
   

Town Council 
AGENDA 

Monday, August 17, 2026 - 5:30 PM 
Council Chambers, Easton Town Office 

14 S Harrison Street  

 

 

  
4:30 PM Workshop:  

  
   

Code Summary. 
    

5:30 PM: Call to Order by President Abbatiello.  
   

Opening remarks and Pledge of Allegiance by Councilmember Curry.  
   

Approval of Minutes.  
  
   

Meeting minutes from August 3, 2026 regular meeting. 
    

Municipal Official Items.  
  
   

Items by Town Manager. 
   
   

Items by Town Attorney. 
    

Police Board.  
  
   

2nd Quarter. 
    

Presentation.  
  
   

Proclamation presented to 2026 MD Junior League State Champs. 
    

Public Hearing.  
  
   

5:35 PM PUBLIC HEARING to solicit public comment on Ord. No. 861, which 
proposes amendments to Chapter 28 of the Town Code (Zoning). The purpose of 
the proposed amendments is to revise the Code to make the Town's treatment of 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) consistent with the provisions of recently 
enacted State Legislation and recommended best practices for such uses. 

    
Legislation.  

  
   

Res. 6226, authorizing the Finance Officer to make abatements for the 
Neighborhood Service Center. 

   
   

Ord. 861, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING 
CHAPTER 28 (ZONING) OF THE TOWN CODE." (Accessory Dwelling Units). 

   
   

Ord. No. 862, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON GRANTING THE 
APPLICATION OF LOWE'S HOME CENTERS, LLC (FORMERLY LOWE'S 
HOME CENTERS, INC.) FOR A PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
AMENDMENT UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE EASTON ZONING 
ORDINANCE." 
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Ord. No. 863, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON ADOPTING A 
TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE APPLICATION FOR, APPROVAL OF, 
CONSTRUCTION OF, EXPANSION OF, PROCESSING OF, OR ISSUANCE OF 
BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE OPERATION OF A DATA CENTER WITHIN 
THE TOWN OF EASTON FOR A PERIOD OF TWELVE (12) MONTHS 
PENDING CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF REVISED ZONING 
ORDINANCE PROVISIONS AND SUCH OTHER LEGISLATION AS THE TOWN 
COUNCIL MAY CONSIDER ADVISABLE TO PROMOTE THE PUBLIC HEALTH, 
SAFETY AND WELFARE." 

   
   

Ord. No. 864, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING THE 
TOWN OF EASTON ZONING ORDINANCE TO CREATE THE USE DATA 
CENTER AND TO PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE USE." 

    
Public Participation/Comments.  

   
Committee Reports by Members of the Council  

   
Items by Members of the Council:  

   
Adjournment.  

  
 
 
The public can access the meeting as follows:  
https://www.eastonmd.gov/129/Agendas-Minutes 
 
If you are an Easton Velocity Cable TV subscriber, you can view the meeting live on Channel 98. 
 
Please note:  There is a possibility of all or part of the meeting may be held in Closed Session. 
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Proclamation 

2026 MD Junior League State Champs 
 

WHEREAS,  it gives us a tremendous amount of pleasure on behalf of the Mayor, Council 

and all the citizens of Easton, to express to the members of The Talbot Baseball 

All-Stars representing Easton, our sincere congratulations on your participation 

in the 2026 Maryland Junior League Region Tournament in Dubois, 

Pennsylvania where they put together an impressive run; and  

WHEREAS,  the team players, the Head Coach Brian Plutschak and Coaches Jason Smith 

and Buddy Callahan are to be commended for an exciting, hard-fought, and 

successful season advancing out of the state tournament to represent Maryland 

in the Junior League Baseball 2026 Region Tournament; and  

WHEREAS,  the comradery, the laughs, the memories and the unforgettable miles together 

during the practices and tournament, are a true testament of an exceptional 

organization that has been active participants excelling in our town’s efforts to 

promote and provide recreational opportunities for our young people; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, we are pleased to publicly commend the MD Junior League State 

Champs for their fine efforts and present this Proclamation as an expression of 

the affection and admiration from the Mayor, the Town Council and all our 

citizens to the coaches and members of this team.  

Congratulations On a Great Season! 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the Town of Easton, 

Maryland to be affixed this seventeenth day of August in the year of our Lord 

two thousand twenty-six. 

 

                             

Megan JM Cook 

                                       Mayor      

Attest 

      

Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk     

SEAL:  
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TOWN OF EASTON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - ORDINANCE NO. 861 PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 28  
OF THE EASTON TOWN CODE (ZONING) 

 
 

The Council of the Town of Easton will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 17, 2026 at 
5:35 P.M. in the Council Meeting Room, 14 South Harrison Street. The purpose of this hearing is 
to solicit public comment on  Ordinance Number 861, which proposes amendments to Chapter 
28 of the Town Code (Zoning).   The purpose of the proposed amendments is to revise the Code 
to make the Town’s treatment of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) consistent with the 
provisions of recently enacted State Legislation and recommended best practices for such uses.   
 
The public is hereby invited to comment on the proposed amendments. Such comments may be 
either submitted in writing at any time prior to the Hearing, or made in person at the Hearing. 
Ordinance 861 is available for public inspection on the Town of Easton’s website 
(www.Eastonmd.gov).  In general terms, the proposed amendments propose to: 
 

●​ Revise the definition of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) as well as the Supplemental Standards 
applicable to this use to be consistent with the provisions of State Law; and 

●​ Amend the Table of  Permissible Uses in the Zoning Code to indicate that ADUs are an outright 
permitted use, subject to Supplemental Standards, in the A-1, CB, R-7A, R-10A, and R-10M  
zoning districts and a prohibited use in all remaining zoning districts in Easton. 

 
Persons wishing to attend or participate in the public hearing who require special 
accommodations or assistance because of a disability should contact the Town Clerk, Kathy Ruf 
at the Town Office, telephone number (410) 822-2525 during normal business hours by August 
13, 2026. 
 
Kathy M. Ruf 
Town Clerk 
  
 
Note to Star Democrat: Please publish the above ad in the August 2, 2026 and August 9, 2026 
issues of the Star Democrat and send a Certificate of Publication to: Town Clerk, Town of 
Easton, P.O. Box 520, Easton, MD 21601. 
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RESOLUTION No. 6226 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council believes that it is appropriate for the Real Property taxes to be 

abated for Neighborhood Service Center: 

 

01-019422 6 South Street: Permanent housing low-income households  $1,772.16 

01-002945 34 West Street: Undergoing renovation         368.33 

01-077074 126 Port Street: Waste & recycling fees (office)                       2,290.00 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

EASTON, that the Finance Officer is hereby authorized to make the above-mentioned abatements. 

Curry   - 

Rankin   - 

Montgomery  - 

Davis   - 

Abbatiello  - 

 

I hereby certify that the above Resolution was passed by a yea and nay vote of the Town Council 

this ______ day of ____________, 2026. 

 

       ____________________________ 

       Don Abbatiello, Council President 

 

 

Delivered to the Mayor by me this _______ day of ____________, 2026. 

 

       __________________________  

       Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

APPROVED: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Date:   _____________________    __________________________ 

       Megan JM Cook, Mayor 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: _________________________, 2026. 
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​ ORDINANCE NO. 861 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING 
CHAPTER 28 (ZONING) OF THE TOWN CODE  

 
INTRODUCED BY _________________________ 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by § 4-102 of the Land Use Article 

of the Maryland Annotated Code (the “Code”) to enact a comprehensive zoning 

ordinance, which ordinance is codified as Chapter 28 of the Code of the Town of Easton;  

WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by § 4-204 of the Land Use Article 

of the Code and § 28-1401 of Chapter 28 of the Code of the Town of Easton to amend, 

supplement, change or repeal zoning regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the Easton Town Council approved and enacted a comprehensively 

revised new Zoning Code which became effective on December 5, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Maryland General Assembly enacted legislation, which was 

signed by the Governor, to establish regulations of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU), 

including guidance and limitation as to the extent to which local government entities can 

regulate this use; and 

WHEREAS, the Easton Planning and Zoning Commission considered the matter 

at a series of meetings and voted (3-1) as described in a letter transmitted to the Easton 

Town Council dated July 24, 2026, which include recommendations that the Town 

Council adopt a number of amendments to the Section 28-501 of the Zoning Code as 

contained in the document attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, the Easton Town Council held a duly noticed public hearing on this 

Ordinance on August 17, 2026.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Easton hereby ordains: 

Section 1.  The relevant sections of Chapter 28 of the Code of the Town of Easton 

are hereby repealed and reenacted with amendments to read as shown on the attached 

Exhibit A: 
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Section 2.  In accordance with Article II, Section 9 of the Easton Town Charter, 

this ordinance shall become effective on the later of twenty (20) calendar days after 

approval by the Mayor or passage of this ordinance by the Council over the Mayor’s 

veto. 

​ ​ ​ Curry​ ​ - 
​ ​ ​ Rankin​ - 
​ ​ ​ Montgomery​- 
​ Davis​    ​ - 

Abbatiello  ​ - 
 

I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was passed by a yea and nay vote of the 

Council this ___________ day of _______________, 2026.​  

​ ​ ​  

 
___________________________________ 
Don Abbatiello, Town Council President 
 
 
 
 

Delivered to the Mayor by me this _______ day of ______________, 2026. 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ________________________________ 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
​ APPROVED:                  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
Date:   __________________, 2026​ ​ ___________________________ 
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Megan JM Cook, Mayor 
 

EFFECTIVE DATE: ____________________, 2026. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
(1)​ Amend the Table of Permitted Uses to make ADUs permitted by right in every zoning district in 

which Single Family Detached homes are permitted by right as follows: 
 

TABLE 2.1 
TABLE OF PERMISSIBLE USES 

 
 
USE 

 
A-1 

 
R-7A 

 
R-10A 

 
R-10M 

 
CB 

 
CG 

 
CL 

 
BC  

 
I 

 
G/I 

 
NOTES 

 
1. RESIDENTIAL USES 

 
 
Household Living 

 
 
101 

 
Accessory Dwelling 
Unit * 
 

 
SE 

 
P 

 
SE 

 
P 

 
SE 

 
P 

 
– 
 

P 

 
SE 

 
P 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
 

 
106 

 
Single Family 
Detached* 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
-- 

 
 

 
 

 
(2)​ Amend our Supplemental Standard for what is presently listed as “Granny Flat/Accessory 

Dwelling Unit (ADU)” by striking the term Granny Flat, as follows: 
 
 

1.​ Granny Flat/Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
 

a.​ Applicant shall have or obtain a Town of Easton Rental Housing License 
for the rental unit. 

 
b.​ One additional off-street parking space shall be provided for the ADU 

granny flat. 
 

c.​ No more than one granny flat ADU may be created on any one lot under 
the terms of these provisions. 

 
d.​ The principal residence associated with the application for an ADU 

granny flat must be occupied by the owner of the property. 
 

(3)​ Amend the definition of ADU to be consistent with the State Law.  Our new definition would 
become: 
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Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) - A secondary dwelling unit that is: 
 

●​ On the same lot, parcel, or tract as a primary single-family detached dwelling unit and 
●​ Not greater than 75% of the size of and subordinate in use to the primary single-family detached 

dwelling unit. 
 
(4) Further amend the Supplemental Standards for Accessory Dwelling Units to comply with the State 
Law or recommended Best Practices (as suggested by Maryland Board of Realtors), as follows: 
 
Section 28-1007 1 7: 
 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU): 
 

a.​ Applicant shall have or obtain a Town of Easton Rental Housing License for the rental unit. 
 

b.​ One additional off-street parking space shall be provided for the ADU granny flat. 
 

c.​ No more than one granny flat ADU may be created on any one lot under the terms of these 
provisions. 
 

d.​ Either the principal residence associated with the application for or the an ADU granny flat must 
be occupied by the owner of the property. 
 

e.​ The ADU floor area should not be greater than 75% of the gross floor area of the 
primary dwelling unit. 
 

f.​ No more than 2 bedrooms are permitted in an ADU. 
 

g.​ An ADU should have a direct exterior access that is separate from the existing 
primary dwelling. The Town Planner shall have discretion to waive this requirement if 
the entrance does not go into or through the primary dwelling unit 
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ORDINANCE NO. 862

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON GRANTING THE 
APPLICATION OF LOWE’S HOME CENTERS, LLC (FORMERLY 
LOWE’S HOME CENTERS, INC.) FOR A PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENT UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
EASTON ZONING ORDINANCE

INTRODUCED BY _________________________

WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by the Land Use Article of the 

Maryland Annotated Code (the “Code”) to enact and administer a zoning ordinance, which 

ordinance is Chapter 28 of the Easton Town Code; and

WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by Section 4-201 et seq. of the Land Use Article 

of the Code to divide land within the municipal boundaries into zoning districts in a manner 

it deems best suited to execute the purposes of the Land Use Article; and 

WHEREAS, Section 28-701 of the Easton Zoning Ordinance authorizes the Easton 

Town Council to approve, deny and amend Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) zoning 

districts in order to encourage the development of land in certain areas of the Town 

according to a total development concept incorporating a detailed development plan; and

WHEREAS, Lowe’s Home Centers, LLC (formerly Lowe’s Home Centers, Inc.) 

submitted an application to amend an existing PUD as described in the Town Council’s 

findings of fact supporting this Ordinance and shown in detail on the plan referenced and 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A” (the “PUD Plan”).  The PUD Plan is attached hereto as 

Exhibit “A” and the Findings of Fact are attached hereto as Exhibit “B”; both are 

incorporated herein.

WHEREAS, the Easton Town Council held a duly noticed public hearing regarding 
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the PUD application and this Ordinance on July 20, 2026; and

WHEREAS, for the reasons expressed in the findings of fact of the Town Council, 

which are attached to this Ordinance as Exhibit “B”, the Town Council concludes that the 

request for the PUD should be granted.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Easton hereby ordains:

Section 1.  The Findings of Fact attached hereto as Exhibit “B” are hereby 

incorporated into this Ordinance by reference.

Section 2.  The application of Lowe’s Home Centers, LLC (formerly Lowe’s Home 

Centers, Inc.) to amend an existing PUD as depicted by Exhibit “A” and described by 

Exhibit “B” is hereby approved subject to the conditions set forth in Exhibit “B”.

Section 3.  Severability.  The Easton Town Council intends that, if a court of 

competent jurisdiction issues a final decision holding that any part of this ordinance is 

invalid, the remaining provisions hereof remain in full force and effect.

Section 4.  In accordance with Article II, Section 9 of the Easton Town Charter, this 

ordinance shall become effective twenty (20) calendar days after approval by the Mayor or 

passage of this ordinance by the Council over the Mayor’s veto.

Curry      -
Rankin -
Montgomery -
Davis -
Abbatiello -

I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was passed by a yea and nay vote of the 
Council this ___________ day of ________________, 2026.

______________________________________
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Don Abbatiello, Town Council President

Delivered to the Mayor by me this _______ day of ____________, 2026.

________________________________
Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
APPROVED:                 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date:   _____________________ ________________________________
Megan J. M. Cook, Mayor

EFFECTIVE DATE: _________________________, 2026.
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EXHIBIT "A"

The following materials is referred to as the “PUD Plan”: 

PUD Site Plan entitled “LANDSCAPE & OSSD PLAN LOWES OF EASTON, MARYLAND” 
prepared by Freeland and Kauffman, Inc., originally dated March 24, 2026 

COPIES ARE ON FILE AT THE TOWN OFFICE
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EXHIBIT “B” TO ORDINANCE NO. 862

IN THE MATTER OF : BEFORE THE
:

THE APPLICATION OF : EASTON TOWN COUNCIL
:

LOWE’S HOME CENTERS, LLC :
(formerly Lowe’s Home Centers, Inc.)

FINDINGS OF FACT

During a meeting of the Easton Town Council held on July 20, 2026, a public hearing 
was held on the application of Lowe’s Home Centers, LLC (formerly Lowe’s Home Centers, 
Inc.) (the “Applicant” and/or “Lowes”) to amend an existing planned unit development 
(“PUD”) in the Town of Easton to authorize an expanded outdoor area for the sales, 
storage, and display of sheds and utility trailers.  The subject property is shown as Parcel 265 
Lot 4A on Talbot County Tax Map 101 (the “Property”) which is known as 501 Glebe 
Road, Easton.  The Property is owned by Lowe’s Home Centers, LLC (formerly Lowe’s 
Home Centers, Inc.).  

A.  The PUD Amendment Application and the Public Hearing.

The Property is 14.58 acres more or less.  The Property is located on Glebe Road and 
the Easton Parkway.  The Property is bounded on the south by the Easton Marketplace 
Shopping Center, on the east by the Ashby Commons residential development, on the north 
by the former Ruby Tuesday’s restaurant and on the west by the Easton Parkway.  By 
Ordinance 487 adopted in 2005, a Planned Major Retail (“PMR”) zoning district was 
approved on the Property for an approximate 140,000 square foot home improvement store.  
Section 28-701.I of the Town Code provides that “[a]ll previously approved PMR (planned 
major retail) projects shall become PUDs and amendments to such projects shall follow the 
[PUD Amendment] process outlined above.” With this PUD amendment, the Applicant is 
seeking to expand the outdoor area for the sales, storage, and display of sheds and utility 
trailers.   The Planning and Zoning Department determined that the proposed amendment 
was a material change to the original PUD approved.  The application was reviewed by the 
Planning Commission at its April 16, 2026 meeting.  The Planning Commission found the 
proposed PUD to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and unanimously 
recommended approval of the PUD to the Town Council with 4 proposed conditions.   The 
Planning Commission also granted a parking wavier for 34 parking spaces contingent upon 
the Town Council approving the PUD Amendment.  The Landscape & OSSD Plan are 
Exhibit “A” to the ordinance to which these findings relate (the “PUD Plan”).  The details 
of the PUD and the Council’s reasons for supporting the PUD are set forth below.  
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Joseph A. Mayer, Town of Easton Plan Reviewer provided background information 
on the application.  No members of the public spoke regarding the application.  Following 
the close of the public hearing, during its regularly scheduled meeting on July 20, 2026, the 
Town Council developed a consensus concerning the application.  The Council instructed 
the Town Attorney to prepare findings of fact reflecting these opinions and comments.  In 
so doing, the Town Attorney has reviewed the evidence presented to the Council solely in 
the context of this application in order to set out the basis for the Council's decision. 

B.  Legal Background.

The Town of Easton Zoning Ordinance (the “Ordinance”), which is Chapter 28 of 
the Easton Town Code, establishes the Planned Unit Development (PUD) Zoning District 
for “carefully planned residential, mixed use and certain commercial developments at 
appropriate locations” in Easton. 

The standards and regulations for PUD districts are found in Article VII of the 
Ordinance.  Section 28-701.A of the Ordinance explains that the PUD regulations are 
intended:

. . . to allow all aspects of a PUD District to be subject to public review and 
control by the Town with specific provisions to be made on a case-by-case 
basis for adequate open space, architectural appearance, the height, bulk and 
location of buildings, required public facilities, and a variety of housing types, 
densities, and/or compatible commercial or industrial uses as a part of a 
detailed development plan.   

Section 28-701 sets out various development standards and procedures and, finally, 
establishes the standards by which PUD applications are reviewed by the Town Council.  
Section 28-701.C sets forth the uses that are permitted in a PUD District.  Specifically, 
Section 28-701.C(2) provides that in a PUD District, where the base zoning district is any 
“C” district, all permitted and special exception commercial and residential uses may be 
permitted.   Section 28-701.G articulates eight specific development standards plus some 
additional developments standards that vary according to the type of PUD proposed.

The PUD application procedure is described by Section 28-701.H.  Section 28-701.I 
provides that amendments to approved PUD applications that are deemed material changes 
shall follow the same procedure set forth in 28-701.  Upon receipt of a written 
recommendation by the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Council shall conduct a 
public hearing on the application.  The Council shall consider, but is not bound by, the 
recommendation of the Commission.  The Ordinance establishes nine standards that must 
be met as precondition to granting an application.  If the Council affirmatively finds that all 
preconditions have been met, the Council is then authorized but not required to grant the 
application.  In making its decision, the Council:
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“may consider, in addition to the factors outlined above [i.e., the criteria set 
out in Section 28-701.H(3)B], other factors it deems appropriate including 
but not limited to the degree to which the proposed development:

1. helps accomplish the coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious 
development of the Town and its environs in accordance with present and 
future needs;

2. promotes health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, 
and general welfare; including among other things, adequate provisions for 
traffic, the promotion of public safety, adequate provisions for light and air, 
conservation of natural resources, the prevention of environmental pollution, 
the promotion of the healthful and convenient distribution of population;

3. exemplifies good civic design and arrangement and the 
stewardship of the Chesapeake Bay and the land as a universal ethic;

4. encourages the conservation of resources, including a 
reduction in resource consumption;

5. is located in a location suitable for it given existing and 
reasonably foreseeable development; and

6. encourages appropriate and sustainable economic growth.”

These six enumerated standards are paraphrases of the statement of intent of the Ordinance 
found in Section 28-103.  In short, the Ordinance sets out a two-step decision-making 
process:  first, the Council must determine whether or not an application satisfies certain 
minimum criteria and, if it does, then the Council considers whether to grant or deny the 
application based upon relevant factors including the degree to which the application 
satisfies the standards enunciated by the General Assembly as goals for land use planning in 
this State.

C.  Does the Proposed Development Meet the Minimum Criteria 
Set Out in the Easton Zoning Ordinance for PUD Development?

As required by Section 28-701.H(3)A of the Ordinance, the Town Council makes the 
following findings of fact with regard to the application:

1. The Town Council finds that the Property was properly posted and that 
adequate legal notice of the public hearing was published in the Easton Star-Democrat.

2. The Town Council finds that the proposed development conforms to 
applicable standards set forth in this Zoning Ordinance for planned unit developments.  The 

Page 66 of 82



Page 4 of 8

Town Council finds that the continued use of the site as a home improvement store is 
consistent with and permitted under the previously approved Ordinance 487.  Additionally, 
the Town Council finds that the development standards set forth in Section 28-701.G of the 
Ordinance are satisfied as follows:

(1) The land comprising the Property is in one ownership.  Specifically, the 
Property is owned by Lowe’s Home Centers, LLC (formerly Lowe’s 
Home Centers, Inc.).   

(2) The Property is of a configuration suitable for the development proposed.  
The existing commercial site is 14.58 acres and is designed for functional 
efficiency and has direct access via Glebe Road and is connected to the 
adjacent Easton Marketplace Shopping Center.    

(3) Public water and sewer systems are available to the Property for service of 
the PUD.  

(4) The Property is adjacent to adequate transportation facilities capable of 
serving existing traffic and that is expected to be generated by the 
proposed development.  The Property has two existing access points onto 
Town roads: from Glebe Road and through the Easton Marketplace 
Shopping Center to Marlboro Avenue.  

(5) The Applicant intends to begin construction of the development within 
three (3) years after final approval of the PUD.  

(6) Bulk standards (setback, lot size, lot coverage, and yard requirements), are 
hereby established as depicted to remain the same as the original PUD 
approval.

(7) Off-street parking spaces are provided in compliance with Section 1001 of 
the Zoning Ordinance.  Specifically, the Property currently has 509 
parking spaces.  These spaces are allocated as follows:  426 spaces are for 
customer parking, 31 spaces are designated for Seasonal Temporary Long-
Term Storage, 33 spaces are for permanent outdoor storage and display, 
and an additional 19 spaces are proposed for the new permanent storage 
area that is the subject of this PUD Amendment.  The minimum required 
parking spaces is 460 and the maximum is 689.  The 426 parking spaces 
for customer parking is 34 spaces short of the requirement.  The Planning 
Commission granted a parking waiver for 34 parking spaces contingent 
upon the Town Council’s approval of the PUD Amendment.  The parking 
study conducted by Lee Engineering supports the parking waiver granted 
by the Planning Commission.  
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(8)  More than 50% of the off-street parking area for the Property is located 
between the front façade and the primary abutting street.  However, the 
parking lot orientation was approved by Ordinance 487 based upon site 
constraints, the existing pattern of existing developed uses and the 
proposed site design.  The Council also found that the parking lot 
orientation was appropriate to keep the public activity buffered from the 
adjacent residential properties.    

(9) The PUD is considered PUD-General.  As such, the minimum and 
maximum size, residential density, and minimum open space requirements 
for PUD-General are potentially applicable to the site.  Specifically, the 
property is 14.58 acres which is above the minimum size of 5 acres.  There 
is no maximum size for PUD-General.  The residential density limitations 
are not applicable to this project.  The proposed project does not satisfy 
the 30% common open space requirement with a proposed common open 
space of 20%, but by Ordinance 487, the Council found that the open 
space standard imposed an undue burden on the Applicant.  The 
Applicant, or its successors in interest, will be responsible for the 
continued maintenance of the open space areas.  

In summary, as is more specifically set forth above, the Town Council finds that the 
proposed PUD complies with applicable Development Standards in the Ordinance.  

3. The Town Council finds that the proposed PUD amendment is more 
innovative than conventional development and will provide greater public benefit without 
additional probable significant adverse impacts to public health, safety or the environment.  
The Town Council finds that the design and configuration of the proposed site 
improvements, together with the proximity to multiple use properties provide greater public 
benefit without additional probable significant adverse impacts to public health, safety or the 
environment.  The existing development provides parking, landscaping, stormwater 
management, and forest conservation.  

4. The Town Council concurs with the recommendation by the Planning 
Commission to approve the proposed PUD amendment.  

5. On April 16, 2026, the Easton Planning and Zoning Commission voted 
unanimously to issue a favorable recommendation regarding the proposed PUD 
Amendment’s consistency with the Town’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan (the “Plan”).  The 
Planning Commission’s recommendation is reported by an April 27, 2026 letter to the Mayor 
and Town Council.  Based upon the recommendation of the Planning Commission and 
information contained within the record, the Council finds that the proposed PUD 
amendment conforms to the Town's Comprehensive Plan. 
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The Plan is intended to serve as the guide for land use decisions of the Town and articulates 
many broad policy issues and objectives intended to apply on a town-scale.  The original 
PUD was found to be consistent with the Plan.  The Plan does not speak specifically to 
seasonal/temporary storage and permanent outdoor storage areas.  

6. The proposed PUD, in conjunction with existing and reasonably anticipated 
development in the neighborhood surrounding the site for the proposed PUD, will not 
interfere with the adequate and orderly provision of public services to the area.  Public utility 
systems already exist and serve the Property.  Nothing proposed will interfere with the 
continued provisions for public services in the area.  

7. The Town Council finds that the proposed PUD will not cause unacceptable 
traffic congestion or hazards either in or near the site for the proposed PUD development 
or elsewhere in the Town or Talbot County.  The Property has two existing access points 
onto Town roads:  Glebe Road and through the Easton Marketplace Shopping Center to 
Marlboro Avenue.  The PUD Amendment will not significantly increase the traffic 
congestion to the existing site.   

8. The record contains no indication that there are any features of ecological, 
historical, or cultural significance on the Property, and the Council so finds.  The Property 
has previously been improved by stormwater management techniques and practices that 
comply with State and local regulations and that protect sensitive, downstream resources.  

9. The Town Council finds that the proposed PUD is compatible with existing 
development in the surrounding neighborhood and with development reasonably anticipated 
to occur in the neighborhood in terms of size, scale, design, and appearance.  The proposed 
site improvements are generally already in place pursuant to the original PUD approval.  The 
PUD Amendment will not significantly change the development or its effect on the 
surrounding neighborhood.  Additionally, the size, scale, location and configuration of the 
improvements appear generally compatible with other nearby structures.  

10. The proposed PUD will not adversely affect the value of property in the 
neighborhood surrounding the site.  The proposed site improvements are generally already 
in place pursuant to the original PUD approval.  The PUD Amendment will not significantly 
change the development or its effect on property values in the neighborhood surrounding 
the site.  

D.  Should the Town Council Exercise Its Legislative Discretion To 
Grant The Application?

The Council finds that the Applicant has met the minimum criteria for granting a 
PUD Amendment application.  The Council has further concluded that it is appropriate for 
it to exercise its legislative discretion to grant the application.  

Page 69 of 82



Page 7 of 8

The Council finds that the proposed PUD Amendment helps accomplish the 
coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the Town and its environs in 
accordance with present and future needs and is located in a location suitable for its given 
existing and reasonably foreseeable development.  Based on the foregoing, the Town 
Council finds approval of the PUD to be in the public interest, subject to the conditions set 
forth below.     

E.  Conditions.

The following conditions are binding on the Applicant and any successor 
developer(s) of the land located within this PUD district:  

1. The Applicant shall complete the required plantings for the Seasonal/Long-Term 
Temporary Storage location as per the Planning Commission’s approval of the August 20, 
2025 Outdoor Sales & Display Plan (application 2025-1447). 

2.  The Applicant shall replace dead and/or diseased plantings in the previously 
approved Landscape Plan from the original PUD by December 31, 2026.  

VOTING TO GRANT THE APPLICATION:

______________________________    
Maureen Curry

_______________________________
Robert Rankin

_______________________________
Dr. David Montgomery

__________________________________
Rev. Elmer Davis

__________________________________
Don Abbatiello, President 
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PARKING SURFACE

3" DOUBLE GROUND MULCH LAYER.  DO
NOT MULCH OVER ROOT FLAIR.

BACKFILL ISLANDS WITH PLANTING SOIL MIX, TOPSOIL, OR
AMENDED SOILS, 12" MIN. DEPTH

NOTES:
1. PROVIDE 2% MIN. SLOPE IN PLANTING

ISLANDS. 10% MAX.

18" MIN.

ISLAND PLANTING DETAIL

1:1 SLOPE ON SIDES OF
PLANTING HOLE.

2 TIMES THE ROOT
BALL DIAMETER

EACH TREE MUST BE PLANTED SUCH THAT
THE TRUNK FLARE IS VISIBLE AT THE TOP
OF THE ROOT BALL. TREES WHERE THE
TRUNK  FLARE IS NOT VISIBLE SHALL BE
REJECTED.  DO NOT COVER THE TOP OF THE
ROOT  BALL WITH SOIL.

MULCHING
6FT. MIN.

8FT.PREFERRED

3IN. MULCH. DO NOT PLACE MULCH IN
CONTACT WITH TREE TRUNK.

SET TOP OF ROOT BALL FLUSH TO
GRADE OR 1-2IN. (25-50mm) HIGHER

IN SLOWLY DRAINING SOILS.

MARK THE NORTH SIDE OF THE TREE IN
THE NURSERY, AND ROTATE TREE TO FACE

NORTH AT SITE WHEN EVER POSSIBLE.

8IN. (200mm)
4IN. HIGH EARTH SAUCER BEYOND EDGE OF
ROOT BALL

REMOVE ALL TWINE, ROPE AND WIRE, AND
BURLAP FROM TOP HALF OF ROOT BALL

IF PLANT IS SHIPPED WITH A WIRE BASKET
AROUND THE ROOT BALL, CUT THE WIRE BASKET
IN FOUR PLACES AND FOLD DOWN 8IN. (200mm)
INTO PLANTING HOLE.

PLACE ROOT BALL ON UNEXCAVATED OR
TAMPED SOIL TO PREVENT SETTLEMENT
TAMP SOIL AROUND ROOT BALL BASE
FIRMLY WITH FOOT PRESSURE SO THAT
ROOT BALL DOES NOT SHIFT.

NOTES:
1. DO NOT HEAVILY PRUNE TREE AT PLANTING.  PRUNE ONLY CROSSOVER LIMBS, CO-DOMINANT LEADERS,

AND BROKEN OR DEAD BRANCHES.  SOME INTERIOR TWIGS AND LATERAL BRANCHES MAY BE PRUNED;
HOWEVER, DO NOT REMOVE THE TERMINAL BUDS OF BRANCHES THAT EXTEND TO THE EDGE OF THE
CROWN.

2. STAKE TREES ONLY UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.  SEE STAKING DETAIL.
3. WRAP TREE TRUNKS ONLY UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. SEE WRAPPING DETAIL.
4. BACKFILL WITH EXISTING SOIL IN SANDY LOAM SOILS. ADD 20% MAX. BY VOLUME COMPOSTED ORGANIC

MATERIAL TO THE EXISTING SOIL.

TREE PLANTING DETAIL
B&B TREES IN ALL SOIL TYPES

13MM (0.5IN.) DIA. PLASTIC HOSE

GALVANIZED WIRE OR CABLE.
TWIST WIRE TO TIGHTEN.

240 X 40MM (1.5 X 1.5 IN.)
HARDWOOD STAKES OR OTHER

APPROVED STAKE MATERIAL.

ALL STAKES SHALL BE DRIVEN OUTSIDE
THE EDGE OF THE ROOT BALL.

4F
T.

(1
20

0m
m

)

6F
T.

(1
80

0m
m

)

WIRE OR CABLE SIZES SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS: TREES UP TO 65 MM (2.5 IN.)
CALIPER - 14 GAUGE TREES 65 MM (2.5 IN.) TO 75 MM (3 IN.) CALIPER - 12 GAUGE

TIGHTEN WIRE OR CABLE ONLY ENOUGH TO KEEP FROM SLIPPING.  ALLOW FOR
SOME TRUNK MOVEMENT. PLASTIC HOSE SHALL BE LONG ENOUGH TO
ACCOMMODATE 35MM (1.5 IN.) OF GROWTH AND BUFFER ALL BRANCHES FROM
THE WIRE.

TUCK ANY LOOSE ENDS OF THE WIRE OR CABLE INTO THE WIRE WRAP SO THAT
NO SHARP WIRE ENDS ARE EXPOSED.

NOTES
1. ASSURE THAT THE BEARING SURFACE OF THE PROTECTIVE COVERING OF THE WIRE

OR CABLE AGAINST THE TREE TRUNK IS A MINIMUM OF 12 MM (0.5 IN.).

2. REMOVE ALL STAKING AS SOON AS THE TREE HAS GROWN SUFFICIENT ROOTS TO
OVERCOME THE PROBLEM THAT REQUIRED THE TREE TO BE STAKED. STAKES
SHALL BE REMOVED NO LATER THE END OF THE FIRST GROWING SEASON AFTER
PLANTING BY LOWE'S LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE CONTRACTOR.

3. TREES NORMALLY DO NOT NEED TO BE STAKED AND STAKING CAN BE HARMFUL TO
THE TREE. STAKING SHOULD BE DONE ONLY WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT IF IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE TREE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
SUPPORT ITSELF. THE FOLLOWING ARE REASONS WHY TREES DO NOT REMAIN
STRAIGHT.

o  TREES WITH POOR - QUALITY ROOT BALLS OR ROOT BALLS THAT HAVE BEEN CRACKED OR DAMAGED. REJECT RATHER THAN STAKE.
o  TREES THAT HAVE GROWN TOO CLOSE TOGETHER IN THE NURSERY, RESULTING IN WEAK TRUNKS. REJECT RATHER THAN STAKE.
o  PLANTING PROCEDURES THAT DO NOT ADEQUATELY TAMP SOILS AROUND THE ROOT BALL. CORRECT THE PLANTING PROCEDURE.
o  ROOT BALLS PLACED ON SOFT SOIL.  TAMP SOILS UNDER ROOT BALL PRIOR TO PLANTING.
o  ROOT BALLS WITH VERY SANDY SOIL OR VERY WET CLAY SOIL. STAKING ADVISABLE.
o  TREES LOCATED IN A PLACE OF EXTREMELY WINDY CONDITIONS. STAKING ADVISABLE.

TREE STAKING DETAIL
TREES 3IN. CALIPER OR LESS
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ORDINANCE NO. 863 

 
          

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON ADOPTING A 
TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE APPLICATION FOR, 
APPROVAL OF, CONSTRUCTION OF, EXPANSION OF, 
PROCESSING OF, OR ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE 
OPERATION OF A DATA CENTER WITHIN THE TOWN OF 
EASTON FOR A PERIOD OF TWELVE (12) MONTHS PENDING 
CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF REVISED ZONING 
ORDINANCE PROVISIONS AND SUCH OTHER LEGISLATION AS 
THE TOWN COUNCIL MAY CONSIDER ADVISABLE TO PROMOTE 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 

 
INTRODUCED BY _________________________ 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by Maryland Annotated Code, Local 

Government Article §5-202 to enact such ordinances as it deems necessary in order to assure 

the good government of the municipality, and to protect the health, comfort and 

convenience of the citizens of the municipality; and 

        WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by Maryland Annotated Code, Local 

Government Article §5-213 to enact and administer a zoning ordinance, which ordinance is 

Chapter 28 of the Easton Town Code (the “Zoning Ordinance”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Easton is authorized by Maryland Annotated Code, Land Use 

Article §4-102 to develop and adopt zoning restrictions to promote the health, safety, morals 

or general welfare of the community, including the location and use of buildings, signs, 

structures and land; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town requires time to ensure that the appropriate study and desired 

public input can be obtained on the potential impacts of emerging technologies commonly 
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known as “data processing” centers, “data mining” centers or “data centers” (collectively, 

“Data Centers”), including, but not limited to:  existing and future local energy demands; 

negative impacts to the surrounding environment, including wetlands, streams, rivers, flood 

plains, or environmentally sensitive areas; negative impacts to public health and peaceful 

enjoyment of Town residents; negative impacts to parks and recreational facilities; the visual 

impact on surrounding properties; and appropriate measures to mitigate such impacts before 

establishing effective and enduring textual amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and other 

legislation related to Data Centers; and  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Senate Bill 116, the potential environmental, energy, and 

economic impacts of Data Center development in the State of Maryland are also under 

review by the State through an ongoing multiagency assessment as enacted by the General 

Assembly of Maryland, with a final report due on or before September 1, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town’s Code currently does not contain regulations regarding Data 

Centers; and 

 WHEREAS, the acceptance and processing of applications and/or site plans and/or 

issuance of other zoning approvals or business licenses for Data Centers, before appropriate 

study of the matter, obtaining desired public input, and consideration and approval of 

meaningful and effective Town ordinances and regulations governing the matter, would 

frustrate the Town’s ability to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents and 

visitors to the Town and be adverse to the orderly business development of the Town; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that a temporary moratorium, for a 

term of twelve (12) months, is necessary and in the interest of the present and future 

residents of the Town whose health, safety and well-being may be prejudiced by the 

unregulated operation of Data Centers within the Town; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that a temporary moratorium for a 

term of twelve (12) month is a reasonable length of time to study, receive input and adopt 

any revisions to the Zoning Ordinance and other legislation necessary; and 

 WHEREAS, the Easton Planning and Zoning Commission considered the matter at 

its ______________________ meeting and has recommended that the Town Council 

approve this Ordinance.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Town of Easton hereby ordains that: 

  Section 1.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the term “Data Center” shall mean “a 

facility used primarily for the storage, management, processing, mining and transmission of 

digital data, which houses computer or network equipment, systems, servers, appliances, and 

other associated components related to digital data storage and operations.”   

 Section 2.  A moratorium on the application for, consideration of, approval of, 

construction of, expansion of, processing of, or issuance of permits for Data Centers, is 

hereby imposed for a period of twelve (12) months.   

 Section 3.  During the moratorium, the Town (including the Town Planner’s office, 

the Building Department, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Board of Appeals, the 

Town staff, and the Town Council) shall not process, consider, review, or approve any 

Page 76 of 82



 4 

application, permit, license, or other approval under the Town Zoning Ordinance for Data 

Centers.   

 Section 4.  The moratorium shall apply to applications currently pending before the 

Town, as well as, applications filed after the effective date of this Ordinance. 

 Section 5.  This moratorium is adopted to allow sufficient time for the Town to 

accomplish the following: 

  a. Receive public input; 

  b. Consider any revisions to the Zoning Ordinance; 

  c. Consider what, if any, other legislation is appropriate to regulate Data 

Centers;  

  d. Obtain expert advice and assistance as necessary; 

  e. Obtain such other studies and reports as necessary to identify and 

address the impact of Data Centers; and 

  f. Consider all such other matters as the Town Council, Planning and 

Zoning Commission, and Town staff deem appropriate. 

 Section 6.  The Town Council shall have and reserves the right to extend or modify 

this moratorium on Data Centers for such additional period or periods and on such terms 

and conditions as it deems necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the 

Town of Easton. 

  Section 7.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is, 

for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
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remaining portions of this Ordinance, which can be given effect without the invalid section, 

subsection, sentence, clause or phrase, and to that end, all provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby declared to be severable. 

 Section 8.  In accordance with Article II Section 9 of the Easton Town Charter, this 

ordinance shall become effective twenty (20) calendar days after approval by the Mayor or 

passage of this ordinance by the Council over the Mayor’s veto. 

    Curry        - 
    Rankin   - 
    Montgomery  - 
    Davis   - 
    Abbatiello  -   
         
 I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was passed by a yea and nay vote of the 
Council this ___________ day of ________________, 2026.     
 

  
______________________________________ 

      Don Abbatiello, Town Council President 
 
 
 Delivered to the Mayor by me this _______ day of ____________, 2026. 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

APPROVED:                  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Date:   _____________________  ________________________________ 
      Megan J. M. Cook, Mayor 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: _________________________, 2026. 
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​ORDINANCE NO. 864​

​AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF EASTON AMENDING THE TOWN OF​
​EASTON ZONING ORDINANCE TO CREATE THE USE DATA CENTER​
​AND TO PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS ASSOCIATED WITH​
​THE USE​

​INTRODUCED BY _________________________​

​WHEREAS,​ ​the​ ​Town​ ​of​ ​Easton​ ​is​ ​authorized​ ​by​ ​Maryland​ ​Land​ ​Use​​Article​​§4.01​​et​

​seq​​.​ ​to​ ​enact​ ​and​ ​administer​ ​a​ ​zoning​ ​ordinance,​ ​which​ ​ordinance​ ​is​ ​Chapter​ ​28​ ​of​​the​​Easton​

​Town Code; and​

​WHEREAS,​​the​​Town​​of​​Easton​​is​​authorized​​by​​Maryland​​Land​​Use​​Article​​§§4.04​​and​

​4.05 to amend, supplement, modify or repeal sections of the zoning ordinance; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​the​ ​Town​ ​Council​ ​recognizes​ ​the​ ​potential​ ​significant​ ​planning,​ ​zoning,​

​property​ ​and​ ​secondary​ ​effects​ ​surrounding​ ​or​ ​arising​ ​from​ ​the​ ​location​ ​and​ ​operation​​of​​Data​

​Centers; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​the​ ​Town’s​ ​current​ ​Zoning​ ​Ordinance​ ​makes​ ​no​ ​specific​ ​or​ ​particular​

​provisions for Data Centers and does not provide for it as a specific use; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​the​ ​Town​ ​is​ ​considering​ ​adopting​ ​Ordinance​ ​863,​ ​which​ ​would​ ​place​ ​a​

​moratorium on Data Centers; and​

​WHEREAS,​​the​​purpose​​of​​the​​moratorium​​is​​to​​prohibit​​Data​​Centers​​to​​ensure​​that​​the​

​Town​​has​​sufficient​​time​​to​​conduct​​the​​appropriate​​study​​and​​receive​​desired​​public​​input​​before​

​establishing​ ​effective​ ​and​ ​enduring​ ​textual​ ​amendments​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Comprehensive​ ​Plan,​ ​Zoning​

​Ordinance and/or other regulations of the Town, as may be necessary; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​in​ ​order​ ​to​ ​ensure​​that​​Data​​Centers​​do​​not​​circumvent​​the​​purpose​​for​​the​

​moratorium​ ​by​​locating​​as​​a​​permitted​​use​​in​​the​​Town,​​the​​Town​​Council​​wishes​​to​​amend​​the​
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​Zoning Ordinance to preclude such a possibility during the moratorium period; and​

​WHEREAS,​ ​the​ ​Easton​ ​Planning​ ​and​ ​Zoning​ ​Commission​ ​considered​ ​the​ ​matter​ ​at​ ​its​

​__________ meeting and has recommended that the Town Council approve this Ordinance.​

​NOW,​​THEREFORE,​​the​​Town​​of​​Easton​​hereby​​ordains​​that​​the​​sections​​of​​the​

​Town​ ​of​ ​Easton​ ​Zoning​ ​Code​ ​(Chapter​ ​28​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Town​ ​Code)​ ​set​ ​forth​ ​below​ ​be​ ​amended​ ​as​

​hereinafter​ ​provided​ ​(Language​ ​to​ ​be​ ​deleted​ ​from​ ​the​ ​existing​ ​Ordinance​ ​is​ ​indicated​ ​in​

​strikethrough​​format and language to be added is indicated​​by​​highlighted​​text):​

​Section​ ​1:​ ​Article​ ​I,​ ​Section​ ​28-114,​ ​definitions,​ ​is​ ​hereby​ ​amended​ ​by​ ​adding​ ​the​

​following new definition of the use “Data Center:”​

​Data​ ​Center​ ​-​ ​a​ ​facility​​used​​primarily​​for​​the​​storage,​​management,​​processing,​​mining​

​and​​transmission​​of​​digital​​data,​​which​​houses​​computer​​or​​network​​equipment,​​systems,​​servers,​

​appliances, and other associated components related to digital data storage and operations.”​

​Section​​2:​ ​Article​ ​II,​ ​Section​ ​201,​​Table​​2.1​​is​​hereby​​amended​​to​​add​​the​​use​​Data​​Center,​

​as follows:​

​Miscellaneous/ Combination/ Hybrid Uses​

​Uses​ ​A-1​ ​R-7A​ ​R-10A​ ​R-10M​ ​CB​ ​CG​ ​CL​ ​BC​ ​I​ ​G/I​ ​NOTES​

​Agriculture*​ ​P​ ​P​ ​P​ ​P​ ​--​ ​--​ ​P​ ​P​ ​P​ ​P​

​Buildings in excess​
​of height or size​
​limitations​

​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​

​Cannabis Related​
​Uses​
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​Cannabis​
​Dispensary*​

​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​

​Cannabis Growing​
​Facility*​

​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​--​

​Cannabis on-site​
​consumption​
​establishment*​

​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​

​Cannabis Processing​
​Facility*​

​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​--​

​Data Center*​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​ ​–​

​Donation Bins*​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​--​

​Donation Center*​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​--​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​SE​ ​--​

​Section 3.  Article X, Subsection 1007.A is amended to add the following new​
​Supplemental Standard (the existing sections shall be renumbered accordingly) as follows:​

​(3)​ ​Data Center​

​a.​ ​The Easton Town Council enacted a moratorium on Data Centers on​
​______________, 2026 pursuant to Ordinance Number 863 for the purpose of establishing​
​appropriate rules and regulations regarding this use.  This moratorium is expected to expire on​
​___________ unless extended by the Council.​

​b.​ ​During the life of this moratorium including any extension thereto, no​
​applications for Data Centers shall be accepted or processed by the Town of Easton.​

​Section 4.  In accordance with Article II Section 9 of the Easton Town Charter, this​
​ordinance shall become effective twenty (20) calendar days after approval by the Mayor or​
​passage of this ordinance by the Council over the Mayor’s veto.​

​Curry​ ​-​
​Rankin​ ​-​
​Montgomery​ ​-​
​Davis​ ​-​
​Abbatiello​ ​-​

​I hereby certify that the above Ordinance was passed by a yea and nay vote of the​
​Council this ___________ day of ________________, 2026.​
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​______________________________________​
​Don Abbatiello, Town Council President​

​Delivered to the Mayor by me this _______ day of ____________, 2026.​

​________________________________​
​Kathy M. Ruf, Town Clerk​

​------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------​
​APPROVED:​

​------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------​

​Date:   _____________________​ ​________________________________​
​Megan J.M. Cook, Mayor​

​EFFECTIVE DATE: _________________________, 2026.​
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