses 
 
(28) North 89 degrees 58 minutes 30 seconds East, 236.56 feet to an iron pipe found; thence  
 
(29) North 00 degrees 29 minutes 35 seconds West, 200.13 feet to an iron pipe found on 
the south side of said lands of JD Oliver, LLC; thence with said lands of JD Oliver, LLC 
for the following two courses 
 
(30) North 00 degrees 31 minutes 20 seconds West, 300.00 feet to an iron pipe found; 
thence 
 
(31) North 89 degrees 56 minutes 43 seconds West, 363.85 feet to the Place of Beginning, 
containing 36.520 Acres of Land, more or less, and 
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Annexation Description Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc. et al                       Page 4 of 4 
 

 
 

www.leinc.com 
general@leinc.com 

 
The above parcel is intended to be all of the same land, as shown as Total Area of 

Annexation on a plan entitled “Annexation Plat on the lands of Norris E. Taylor 
Contractors, INC, Jeffery H. Goodman and Patricia T. Goodman” as prepared by Lane 
Engineering, LLC, on June 25, 2025, I hereby certify that these documents were prepared 
by me or under my responsible charge and complies with requirements as set forth in 
regulation 09.13.06.12, and that I am a duly licensed property line surveyor under the laws 
of the State of Maryland, License No.  363, and, subject to biennial renewal, my current 
expiration date is August 3, 2027 

 
 

 
       
Jefferson Ewell Hubbard 
Registered Property Line Surveyor 
Maryland Registration Number 363 
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Lane Engineering, LLCLane Engineering, LLC
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EXHIBIT C TO RESOLUTION 6216 
ANNEXATION PLAN 

2025 ANNEXATION TO THE TOWN OF EASTON OF CERTAIN LANDS LOCATED 
ON THE EAST SIDE OF OCEAN GATEWAY/U.S. ROUTE 50, ADJACENT TO EAST 
KENNEDY STREET, REAGAN DRIVE AND NIXON DRIVE AND CONSISTING OF 

36.520 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS 
 

 In accordance with §4-415 of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland, the Town of Easton hereby sets forth the following Annexation Plan for Resolution 
No. 6216.  Section 4-415 permits amendment of the Annexation Plan during the annexation 
process. 
 
 I. Property.  The property proposed for annexation to which this Annexation Plan 
relates consists of 36.520 acres of land comprised of “TAX PARCEL 52, AREA:  18.289 AC +/- 
DEED 2114/236 and TAX PARCEL 145, AREA:  15.878 AC +/-  DEED 2114/236,” and 
portions of Nixon Drive and Reagan Drive (the “Annexation Property”) on a plat titled 
“ANNEXATION PLAT TOWN OF EASTON ON THE LANDS OF NORRIS E. TAYLOR 
CONTRACTORS, INC., IN THE FIRST ELECTION DISTRICT TALBOT COUNTY, 
MARYLAND TAX MAP 25, GRID 12 PARCEL 52 & 145”, prepared by Lane Engineering, 
LLC, originally dated 5/16/2025, revised through 2/4/26 (the “Annexation Plat”), which is 
Exhibit “A” to Resolution 6216. 
 
 II. Land Use Patterns and Plans – Existing and Proposed. 
 
 A. The 2016 Talbot County Comprehensive Plan identifies the Annexation Property 
as “Designated Growth Industrial” and a “Tier II-A Primary Mapped Growth Area, Planned for 
Sewage”. 
 
 The 2010 Town of Easton Comprehensive Plan, as amended (the “Easton Plan”), 
designates the Annexation Property as a Priority 1 Boundary Refinement Area.  (Easton Plan 
Growth Areas Map).  The Municipal Growth Element of the Comprehensive Plan defines 
Boundary Refinement Areas as areas that in most cases “are already developed in Talbot County 
and they are deemed appropriate for consideration for annexation during the life of this Plan.”  
(Easton Plan p. 49).  The Easton Plan identifies Priority 1, Boundary Refinement Areas, 
including the Annexation Property, as areas that are “important to bring . . . into [the] Town.”  
(Easton Plan p. 257).  The Easton Plan was amended in 2016 to incorporate a Sewer Tier Map, in 
accordance with State law and this map classifies the Property as “Tier II – Planned for Sewer, 
Municipal or Growth Area.” 
 
 B. The pre-annexation Talbot County zoning of the Annexation Property is Limited 
Industrial which is characterized by low-intensity manufacturing uses.  The proposed Industrial 
(I) zoning district provides areas for industrial and related uses which can operate in a clean and 
quiet manner. 
 
 C. If the Industrial (I) district permits a greater than 50% density than or permits land 
uses that are not authorized in the County’s Limited Industrial (LI) zone, in accordance with § 4-
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416 of the Local Government Article of the Maryland Annotated Code, if the County expressly 
approves, the Town may place the annexed land in zoning classifications that permit land uses 
different from the land uses specified under the Talbot County Zoning Ordinance and/or permits a 
50% greater density than that allowed under the Talbot County Zoning Ordinance.  If required, the 
Town intends to seek Talbot County’s express approval to apply the zoning district proposed.  Any 
future development of the Annexation Property shall be in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance 
provisions applicable to the Annexation Property at the time of the development.   

 
 III. Availability of Land for Public Facilities.  Following annexation, the 
Annexation Property will be served by the Easton public water and sewer systems, which will 
require extension of those public utility systems.  Adequate water and sewer capacity exists 
within the Town’s utility systems to serve existing and future uses of the Annexation Property.  
Fire and police protection will be provided by the Easton Voluntary Fire Company and the Town 
of Easton Police Department using existing facilities.  The Town’s existing public works, fire, 
police and emergency services facilities, equipment and personnel are adequate to accommodate 
the Annexation Property at this time.  There is no impact on schools, libraries and other 
recreational services.  At this time, no additional land for public facilities on the Annexation 
Property is considered reasonably necessary.   
 
 IV. Extension of Municipal Services (Schedule and Financing).   
 
 A. Utility Service.  Following annexation, all or portions of the Annexation Property 
may be served by Town water and sewer for facilities.  All such extensions will be completed at 
the Owner’s expense and in accordance with the standards and specifications of the Town. 
 
 All applicable Town fees and user rates to cover the costs associated with usage – or 
consumption-based municipal services, such as water and sewer service shall be charged to the 
Annexation Property. 
 
 B. Roads.  The Annexation Property has existing access from East Kennedy Street, 
which is a Town Street. 
 
 C. Fire Protection.  The Easton Volunteer Fire Company already provides service to 
the Annexation Property and will continue to provide such service at the same or similar level of 
service after annexation.  The Fire Company receives substantial financial support from the 
Town. 
 
 D. Police Services.  Police Services are currently provided by the Talbot County 
Sheriff’s Department.  Upon annexation, the Easton Police Department will extend service to the 
Annexation Property.  Service will be provided using existing personnel and equipment.  The 
costs of these services shall be paid out of the Town’s general funds.   
 
Pursuant to Section 4-415(g) of the Local Government Article, amendments to this 
Annexation Plan shall not be construed amendments to the Annexation Resolution, nor may 
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they serve in any manner to cause a re-initiation of the annexation procedure related to the 
property described in Section I.   
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ORDINANCE NO. 849 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING THE OFFICICAL ZONING 
MAP OF THE TOWN OF EASTON TO APPLY THE INDUSTRIAL (I) ZONING DISTRICT TO 
CERTAIN LOTS OR PARCELS OF LAND ANNEXED TO THE TOWN OF EASTON BY 
RESOLUTION NO. 6216 LOCATED TO THE EAST OF OCEAN GATEWAY/U.S. ROUTE 50 
AND ADJACENT TO EAST KENNEDY STREET, REAGAN DRIVE AND NIXON DRIVE, 
CONSISTING OF 36.520 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS 
 

Introduced by:____________________ 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Easton (“Town”) is authorized by §§4-416 and 5-213 of the 

Local Government Article and §4-102 of the Land Use Article of the Maryland Annotated Code 

(“Code”) to exercise planning and zoning jurisdiction in areas annexed by it and to enact and 

administer a zoning ordinance, which ordinance is Chapter 28 of the Easton Town Code; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by §4-201 of the Land Use Article of the Code to 

divide land within the municipal boundaries into zoning districts in a manner it deems best suited 

to execute the purposes of the Land Use Article; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by §4-204 of the Land Use Article of the Code to 

amend, supplement, modify or repeal sections of the zoning ordinance; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town has acted pursuant to its authority under §4-401 et. seq. of the 

Local Government Article of the Code to introduce Resolution No. 6216 (the “Resolution”) to 

expand its municipal boundaries by annexing lands adjacent to the present Town.  The area 

proposed for annexation is generally located on the east side of Ocean Gateway/U.S. Route 50, 

adjacent to East Kennedy Street, Reagan Drive and Nixon Drive, consisting of 36.520 acres of 

land, more or less, which parcel is shown and depicted as “TAX PARCEL 52 AREA 18.289 AC. 

+/-”, “TAX PARCEL 145 AREA 15.878 AC. +/-” and portions of Nixon Drive and Reagan Drive 

(the “Annexation Property”) on a plat titled “ANNEXATION PLAT ON THE LANDS OF 

NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC. IN THE FIRST ELECTION DISTRICT OF 
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TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND TAX MAP 25, GRID 12 PARCELS 52 & 145”, prepared by 

Lane Engineering, LLC, originally dated 5/16/25, revised through 2/4/26 (the “Annexation 

Plat”), which is Exhibit “A” to this Ordinance; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Planning Commission considered the annexation and zoning 

requests during its public meeting on November 20, 2025 and recommended that if the Town 

annexes the Annexation Property, it zone such land Industrial (I); 

 WHEREAS, the Easton Town Council finds that it is in the best interest of the Town to 

amend the Official Zoning Map of the Town to include the Annexation Property and to establish 

Industrial (I) zoning for the Property; and 

 WHEREAS, the Easton Town Council held a duly noticed public hearing on this 

Ordinance on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. 

 Now, therefore, the Town of Easton hereby ordains as follows: 

 Section 1. Incorporation.  The Annexation Plat attached hereto as Exhibit A is 

incorporated herein by reference. 

 Section 2. Modification of Official Zoning Map Boundaries and Designation of 

Zoning.  The Official Zoning Map of the Town of Easton is hereby amended to add that certain 

parcels or tracts of land annexed pursuant to the Annexation Resolution and designated by the 

plat attached hereto as Exhibit A.  The Property shall be assigned classification of Industrial (I).  

In accordance with Section 28-107 of the Zoning Ordinance, the amendment shall be made on 

the Official Zoning Map promptly after the effective date of this Ordinance by the Easton Town 

Council. 

Section 3. County Zoning Consent.  The County zoning for the property is Limited 

Industrial (LI).  If the proposed Industrial (I) zoning classification permits land uses that are 
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different from the land uses allowed under the current County zoning classifications applicable to 

the Annexation Property and/or allows a density greater than 50% of the density allowed under the 

current Talbot County zoning classification, then in accordance with §4-416 of the Local 

Government Article of the Code, if Talbot County expressly approves, the Town can place the 

annexed land in zoning classifications that allow different land uses and/or allows a density greater 

than 50% of the density allowed under the current Talbot County zoning classification applied to 

the Annexation Property.  Without the express approval of the County, no development may occur 

on the property for land uses different from those allowed under the current County zoning 

classifications applicable to the Annexation Property and/or allows a density greater than 50% of 

the density allowed under the current Talbot County zoning classification for a period of five (5) 

years.  If required, the classification of the Annexation Property in Industrial (I) zoning district is 

contingent upon the Town receiving the express consent of the County prior to the effective date 

of this Ordinance or the expiration of the five (5) year period.    

 Section 4. Survival.  Except as amended herein, the remainder of the Official Zoning 

Map and the remaining terms of existing ordinances shall remain in full force and effect. 

 Section 5. Effective Date.  In accordance with §4-416 of the Local Government 

Article of the Code, §4-203 of the Land Use Article of the Code and Article II, Section 9 of the 

Easton Town Charter, this Ordinance shall become effective upon the later of: (a) the effective 

date of the Resolution pursuant to which the land area that is the subject of this Ordinance is 

annexed to the Town of Easton, (b) ten (10) days after the Town Council’s public hearing on this 

Ordinance, (c) twenty (20) calendar days after the approval by the Mayor or passage of this 

Ordinance by the Council over the Mayor’s veto. 
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 Section 6. Severability.  The Easton Town Council intends that, if a court of 

competent jurisdiction issues a final decision holding that any part of this ordinance is invalid, 

the remaining provisions hereof remain in full force and effect. 

   Curry  -  

   Rankin  -  

   Montgomery -  

   Davis  -  

   Abbatiello -  

 

 I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was passed by a yea and nay vote of the 

Council this ______ day of ____________________, 2026. 

 

             
      Don A. Abbatiello, Town Council President 
 

 Delivered to the Mayor by me this ______ day of ____________________, 2026. 

     

             
      Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

APPROVED:   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Date:_______________          
      Megan J. M. Cook, Mayor 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:_______________, 2026. 
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ANNEXATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS ANNEXATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) 

made this ______  day of _______________, 2026, by the TOWN OF EASTON, a Maryland 

municipal corporation (“Town”) and NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC. a 

Maryland Corporation, JEFFREY H. GOODMAN, and PATRICIA T. GOODMAN 

(collectively “Petitioner”).  Herein, the Town and Petitioner are each a “Party” and collectively, 

the “Parties”. 

 

RECITALS 

 

 The Recitals set forth herein, to the extent that they set forth the intentions of or 

commitments by the Parties, are enforceable provisions of this Agreement.   

 

A. Petitioner is the fee simple owner of parcels of land designated as Parcel 52, 

Parcel 145, and portions of Nixon Drive and Reagan Drive on Talbot County Tax Map 25, which 

is located along the east side of Ocean Gateway, Route 50 in Easton, Maryland.  Such parcels 

total 36.520 acres, more of less, and is referred to herein as the “Annexation Property” 

 

B. The Annexation Property is contiguous and adjacent to the present corporate 

boundary of the Town.  The Annexation Property is more particularly shown and depicted as 

“TAX PARCEL 52, AREA: 18.289 AC +/- DEED 2114/236”, “TAX PARCEL 145, AREA 

15.878 AC +/- DEED 2114/236”, and portions of Nixon Drive and Reagan Drive (the 

“Annexation Property”) on a plat entitled “ANNEXATION PLAT TOWN OF EASTON ON 

THE LANDS OF NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., IN THE FIRST ELECTION 

DISTRICT TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND TAX MAP 25, GRID 12, PARCEL 52 & 145,” 

prepared by Lane Engineering, LLC, originally dated May 16, 2025, revised through Feb. 4, 

2026 (“Annexation Plat”), which plat is incorporated herein and a reduced scale copy of which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A.  The Annexation Property is also more particularly described by 

metes, bounds, courses and distances by a legal description (“Annexation Description”) dated 

Feb. 4, 2026, prepared by Lane Engineering, LLC entitled "ANNEXATION DESCRIPTION ON 

THE LANDS OF NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC., JEFFREY H. GOODMAN 

AND PATRICIA T. GOODMAN IN THE FIRST DISTRICT TALBOT COUNTY, 

MARYLAND”, which is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

C. In order to effectuate the annexation of the Annexation Property, Petitioner 

executed and submitted to the Town a Petition for Annexation of the Annexation Property 

(“Annexation Petition”).  Petitioner constitutes the owner of one hundred percent (100%) of the 

assessed valuation of the Annexation Property.  There are no registered voters in Talbot County 

who reside on the Annexation Property. 

 

D. The 2010 Town of Easton Comprehensive Plan, as amended (the “Easton Plan”), 

designates the Annexation Property as a Priority 1 Boundary Refinement Area.  (Easton Plan 

Growth Areas Map).  The Municipal Growth Element of the Comprehensive Plan defines 

Boundary Refinement Areas as areas that in most cases “are already developed in Talbot County 

and they are deemed appropriate  
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for consideration for annexation during the life of this Plan.”  (Easton Plan p. 49).  

The Easton Plan identifies Priority 1, Boundary Refinement Areas, including the 

Annexation Property, as areas that are “important to bring … into [the] Town.”  

(Easton Plan p. 257).  The Easton Plan was amended in 2016 to incorporate a 

Sewer Tier Map, in accordance with State law and this map classifies the Property 

as “Tier II – Planned for Sewer, Municipal or Growth Area.”   

 

 

E. The Comprehensive Plan more specifically explains that the “Priority 1 – 

Boundary Refinement” designation on the Growth Area Map is applied to areas that: 

 

 “… are not presently within the Town of Easton but should be … Generally these consist 

of already developed areas like Crofton, Old Stoney Ridge, Old Beechwood, and most of 

Easton Point.  They have long ago been developed under Talbot County Rules and 

regulations and have increasingly become surrounded by properties developed under 

Town of Easton guidelines.  To virtually any outsider, these areas would be assumed to 

currently be in the Town of Easton corporate limits.  It is important to bring these areas 

into Town for at least three reasons.  First, all of these areas are served by septic systems 

and most utilize individual private wells for water.  This is both potentially 

environmentally damaging and inefficient given the relative close proximity and 

availability of Town water and sewer. 

 The Second reason these properties should be in the Town of Easton is that given their 

location, they enjoy many of the conveniences of being in Town without paying a fair 

share.  Finally, from the Town’s perspective the most important reason these areas should 

be in Town is that they preclude the Town’s ability to grow in the future.  This is due to 

the fact that Maryland annexation law makes it illegal to create an enclave or island of 

unincorporated land surrounded by a municipality.  Thus, when such areas exist, they 

have the short-term effect of causing some rather strange Town boundaries as developers 

annex in such a way as to technically comply with this requirement.  The long-term effect 

is that growth is stopped in a given direction.” 

 

F. The Petitioner requested the establishment of Industrial (I) zoning for the 

Annexation Property.  The proposed Industrial (I) Town zoning is supported by the Town 

Comprehensive Plan, which recognizes the need to retain and expand existing businesses and 

notes the importance of providing employment opportunities to community residents.  

Connection of public utilities to and rezoning of the Annexation Property will facilitate 

investment in these properties through development and improvement.   

 

G. The Town desires to provide access to municipal services for areas located 

immediately adjacent to the municipal boundary, to control the growth that will occur adjacent to 

its boundaries, and to ensure that such growth enhances the character of the Town and that the 

impacts of such growth are managed for the benefit of the Town and its citizens. 

 

H. The Town is willing to annex the Annexation Property, provided that the 

Petitioner agrees to adhere to the laws, ordinances and regulations of the Town and such other 

provisions set forth herein regarding the use and development of the Annexation Property. 
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I. Appropriate and required Town public hearings have been held pursuant to 

applicable law and the Easton Town Council voted to adopt Annexation Resolution No. 6216 on 

______, _______________, 2026, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

 

J. Petitioner and the Town desire to set forth the terms and conditions of the 

proposed annexation. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual interests, provisions and covenants, 

agreements, and undertakings set forth herein, the sufficiency of which is expressly 

acknowledged, Petitioner and the Town mutually agree as follows: 

 

 1. Property; Town Taxes.  The Annexation Property was annexed pursuant to the 

Annexation Resolution.  The Annexation Agreement shall apply to, run with and bind the 

Annexation Property.  The Annexation Property shall be subject to all applicable Town taxes, 

unless otherwise exempt.   

 

 2. Zoning Upon Annexation. 

 

  2.1. Existing Uses.  Except as provided herein, Petitioner and the Town agree 

that all existing land uses, lots and structures, whether permitted, accessory, conforming, non-

conforming, or special exceptions, currently made in and upon the Annexation Property may 

continue following annexation subject to the Minimum Property Maintenance Standards of the 

Easton Town Code and subject to the provisions regarding non-conforming uses contained in the 

Town Zoning Ordinance. 

 

  2.2. Zoning.  Simultaneously with the filing of the Annexation Petition,  

Petitioner requested that the Town adopt an ordinance to: (i) amend the official Town zoning 

map to include the Annexation Property and (ii) apply the Industrial (I) zoning district to the 

Annexation Property.  The Town adopted Ordinance No. 849, a copy of which is attached hereto 

as Exhibit D, on _______________, 2026. 

 

 3. Future Uses of Annexation Property.  Petitioner hereby acknowledges and 

agrees that any future development of the Annexation Property must comply with applicable 

zoning and approval processes of the Town.  Development must also comply with development 

impact fee ordinances of the Town and County, as applicable.  Nothing herein shall, in any way, 

constitute a development approval of a specific project or a waiver of any associated fees.  

Petitioner also acknowledges that it must comply with any applicable noise or disturbing the 

peace standards that are applicable within the Town of Easton as they currently exist or are 

enacted or are enacted in the future. 

 

 4. Public Services and Improvements.  The following provisions, at a minimum, 

will govern the obligations of the Parties with respect to public services and improvements.  

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, this Agreement shall not preclude, limit or 

otherwise affect the ability of the Petitioner to propose and enter into development impact fee 

credit agreement(s) with the Town and/or County. 
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  4.1 Standards for Public Improvements; Equality of Exactions.  Petitioner 

agrees to comply with the Town’s design standards and requirements in effect at the time of 

construction (“Town Standards”) with respect to any public improvements or infrastructure to be 

owned and maintained by the Town, such as roads, streets and alleys, curbs and gutters, 

sidewalks, and water, sewer and stormwater drainage systems.  Petitioner, if undertaking such 

work, shall cause all work on the improvements to be completed in a good and workmanlike 

manner and with due dispatch.  Where the construction and installation of any improvement 

requires the consent, permission, or approval of any public agency or private party, should 

Petitioner propose construction or installation, Petitioner shall promptly file all applications, 

enter into all agreements, post all security, pay all fees and costs, and otherwise take all steps that 

may be legally required to obtain such consent, permission or approval.   

 

   4.1.1 Nixon Drive.  Part of Nixon Drive is not within the Town of 

Easton.  Therefore, Nixon Drive shall remain a private road. For the portions within the Town 

limits, Nixon Drive shall be brought up to Town standards (including streetlights) prior to any 

building permit being issued for the Property.  For the portions that are not within the Town 

limits, at a minimum, the Petitioners shall repair and mill and overlay the asphalt surface.   

 

   4.1.2. Reagan Drive.  Reagan Drive shall be improved to Town standards 

(including street lights and street trees) similar to TOE-R.2.03 including a 70 ft right of way and 

conveyed to the Town of Easton with an acceptable turnaround at the eastern end of the street 

prior to any building permits being issued for the Property.  Improvements to Reagan Drive shall 

include the portion of Reagan Drive between U.S. Route 50 and the proposed annexation 

boundary.  Reagan Drive pavement shall be cored to confirm the pavement section is consistent 

with Town Detail TOE-R-1.01.   

 

   4.1.3. Flemmings Siding Road.  Flemmings Siding Road is not within the 

Town of Easton.  However, it is anticipated that as the property develops, an additional means of 

ingress and egress will be needed.  Subject to approval by Talbot County, the Developer shall 

improve Flemmings Siding Road from the Property to its intersection with Black Dog Alley, in 

accordance with applicable Town and County standards.  Provided that approval from Talbot 

County has been obtained, the vehicular connection shall be built and the road improved before a 

building permit is obtained for any lot after half of the lots are developed (i.e. if the subdivision 

has 10 lots, the road shall be improved before a building permit is obtained for the 6th lot).  If the 

approval from Talbot County has not been obtained prior to a building permit being applied for a 

lot after half of the lots are developed, then the Applicant shall be required to continue to keep a 

bond in place to cover the cost of construction of the improvements until such time as the 

approval from Talbot County has been obtained and the road connection constructed to the 

Town’s satisfaction.   

 

  4.2. Provision of Public Services; Reservation and Allocation of Water and 

Sewer Capacity.  The Town further represents, subject to the obligations of Petitioner set forth in 

this Section 4, that it will support existing uses and propose redevelopment of the Annexation 

Property by providing all necessary municipal services required by the Annexation Property, 

including, but not limited to, adequate water, sewer, gas, data/communication and electric (if 
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applicable) services through Easton Utilities, fire and police protection, garbage collection and 

other municipal services generally available to Town residents subject to applicable Town fees 

and tariffs and other costs in effect at the time services is rendered, unless otherwise agreed 

between the Town and Petitioner.  

 

 With regard to water and wastewater allocation, the Town guarantees, covenants and 

warrants that it will not set any policy, position or course of action that is detrimental to existing 

use or development of the Annexation Property provided that development is consistent with 

other applicable Town regulations and standards.  These covenants notwithstanding and subject 

to limitations established by any subsequent development rights and responsibilities 

agreement(s), the Parties understand and agree that the Town, if otherwise authorized by law, 

may enact future ordinances, charter provisions, or amendments deemed necessary to protect the 

public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Town and said ordinances, charter 

provisions, or amendments shall apply to the use and development of the Annexation Property, 

provided such application does not interfere with Petitioner’s vested rights.  Nothing in this 

Agreement shall entitle or obligate the Town through the Easton Utilities Commission (“EUC”) 

to provide electric service to any portion of the Annexation Property located outside of its 

authorized service area.   

 

 Petitioner acknowledges and agrees that no public water or wastewater capacity for 

existing uses or redevelopment of any portion of the Annexation Property shall be allocated or 

reserved by EUC unless and until the owner of the parcel(s) for which capacity is desired pays to 

EUC the capital charges applicable for such allocation or reservation under the then-applicable 

water and wastewater tariffs.  Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, Petitioner 

shall not be obligated to pay such capital charges or connect the Annexation Property to the 

Town water or wastewater systems unless and until the occurrence of the earlier of:  (i) election 

by Petitioner to connect to such systems, (ii) issuance by the Talbot County Health Department 

or Maryland Department of the Environment of a final, non-appealable order requiring 

connection of the Annexation Property to such systems, (iii) expansion of existing improvements 

or redevelopment of the Annexation Property in a manner that requires capacity in excess of the 

capacity of the existing septic System on such property, or (iv) replacement of an existing septic 

system on the Annexation Property is required for any reason.   

 

  4.3. Public Utility Improvements and Extensions.  Except as provided herein, 

to the extent that extensions of public utilities will be necessary to meet the utility service 

requirements within the Annexation Property, Petitioner will design and construct or cause to be 

constructed, at its sole expense including charges provided for in the applicable tariff(s) in effect 

at the time of service is rendered, such lighting, gas, cable, electric (if applicable) and public 

water and sanitary sewer utility extensions, including water and sewer mains, trunk lines, fire 

hydrants and appurtenant facilities, required or imposed to serve development, redevelopment or 

other actions on the Annexation Property in accordance with the standards and specifications of 

the Town and Easton Utilities.  Upon completion of construction and satisfactory inspection in 

accordance with Town Standards, the Town shall assume the ownership and on-going operation 

and maintenance of these facilities in accordance with Town ownership and maintenance policies 

or pursuant to the terms of a development rights and responsibilities agreement.   
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  4.3.1. Wastewater Improvements. 

 

  A. Connection of Annexation Property.  Annexation shall be effective before 

any connection to the Town’s collection system will be permitted. 

 

  B. Available Capacity.  Sewer capacity to the Annexation Property is 

available to accommodate current uses, subject to the provisions of Section 4.2.  Additional 

capacity for future uses may be available subject to analysis of the available capacity and 

approval by EUC at the time a development is proposed.  At the time of annexation, the 

Petitioner shall be assessed the cost of one (1) EDU per parcel. 

 

  C. Service Configuration.  Town sewer service will be available to the 

Annexation Property.  The Annexation Property shall construct a new gravity sewer main to a 

new pump station located near Chapel Road, Easton extended to the Annexation Property. The 

size of the sewer service will be based on the anticipated flow demands of the Annexation 

Property being fully developed as permitted, and the flow demands of adjacent properties 

currently not being served.  Petitioner shall be responsible for all costs associated with the design 

and construction of the new gravity sewer main, including; taps to the main, service to the 

property line, new pump station, and repairs to public infrastructure disturbed with the 

installation of the new sewer service. 

 

  D. Future Extension of Service.  The Town anticipates that additional 

properties, currently developed and undeveloped, along Route 50, and in the vicinity of East 

Kennedy Street, will connect to the new service extending from Chapel Road.  The Petitioner 

will be reimbursed by Easton Utilities for the difference between, the cost to serve the Petitioners 

development and the increase in cost due to the additional capacity required to serve the future 

connecting parcels.  The additional properties shall bear the expense of extending lines from the 

new gravity sewer main installed by Petitioner to the additional properties.  The design and size 

of such extensions shall be approved by the Town.  This paragraph is not intended to give the 

Petitioners any oversight over the design, approval or extension of services to other properties.  It 

is only intended to recognize that Petitioner is entitled to reimbursement from Easton Utilities for 

infrastructure for which it advanced the costs.     

 

  4.3.2. Water Improvements. 

 

  A. Connection of Annexation Property.  Annexation shall be effective before 

any connections to the Town’s water system will be permitted.  Prior to any connection to the 

EUC water system, the structure to be connected to the water system shall be physically 

disconnected by a minimum of five (5) feet from any other source of water.   

 

  B. Available Capacity.  Water capacity to the Annexation Property is 

available to accommodate current uses, subject to the provisions of Section 4.2.  Additional 

water service for future demands may be provided subject to an analysis of the capacity of the 

existing water main and approval by EUC at the time a development plan is proposed. 
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  C. Service Configuration. Town water service will be available to the 

Annexation Property.  The Annexation Property shall construct a watermain from Chapel Road, 

Easton to the watermain located on U.S. Route 50 at the property currently owned by JD Oliver, 

LLC.  The water service will be connected to the watermain.  The size of the water service will 

be based on the current or approved flow demands of the Annexation Property.  Petitioner shall 

be responsible for all costs associated with the design and construction of the watermain, 

including fire hydrants, valves, and fittings, individual water service to the EUC public water 

main, including; taps to the water main, service to the property line, curb stops, water meter 

installation. 

 

  4.4. Easements and Rights-of-Ways. Petitioner hereby agrees to grant to 

the Town upon request, at no cost, rights-of-way or easements within ten (10) feet of the exterior 

boundaries of the Annexation Property in the event that such rights-of-way or easements shall be 

necessary for the installation, maintenance, replacement and/or removal of public utilities and 

roads in accordance with the provisions of this Section 4.  Utility easements shall be free of 

obstructions and drainage features such as swales.  Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc. agrees to 

grant to the Town upon request at no cost, rights-of-way or easements, with a width of not less 

than 25’, across its land adjacent to Chapel Road if necessary to provide utility service to the 

Annexation Property.  The location of such right-of-way or easements shall be subject to the 

prior approval of Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc. 

 

  4.5. Public Works Agreements. If required by the Town, should Petitioner 

propose to develop the Annexation Property, Petitioner and Town shall enter into one or more 

public works agreements that provide more detailed provisions regarding the construction of all 

required improvements and extension of public utilities and which shall be in a form reasonably 

acceptable to the Town Attorney. 

 

  4.6. Amendment of Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan. Petitioner and 

the Town agree and acknowledge that it may be necessary to amend the County Comprehensive 

Water and Sewer Plan before Petitioner undertakes the water and sewer facilities improvements 

and the Town extends water and sewer services to the Annexation Property.  Petitioner and 

Town agree to cooperate to apply for and obtain any amendments to the Talbot County 

Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan as may be required. 

 

 5. Easement for Rails to Trails.  In addition to any other easement provided for in 

this Agreement or required by the Town development approval process, Petitioner agrees to 

grant to the Town a 20-foot wide easement for a Rails to Trails running along the southeast 

property line adjoining the State’s railroad right of way. 

 

 6. Development Restrictions.  The following development standards are in addition 

to any other standards applicable in the Town of Easton.  In the event of a conflict between these 

standards and other Town standards, the more restrictive provision shall control.   

 

  6.1.  Traffic Impact Analysis.  As part of the subdivision process, the Petitioner 

shall submit a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) prepared by a qualified engineer.  The scope of the 

TIA, including the specific intersections to be evaluated and the peak times of day to evaluate, 
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shall be determined by the Town Engineer based on standard professional practices.  

Development shall be permitted on the Property provided that the Petitioner demonstrates that 

the nearby intersections will maintain its current level of service with no degradation to the level 

of service (If LOS B, it must remain at least a LOS B) upon full build-out.  If the TIA indicates 

that development would cause intersections to fall below its current level of service, or if the 

intersection is already performing below LOS C, the Petitioner shall be required to implement, or 

provide a proportionate financial contribution toward, the improvements necessary to mitigate 

the project’s specific impact and bring the level of service to the higher of the current level of 

service or LOS C.  Once an improvement is completed or a mitigation fee is paid for a specific 

phase, that portion of the development shall be considered in compliance with this paragraph.   

 

  6.2. Exterior Materials.  Building finish shall be applied to all sides of a 

building which are visible to the general public, as well as from neighboring lots and streets.  For 

building elevations visible from a public road, at least twenty five percent (25%) of the façade 

shall consist of premium materials (brick, decorative stone, architectural glass, etc.) 

 

  6.3. Parking.  The owner of each lot shall provide adequate parking on such lot.  

Parking for employees and company vehicles shall be in the side and or back of the property.  

Patron parking may be in the front of the property.  Parking areas shall be paved with asphalt, 

concrete or pervious pavers.  All parking areas shall be screened from view as much as possible 

by depressing grades, the use of landscaping and/or by earth berms.  All loading docks shall be 

located on the rear or side of the building and screened from view so that trucks using such docks 

shall not be readily visible from public streets.   

 

  6.4. Landscaping.  All open areas on each lot not occupied by buildings and 

paved areas shall be suitably graded and drained and shall be landscaped with lawns, trees, 

shrubs, and flower beds.  Within each lot, the net landscaped area shall be no less than twelve 

and one-half percent (12.5%) of the lot area.  Natural vegetation shall be retained to the greatest 

extent possible.   

 

  6.5 Subdivision.  The Property shall be subdivided pursuant to the Town of 

Easton Subdivision Regulations into no fewer than ten (10) industrial lots of approximately equal 

size (the smallest lot shall be at least 50% of the acreage of the largest lot) similar to the draft 

Subdivision Plat attached hereto as Exhibit E. The inclusion of the Subdivision Plat shall not be 

considered a formal approval of the Subdivision Plat.  However, it is intended to show a 

representation of what a subdivision of the Property can be.  No buyer may purchase more than 

two (2) lots of the subdivision to be combined into one larger lot or to be used together for the 

same business.   

 

 7. Development Timing.  Petitioner agrees not to sell or lease any lots that are part 

of the Property for a period of three (3) years.   

 

 8. Traffic Study Contribution.  In addition to any traffic study required as part of 

the development or subdivision of the Property, the Petitioner agrees to make a monetary 

contribution of Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000) to the Town to be used for a traffic study or 
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studies around Town.  Such contribution shall be made within sixty (60) days of the effective 

date of the annexation of the Property.     

 

 9 Affordable Housing Contribution.  In recognition that the industrial users for 

the Property will require housing for its employees, Petitioners agree to make a contribution to 

the Easton Affordable Housing Fund in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) per lot.  

Such contribution shall be paid at the time of building permit application for each lot.   

 

 10. Mutual Assistance. The parties shall do all things reasonably necessary or 

appropriate to carry out and to expedite the terms and provisions of this Agreement and to aid 

and assist each other in carrying out the terms and provisions of this Agreement and the 

intentions of the Parties as reflected by said terms including, without limitation, the giving of 

such notices, the holding of such public hearings, the enactment by the Town of such resolutions 

and ordinances and the taking of such other actions as may be necessary to enable the Parties’ 

compliance with the terms and provisions of this Agreement and as may be necessary to give 

effect to the terms and objectives of this Agreement and the intentions of the Parties as reflected 

by said terms. 

 

 Petitioner and the Town agree to promptly execute all permit applications needed by 

Petitioner for permits or approvals from Federal, State or County agencies and departments or 

any other public or private agencies from whom a permit is required to develop such Petitioner’s 

portion of the Annexation Property, provided that such permit applications are prepared in 

accordance with applicable laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations and consistent with 

development approvals granted by the Town for the Annexation Property.  The Parties each 

further agree to cooperate in the securing of such permits or approvals from such agencies.  

Nothing in this Agreement shall require the Town to vary, deviate, or depart from applicable 

rules, regulations, or standards in processing any permit, application, or in issuing any approval.  

All such rules, regulations, and standards shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

 11. Notices. All notices and other communication in connection with this 

Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed delivered to the addressee thereof (1) when 

delivered in person on a business day at the address set forth below; (2) on the third business day 

after being deposited in any main or branch United States post office, for delivery by properly 

addressed, postage prepaid certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, at the address set 

forth below; or (3) by a nationally-recognized delivery service company to the street address 

with written proof of delivery. Notices and communications to the Petitioner shall be addressed 

to, and delivered at, the following addresses: 

 

 Norris E. Taylor Contractors, Inc.  With a copy to: 

 Jeffrey H. Goodman    Michael J. Kopen, Esquire 

 Patricia T. Goodman    8 Goldsborough Street 

 c/o Jeffrey H. Goodman   Easton, MD 21601 

 9397 Mt. Vernon Circle    

 Alexandria, VA 22309 
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 Notices and communications to the Town shall be addressed to, and delivered at, the 

following addresses: 

 

 Town of Easton    With a copy to: 

 14 S. Harrison Street    Sharon M. VanEmburgh, Esquire 

 Easton, MD 21601    Ewing, Dietz, Fountain & Kaludis,   

 Attn:   Mayor     16 South Washington Street 

       Easton, MD 21601 

 

 

 12. Other Provisions. 

 

  12.1. Applicable Law. It is the intention of the parties that all questions 

with respect to the construction of this Agreement and rights and liabilities of the Parties 

hereunder shall be determined in accordance with the laws of the State of Maryland. 

 

  12.2. Scope of Agreement. This Agreement is not intended to limit the exercise 

of police powers of the Town or to limit the operation of the Town government, or to guarantee 

the outcome of any administrative process.  Unless otherwise specifically provided in writing in 

this Agreement or any other subsequent agreement, this Agreement shall be subject to all 

properly enacted laws, and properly adopted governmental regulations, now or hereafter existing 

and applicable.  This Agreement shall not be rendered invalid by reason of the enactment or 

amendment of any law or the adoption or amendment of any regulation, which law or regulation 

is either (1) enacted or adopted in the exercise of governmental power for a valid governmental 

purpose; (2) enacted or adopted by the Town as the result of a mandate by the State of Maryland 

or the U.S. Government; or (3) applicable to both the Annexation Property and to similarly 

situated property located outside the Town in Talbot County. 

 

  12.3. Entire Agreement.  Except as specifically provided herein, this Agreement 

embodies and constitutes the entire understanding between the Parties with respect to the 

transactions contemplated herein, and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, 

representations and statements, oral or written, are merged into this Agreement. 

 

  12.4. Estoppel.  The Parties to this Agreement agree not to challenge or contest, 

and waive any right to challenge or contest, in any legal or equitable proceeding, in any forum 

whatsoever, the validity, legality, or enforceability of this Agreement, or any of its provisions, 

terms or conditions.   

 

  12.5. Waiver of Breaches.  No waiver of any contingency or the breach of any 

of the terms or provisions of this document shall be a waiver of any other contingency or 

proceeding or succeeding breach of this document or any provision hereof. 

 

  12.6. Project as a Private Undertaking.  It is understood and agreed by and 

between the Parties that the development or redevelopment of the Annexation Property is a 

private undertaking, that neither the Town nor Petitioner is acting as the agent of any other party 

in any respect hereunder, and that each Party is an independent contracting entity with respect to 
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the provisions of this Agreement.  No partnership, joint venture or other association of any kind 

is formed by this Agreement. 

 

  12.7. Modification.  Neither this Agreement nor any provision hereof may be 

waived, modified, amended, discharged or terminated except by an instrument in writing signed 

by the party against which the enforcement of such waiver, modification, amendment, discharge 

or termination is sought, and then only to the extent set forth in such instrument.  No such 

modification shall be binding on the other Party hereto nor affect their rights under this 

Agreement as to any other Party without such Party’s written consent.   

 

  12.8. Headings.  Descriptive headings are for convenience only and shall not 

control or affect the meaning or construction of any provision of this Agreement. 

 

  12.9. Binding Effect.  The terms of this Agreement shall be binding upon and 

shall inure to the benefit of the Parties, any successor municipal authorities of the Town and 

successor owners of record of the Annexation Property, it being expressly understood and agreed 

that this Agreement shall be assignable, in whole or in part, by Petitioner, with respect to its 

portion of the Annexation Property, without the consent of the Town, any of its elected officials, 

employees or agents.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, any transfer of all or a portion of the 

Annexation Property shall be subject to the terms of this Agreement. 

 

 Except with respect to Section 7.17, Petitioner’s obligations hereunder shall be 

contingent upon annexation of the Annexation Property and establishment of the Town zoning 

described by Section 2.2., and shall not constitute personal obligations independent of ownership 

of the Annexation Property. 

 

  12.10. No Third-Party Beneficiaries.   This Agreement shall not confer any rights 

or remedies upon any person other than the Parties hereto and their respective successors and 

assigns as permitted and limited by this Agreement.  It is expressly agreed by all parties that the 

owner or successor owner of a portion of the Annexation Property shall have no contractual 

rights by virtue of this Agreement to control, approve or otherwise direct the size, density, 

proposed use, style, arrangement, timing, phasing or any other aspect of development of the 

remainder of the Annexation Property that it does not own.   

 

  12.11. Severability.  The Parties intend that should any provision, covenant, 

agreement, or portion of this Agreement or its application to any person, entity, or property be 

held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of this Agreement and 

the validity, enforceability, and application to any person, entity, or property shall not be 

impaired thereby, but such remaining provisions shall be interpreted, applied and enforced so as 

to achieve, as near as may be, the purpose and intent of this Agreement to the greatest extent 

permitted by applicable law.   

 

  12.12. Enforceability.   This Agreement shall be specifically enforceable in any 

court of competent jurisdiction by either Party hereto by any appropriate action or suit at law or 

in equity to secure the performance of the covenants herein contained. 
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  12.13. Survival.  The terms and conditions of this Agreement shall survive the 

effective date of the Annexation Resolution and shall not be merged or expunged by the 

annexation of the Annexation Property or any part thereof by the Town. 

 

  12.14. Exhibits.  Each exhibit referred to herein or affixed hereto shall constitute 

a part of this Agreement and be incorporated herein by reference: 

 

  Exhibit A – Reduced-scale copy of the Annexation Plat 

  Exhibit B – Legal Description; 

  Exhibit C – Town Annexation Resolution No.6216; and 

  Exhibit D – Town Ordinance No. 849 

  Exhibit E – Draft Subdivision Plat 

 

  12.15. Time. Time is of the essence of this Agreement and of each and every 

provision thereof. 

 

  12.16. Town’s Annexation Action. This Agreement memorializes the Town’s 

approval of the annexation and the negotiated terms thereof, as approved by the Town during its 

meeting on ____________________, 2026. 

 

  12.17. Annexation Fees.  Petitioner shall be responsible for fees and expenses 

incurred by the Town of Easton associated with the annexation process, including, but not 

limited to, legal fees, engineering fees, consulting fees, and advertising expenses, as described 

herein.  Such fees shall include fees from third parties employed by the Town.  Petitioner paid 

the annexation fee of $15,000.00 with its filing of the annexation petition (“Annexation Fee”).  

The Annexation Fee shall be applied as a credit to the fees and expenses incurred by the Town in 

connection with annexation of the Annexation Property. 

 

  12.18. Mutual Drafting; No Presumption.  The drafting and negotiation of this 

Agreement has been undertaken by the Parties hereto and their respective counsel.  For all 

purposes, the Agreement shall be deemed to have been drafted jointly by the Parties with no 

presumption in favor of one Party over another in the event of any ambiguity. 

 

  12.19. Remedies.  The remedies set forth in the Agreement are in addition to, and 

not in lieu of, any other rights or remedies available to the Parties in law or equity. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed and sealed this Agreement as of the 

day and year first above written, provided, however, that for the purposes of determining the date 

hereof, as used in this Agreement, such date shall be the last date any Party hereto executes this 

Agreement.   

 

  

 

 WITNESS:     TOWN OF EASTON  
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       By:       

 Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk    Megan J.M. Cook, Mayor 

 

 

STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF      , TO WIT: 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this ______ day of ____________________, 2026, before 

me, a Notary Public of the State aforesaid, personally  appeared MEGAN J. M. COOK, who 

acknowledged herself to be the Mayor of the town of Easton, a Maryland municipal corporation, 

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within 

Annexation Agreement, and acknowledged that she executed the same for the purposes therein 

contained as the fully authorized agent of said Town of Easton. 

 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 

 

       

Notary Public 

       My Commission Expires:    

 

 

WITNESS:      NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS,  

       INC. 

 

 

       By:         

        Jeffrey H. Goodman, CEO 

 

 

              

       Jeffrey H. Goodman 

 

 

              

       Patricia T. Goodman 
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STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF      , TO WIT: 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this ______ day of ____________________, 2026, before 

me, a Notary Public of the State aforesaid, personally  appeared JEFFREY H. GOODMAN, 

who acknowledged himself to be the Chief Executive Officer of NORRIS E. TAYLOR 

CONTRACTORS, INC. a Maryland corporation, known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be 

the person whose name is subscribed to the within Annexation Agreement, and acknowledged 

that he, as Chief Executive Officer, executed the same for the purposes therein contained as the 

fully authorized agent of said corporation. 

 

 WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 

 

 

       

Notary Public 

      My Commission Expires:    

 

STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF      , TO WIT: 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this ______ day of ____________________, 2026, before 

me, a Notary Public of the State aforesaid, personally appeared JEFFREY H. GOODMAN, 

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within 

Annexation Agreement, and acknowledged that he executed the same for the purposes therein 

contained. 

 

 WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 

 

 

       

Notary Public 

      My Commission Expires:    

 

STATE OF MARYLAND, COUNTY OF      , TO WIT: 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this ______ day of ____________________, 2026, before 

me, a Notary Public of the State aforesaid, personally  appeared PATRICIA T. GOODMAN, 

who acknowledged herself to be a member of NORRIS E. TAYLOR CONTRACTORS, INC. a 

Maryland corporation, known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person whose name is 

subscribed to the within Annexation Agreement, and acknowledged that she executed the same 

for the purposes therein contained as the fully authorized agent of said corporation. 

 

 WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal. 

 

        

 Notary Public 

       My Commission Expires:    
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	 4:30 PM Workshop: To discuss Town Code revisions.
	 Revisions to Chapters 1-8.
	Code Chapters 1 through 8 Redlined 021226
	Code Chapters 1 through 8 Clean 021226


	 5:30 PM: Call to Order by President Abbatiello.
	 Opening remarks and Pledge of Allegiance by Councilmember Rankin.
	 Approval of Minutes.
	 Minutes from the February 2, 2026 meeting.

	 Municipal Official Items.
	 Items by Mayor Cook.
	 Council confirmation for the appointment of Michae
	Brophy appoint to TC Parks & Rec


	 Items by Town Manager
	 Approval of the bid to Choptank Turf and Pest Mana
	2026 Fertilizer Contract Bid Award Request.docx


	 Items by Town Attorney.

	 Presentations.
	 Police Board.
	 Holly DeKarske, Executive Director to update on EE
	 Kurt Fuchs, Manager of External Affairs, to give E

	 Legislation.
	 Res. No. 6216, "A RESOLUTION TO ANNEX A PARCEL OF 
	6216 Annexation Resolution Final
	2026-02-04 Annexation Description
	2026-02-04 Annexation Plat (003)
	Annexation Plan Final

	 Ord. 849, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMEN
	849 Ordinance for Zoning Final

	 Council approval for Annexation Agreement.
	Annexation and Public Facilities Agreement 021026


	 Review of Invoices.
	 Review of invoices totaling $1,697,154.29.
	2026.1.1 to 1.31.2026 Council Check Report


	 Public Participation/Comments.
	 Committee Reports by Members of the Council
	 Items by Members of the Council: 
	 CLOSED SESSION: General Provisions Article § 3-305(b)(4) To consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial organization to locate, expand or remain in the State.
	 Adjournment.



